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COLLECTION 


O F 


Voyages and Travels, 


CONSISTING OF 


Authentic Writers in our own Tongue, which have 

not before been collected in Englijh , or have; only been abridged 
in other Collections. 

And continued with 

Others of Note, that have publifhed Histories, Voyages, 
Travels, Journals or Discoveries in other Nations and 
Languages, ' •' 

RELATING TO 

Any Part of the Continent of ASIA, AFRICA, AMERICA, 
EUROPE, or the Islands thereof, from the earlieft Account to the 
prefeht Time, „ " . . 

DIGESTED 

According to the P A R T S of the W O R L D, to which they particularly relate: 

with 

■4 . - I ■ # 

Historical Introductions to each Account, where thought necelfary, contain¬ 
ing either the LIVES of their AUTHORS,'or what elfe could be difeovered 
and was fuppofed capable of entertaining and informing the curious Reader. 

And with great Variety of 

Cuts, Prospects, Ruins, Maps, and Charts. 

\ i ' 

' COMPILED - 

- ■ 1 • ■ - * \ 

From the curious and valuable LIBRARY of the late 

EAR L of OXFORD . 

, Interfperfed and illuftrated with N O T E S, 

CO NT A I N I N G, v 

/ *• ' , 

r ’ , , 

Either a General Account of the Discovery of thofe Countries, or an 
AbftraCt of their Histories, Government, Trade, Religion, & c . colie&ed 
from Original Papers, Letters, Charters, Letters Patents, Acts 
of Pa rliament, & c . not to be met with, and proper to explain many obfeure 
Paffages in other Collections of this Kind. 

_ ■___ 

I1E : v o l. l ' ~ 


L O N D O N: 

Primed for and Sold by THOMAS OSBORNE of Grafs-Inn, 

MDCCXIV. 
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The CONTENTS. 


choofing a firft wife, and the ceremony of and difcipline of the Turkijh army, I ap- 
a Chriftian turning Turk. This is fol- prehend, is a peculiar of this author’s, 
lowed with an account of Tunis and its na- His defcription of Grand Cairo and the ad- 
tives : and a defcription of Leghorn, Na- jacent pieces of antiquity and curiofity, are 
pies , the river of Amazons , the iflands of very entertaining and inftrudting. His 
Malta and Cyprus , in which is included account of the ftrength of the great Turk 
the oath taken by the knights of Malta. by fea and land, and of the methods to 

raife and difcipline his forces, are well 

VII. The foregoing voyages and tra- worth our obfervation *, and I may ven- 
vels are confined within the limits of Eu- ture to add, that their polity and religion 
rope ; what follow begin with the learned are ho where more juftly related, 
archbifhop UJher’s geographical and hifto- 

rical difquifition touching the Afia proper-/ X. The navigations, peregrinations, 
ly fo called ; the Lydian AJia (which is the and voyages, made into Turkey by Nicholas 
Afia fo often mentioned in the new tefta- NicholayDaulpbinois,\ordofArfuile,cham- 
ment) the proconfular Afia, and the Afian berlain and geographer in ordinary to the 
diocefe: to which the editor has fubjoined king of France j with divers true and me- 
the modern ftate of Afia, in which the rea- morable hiftories of thofe times, divided 
derwill be entertained with a fhort account into four books, and tranflated out of the 
of its, temperature, extent, and religions French by T. Wajhington the younger, 
profefled therein ; its feas, rivers, monarchs, The firjl book contains an account-of 
and divifion, both on the continent and the lord Aramont's, ambafiage from the 
in the iflands. king of France to the great Turk, and of 

the feveral iflands, ports, cities and places 

VIII. A general account of the Turkijh on the continent in his voyage to the 
empire was thought neceffary to come in Port ; and the other three defcribe the 
this order, foraf'much as fuch a defcrip- countries, ftates, cities, natives, £s?f. of the 
tion of its extent and bounds, feas, rivers, whole Turkijh empire, both in regard to 
origin, genius, temper, habits, cuftoms, their antient and modern ftate. 
religion, polity, forces by fea and land, 
and trade, may ferve to illuftrate feveral 
paffages of thofe voyages and travels which 
follow, and were made in and through 
fuch countries and ftates as are under the 
government of the great Turk , or bigot- 
ted to the fuperftition of the Alcoran. 

IX. This is the much efteemed voyage 
of mr. Henry Blount , which has been fo John Cartwright , who had "been educated 
well received abroad, that Both the Dutch in Magdalen college, Oxon f and, as it ap- 
and French have tranflated and publifhed pears from feveral other pieces of his, 
it in their own tongues. As for the'au- mentioned by Anthony Wood, a gentleman 
thor, he was efteemed by thofe that knew of no mean erudition. But, as to this book 
him (as authors agree) a gentleman of a before us, take the author’s own character 
very clear judgment, great experience, of it, There is no great matter of learn- 
much contemplation, of great forefight, ing or ingenious invention in it, for it is 
and of admiral converfation : a character only a fimple relation of a fimple truth, 
that will be found no ways {trained, when wherein is principally fhewn how all hu- 
you have read this his voyage into the man affairs, and the greateft cities of re- 
Levant , wherein, taking his rout by the . nown have had their periods in their great¬ 
way of Venice, and travelling through the eft perfe&ions ; to which though they 
Turkijh empire and Egypt to Grand Cairo , have afcended gradaiim , yet they have fuc- 
he not only defcribes the many, cudofities ceftively fallen into a retrograde of declina- 
in Dalmatia , Sclavonia , Bofinia, Hungary, tion, till fwallowed up in the loweft de- 
Macedonia, Thejfaly , Thrace , Rhodes, and gree which miferycan allot. For, in this 
Egypt* which he frequently imbellifhes fmall difcourfe, we (hall fee how unavoid- 
with ancient hiftory : But the prudent able deftru&ion dpth always attend on the 
methods he took to obtain the trueft and fucceflion of greatnefs, and advancement 
moft ufeful part of knowledge in thofe on the pofterity of mifery ; as alfo the fack- 
parts, for the good of his country, and the ing of many cities, the depopulating of 
impartiality with which he delivers each the greateft countries, the depofing of 
particular, muft deferve the greateft com- mighty princes, and high defcended fa- 
mendations, and render it moft agreeable milies of their lives, together with their 
to the reader.—His account of the march crowns and kingdoms; and that in fo 

fhort 


XI. The preacher’s travels *, wherein 
is fet down a true journal to the confines 
of the Eaft-Indies , through the great coun¬ 
tries of- Syria , Mefopotamia, Armenia , Me¬ 
dia, Hyrcania , and Parthia, with the au¬ 
thor’s return by the way of Perfia, Sujiana , 
AJfyria, Chaldea, and Arabia. 

This excellent piece was penned bv mr. 






/ 




IV 
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The C O JST 

fhort a time, as never the like was exe¬ 
cuted in the antient world. Again, the 
author fays. That he was engaged to 
write this journal for two reafons;. Firji, 
becaufe he had not feen any full defcrip- 
tion of thofe parts, which he hopes is per¬ 
formed in this treatife by himfelf, foraf- 
much as he had fpent much time imthofe 
countries, and, for his better information, 
had contracted a familiar acquaintance 
with many fultans and principal comman¬ 
ders in the kingdom of Perfta , as alfo with 
divers janizaries, who ferved in the wars 
between the great Turk and the Perfian. 
Secondly , becaufe he was fully perfuaded, 
that this relation would be very entertain¬ 
ing and delightful to the curious reader, 
which fo accurately defcribeth the forces 
of the Perfian monarch, and in what 
terms he now ftandeth with the great 
Turk *, what kingdoms he pofifefleth ; what 
provinces are fubjecft to him •, his worlhip, 
religion, and kind of government; their 
weapons, manner of fight, and form of 
battle ; the revenues and expences of the 
crown *, and, in a word, a true defcription 
of the feveral nations, fituations, cities, 
rivers, mountains, and provinces, he had 
feen and pafled by, and whatfoever elfe is 
neceffary to be known : in all which par¬ 
ticulars he declares, that he binds himfelf 
to what his eyes had feen, not refpe&ing 
the judgment of the vuglar, but contenting 
himfelf with the confcience of truth, be- 
fides which, I protejl , fays he, Ipurpofe to 
write nothing. * 

To this are added, a true relatfon of fir 
Anthony Shirley's entertainment at the court 
of Perfia ; and the grandeur in which his 
brother mr. Robert Shirley lived, after his 
departure from Chrifiendom: The defcrip¬ 
tion of-Babylon and paradife, and of a port 
in the Perfian gulph, commodious for our 
Eajl-India company: and a fhort fketch 
of grofs abfurdities found in the Turkifh 
Alcoran. 

XII. The ten years travels of four 
Englifhmen and a preacher, into Africa , 
Afia, Troy , Bythinia, Thracia , the Black Sea, 
Syria, Cilicia , Pifidia, Mefopotamia, Da- 
mafcus, Canaan,"Galilee, Samaria, Judaa, 
Paleftina, Jerufalem , Jericho, and to the 
Red Sea, and divers other places ; very 
ufeful for travellers, and no lefs delightful 
to all perfons who take pleafure to hear of 
the manners, government, religion, and 
cuftoms of foreign and heathen countries. 

The names of thefe five travellers were 
William Biddulph, preacher to the com¬ 
pany of Englifh merchants refiding in A- 
leppo ; mr. Jeffery Kirbie , merchant; mr. 
Edmond Abbot, merchant ; mr. John Elkin, 
gentleman •, and mr. Jafper Tyon, jewel¬ 
ler ; men of learning, found judgment, 

x 


TENTS. 

and veracity ; and are recorded not to 
have delivered every thing that was told 
them for a truth, but examined every par¬ 
ticular with judgment and reafon. 

This book is eompofed of four letters, 
viz. two from Conftantinople^ one from 
Aleppo , and one froth Jerufalem. 

The firft letter was written from Con- 
fiantinople, the metropolis of all Thracia, 
wherein the author certifieth his friend of 
his voyage from England, and of fuch fa¬ 
mous places, and memorable matters, as 
he faw and obferved in the way thither. 

The fecond was fent from the fame re¬ 
nowned city, wherein he defcribeth Con- 
Jlantinople , from its beginning ; fhewing the 
firft building, deftruftion, re-edifying, and 
government of the fame unto this prefent 
day, and what antiquities are to be feen 
therein. 

The third was written from Aleppo in 
Syria Comagena , wherein the author molt 
judicioufiy and learnedly difcourfeth of his 
voyage from Conftantinople thither ; and 
defcribeth both generally the whole coun¬ 
try of Syria, and particularly 1 the city of 
Aleppo, the chiefeft city of traffick therein; 
and Iheweth, that Aleppo is inhabited by 
people of fundry countries; with the reli¬ 
gion, government, manners, and .cuftoms 
of every nation there dwelling or fojourn- 
ing, which is moft pleafant to read, for 
the variety of matters therein contained. 

, The fourth and laft letter was written 
from Jerufalem, wherein he relateth his 
travel by land, together 'with four other 
Englifhmen , from the city of Aleppo in Syria 
Comagena, to Jerufalem, by the fea of Ga¬ 
lilee or Tiberias, and lake of Gennefareth, 
and fo thorough the whole land of Ca¬ 
naan ; which way was never travelled by 
any Englijhman before. And this journey 
may be called Jacob's journey ; becaufe all 
the whole way, which they travelled thi¬ 
ther, is the way which Jacob travelled from 
Bethel, or Beerjheba, to his uncle Laban's 
hou.fe at Padan-Aram in Mefopotamia. 

XIII. A voyage to mount Libanus, 
wherein is an account of the cuftoms and 
manners, &c. of the Turks: alfo a de¬ 
fcription of Candia, Nicofa, Tripoli, ..Alex » 
andretta, &c. with curious remarks upon 
feveral paflages relating to the Turks and 
Maroniies , tranflated from the Italians. 
This was undertaken and written by the 
reverend father Jerom Dandini, of the fo- 
>ciety of Jefus, who was fent by the pope 
to the patriarch of the. Maronite ChriftianS 
living in mount Libanus, and contains a 
particular account of the '-feveral accidents 
that attended his travels, as well as a juft 
defcription of the moft remarkable places, 
men, and things in his whole journey, and 
ambafiage. But I judge that his account 
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A True JOURNAL to the Confines 
Indies, through the great Countries 
Mesopotamia, Armenia, Media, Hyrcania,; 
and Parthia: 

. *. . i • ; • •, 

with 

, . ' V. ’ C ‘ ‘ 

The AUTHO R’s Return by the Way of Per si a, Susiana," 
Assyria; Chald-ea and Arabia. 

, \ I . ' « ^ „ 

' ' . ■ * <■ • j ■ 

CoNTA INI N G, 

A full SURVEY of the Kingdom of PERSIA- and in 
what Terms the Perfian fiands with the Great-Turk , at 
this Day. 

ALSO r ' • ' , • 

A true Relation of SirANTHONX Sherlex’s Entertainment 

there; and the Eftate that his Brother, Mr. Robert Sher ley> lived in, after 
his Departure for Chrijlendom . 

WITH 

' « > • - . * 

The Defcription of a Port in the Perf an Gulph, commodious for our Raf- 
Indian Merchants : and a brief Rehearfal of fome grofs Abfurdities in the 
‘Turkijh ALCORAN. 


Penned by J. C. fometime Student in Magdalen-College, in Oxford, 



of th &EaJi- 
of Syria. 


X 


f 0 tk e •virtuous and worthy Knight , Sir Thomas Hunt, one of his Majeffs 
JuJiices of the Peace, and Quorum, in the County of Surry, J. C. wijh- 
eth all terrefrial and celejlial Happinefs. 

SIR , 

W H E N I confider that it is the common manner of all, that wrjfe any 
books in this age, to dedicate the fame to one or other of great place, I 
bethought me, to whom I might offer thefe my travels-, and at laft re~ 
folved with myfelf, none to be more fit than your worfhip ; both in regard of your 
zeal to religion (becaufe you do give to divers congregations in this land, milk with¬ 
out fiver, and bread without money, which not many other patrons do -,) as alfo for 
your love unto fcholars, who though in this unthankful age of ours, men wonder at 
us, ut puert Junonis avem and we wonder again at them, becaufe they do fo little 
for us j yet myfelf, and many others now, of fome place in the church, never de¬ 
parted difcontented from yob. Many other relpeCb, as well publick as private, do 
naturally bear this fmall difcourfe to the very point and centre of your worfhip’s only 
patronage. <•» - * ^ . T 

Concerning the matter of this difcourfe, you (hall find in the preface; and con¬ 
cerning the manner, there is no great matter of learning or ingenious invention only 
a fimple relation of a fimple truth yet fomewhat there is, which may happily con¬ 
cern the learned, and give fome fhtisiaction to an indifferent reader, when he under- 
ftands, how two of the moft mighty and moft warlike princes among the Barbarians, 
the Great Iurk and the Perjian, are now in arms one againft the other; ftirred up 
thereunto by two of our countrymen, Sir Anthony Sherley, and Mr. Robert Sherley 
fiis brother. 

A war not only like to be long and bloody, but alfo very commodious, and of 
great opportunity to the chriftian commonweal i for that it doth grant and give lei- 
fure to divers parts of Chriftendom to refrefh themfelves, and to increaf their forces, 
much weakened, both by the Great Turk's wars ; and moft of all by their civil dif- 
fentions at home. For Cortug-ogli , the Turkijh pirate, in fiis perfwafive oration to 
his great mafter Solytnan the magnificent, to befiege Rhodes , could fay unto him, 
“ And now, dread Sovereign, if it pleafe you te vouchfafe but to look into the matter, 
« you fhall fee that there is a divine occafion, by the procurement of our great pro- 
“ phet Mahomet, prefented unto your moft facred majefty* 1 , for that the chriftians of 
“ the weft are,at difcord and mortal war among themfelves.”- And to. fay the truth, 
the difcords and dinentions of chriftian princes have laid more countries to the enrich¬ 
ment of th t Great Turk, than ever his bow or fhield could have purchafed. In the 
days of Mahomet the fecond, thefe polluted Saracens had gleaned out o $ Chriftendom, 
like fcattered ears of corn, neglected by the owners, two hundred cities, twelve king¬ 
doms, and two empires, and ftill as a canker running on, before the Perjian took the 
field againft them, they every year did fret and eat into Chrijlendom. , 

Finally, I might have added many worthy collections, as well out of facred as pro- 
phane writers, that have written of the moft ftately and magnificent empire of the 
Medes and Perfians in times paft, and fo have compared it, with the modern and 
prefent ftate thereof; which hath fcarce a fhadow of the antique government, where¬ 
with it was then ruled and governed But the matter would have proved too long, 
and made this volume too great: and therefore, for thofe advertifements, I purpofe to 
put them forth, when God fhall make me ftrong and able. In the mean time, what- 
fbever is here penned, I leave it with your worfhip, befeeching you to give it enter¬ 
tainment. And fo I do moft humbly take my leave, commending both yourfelf, 
your virtuous lady, and your whole family to the beft mercies ot the lord tsfus. 
From my houfe in Southwark, this eighteenth of October, Anno Domini, One thou- 
fand fix hundred and eleven. , . 

Tour ivorjhip's to command in the Lord, 

John Cartwright. 


Gentle READER, 

I T was my purpofe to have added to this journal, fome oblervations touching our 
north-weft paffage; with many reafons to have proved the great probability there¬ 
of. But I am perfwaded by fome friends to make flay thereof, until the truth of the 
news: That it is already difeovered, be thoroughly, examined. In the mean time 
moderate thy opinion of our former proceedings. And though fome malevolent 
tongues have efpecially fhot out their venomous poifon againft me, upon what 
ground they cannot juftly fay, when they have been preffed thereto ; yet God is my 
witnefs, that my confcience is clear, either from wronging the company that then 
was, or any ways from hindering the full proceeding of that voyage, which J pur¬ 
pofe fhortly to make good unto the world. And for this fmall difcourfe, if it pafs 
current in thy judgment, I fhall think myfelf to have gained enough, in lieu of all 
the travels, of all the dangers and peril?, that I have fuftained in thqfe places. 



\ 
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THE 

PREACHERS TRAVELS; 

. * ? 

Wherein is fet down a general Defcription of the 

moft principal Kingdoms, that have been, and are at this 
Day in Asia the Great, viz. Syria, Mefopotamia , Armenia> 
the Great, Media , Hyrcania , Parthia , Perfia , Sufiana , C^/- 
A([yria> and Arabia: Together with the moft memo¬ 
rable Occurrences and Expeditions, which the Princes of 
thofe Parts have had each again ft the other. 


The PREFACE. 

P OMP ET the great being put to flight in the battle at Pharfalia , by Julius 
C<efar , was defirous to know of Cratippus , the philofopher, what fhould be the 
event of the wars between Cafar and himfelf, demanding of him, An fit provi¬ 
dential Whether the purpofe and decree of God were unchangeable without altera¬ 
tion ? To whom Cratippus anfwered, not as a philofopher, but as a true divine, fay¬ 
ing, Fatales ejfe imperiorum periodos, The providence of God is moft fure and certain ; 
which Pompey found moft true, in a fmall time after, when Ctefar was created the 
firft emperor of the Roman monarchy •, and which alfo fhall be verified (God willing) 
in the difcourfe of this journal •, wherein is principally fhewed, how all human af¬ 
fairs, and the greateft cities of renown have had their periods in their greateft per¬ 
fections ; to which, though they have afcended gradatim , yet they have forthwith 
fallen into a retrograde of declination, till they have been brought to the loweft de- ' 
gree which mifery can allot: So true is that of Seneca : • - 

Nulla fors longa , dolor & voluptas 
Invicem cedunt : brevior voluptas , 

Ima permutat brevis bora fumnis : 

Nemo confidat nimium fecundis. 

Nemo defperet meliora lapfis. 

No chance is long, for grief and eke delight, 7 '' 

By courfe give place, pleafure hath fhorter flight, 

An hour but fhort, that prefently doth end. 

Doth make the loweft things aloft afcend : 

Let none too much truft in a profperous ftate. 

Let none defpair, but hope for better fate. 

For in this fmall difcourfe we fhall fee how unavoidable deftruftion doth always at¬ 
tend on the fucceflion of greatnefs, and advancement on the pofterity of mifery \ as 
alfo the facking of many cities, the depopulating of the greateft countries, the de- 
pofing of princes, and high defcended families of their lives, together with their 
crowns and kingdoms ; and that in fo fhort a time, as never the like was executed The cau- 
in the antique world. Two reafons have moved me to fet down this journal; the ^ es th " 
one, for that I have not yet feen any that hath made a full defcription of thefe parts, Author to 
as they are at this day, which I hope fhall be performed by myfelf, who fpent much wr ite this 
VOL. I. 3 1 -- time journal. 
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The Treacher's Travels. 

time in thofe countries, being familiarly converfant (to help my knowledge herein) 
with many fultans, and principal commanders in the kingdom of Perfia \ as alfo di¬ 
vers Janizaries, who ferved in the wars, between the Great Turk and the Perjian: 
The other is, for that I do verily perfwade myfelf, that this difeourfe will breed 
much delight unto any indifferent reader, when he fhall underftand how mighty the 
forces are of the Perfian king, a capital enemy of the name of Chrift •, as alfo in 
what terms he ftandeth at this day with the Great Turk , what kingdoms he poffefTeth, 
what provinces are fubjedt unto him, his worfhip, his religion, his kind of govern¬ 
ment, their weapons, their manner of fight, their form of battle, the revenues and 
expences.of chat crown; and in a word, whatfoever elfe is necelfary to be known. 

Finally, you have here defcribed the feverai nations, fituations, cities, rivers, moun¬ 
tains, and provinces, which I have feen, and paffed by. It is not my purpofe. to write 
any thing of the iflands in the Mediterranean Sea , which we failed by, and are fo much 
renowned in old writers, viz. Majorca and Minorca , Corfica , Sicilia , Malta , Cephaionia , 
Zant, Candia, Rhodes and Cyprus j howfoever many excellent things might be fpoken 
of them *, yet feeing they are fo well known to moll of our nation, I omit to write, 
binding myfelf to a relation of what mine eyes have feen in more remote parts of the 
world, not refpe&ing the -judgment of the vulgars ; but contenting myfelf with the 
confcience of truth, befide which (I proteft) I purpofe to write nothing. 


The Beriming of The TRAVEL. 


A N D firft, I will begin at Alex an- 
dretta. Alexandretta, now called 
Scanderoon , is a road in the bot¬ 
tom of the Mediterranean-Sea , on the 
coaftof Cilicia , where our merchants land 
their goods to be fent to Aleppo : within 
eight miles of this road is Tharfus, the 
chief city of Cilicia , and the country of 
St. Paul: the place alfo where king So¬ 
lomon fent for great ftore of gold, and o- 
ther provifion for the building of the tem¬ 
ple : Whither the prophet Jonas alfo fled, 
when he (hould have gone to Nineveh . 
A little from this town did Alexander 
the Great give the overthrow in perfon to 
Darius , in joining of their firft battle to¬ 
gether. 

Lying at an anchor in the aforefaid 
road the fpace of two hours, our Jani¬ 
zaries, with a fufficient guard, and hor- 
fes for ourfelves, were ready to condudt 
us up to Aleppo , and fafe-guard us as well 
as they might, from the dangers and evils 


The Descr i ft i 

F IRS T, the greatnefs of the king¬ 
dom of Syria , which confronted! 
eaftward on Mefopotamia *, fouth- 
ward on Arabia ; northward on Cilicia, 
and Afia the Lefs •, and weftward on 
Tyre and Sydon, and the bottom of die 
Mediterranean-Sea'. The other the di- 
vifion of the faid kingdom, which divi- 


which many times in the way doth befal 
paftengers. In our paffage up, no mat¬ 
ter of importance happened: Many falft 
rumours of thieves were divulged by the 
country people, to ,affright us ; but we 
(by the afiiftance of God) arrived in fafe- 
ty at Aleppo , being fome fix miles be¬ 
fore our approach to the.city, encountred 
by many of our Englifh merchants, to 
gi ve us the welcome on the Twkifh fhore. 
After mutual courtefies ended, they ac¬ 
companied us into the city, unto the con- 
ful-palace; where having difmounted our¬ 
felves, we were well entertained by Mr. 
Richard Colethrufi , worthy confi.il then 
to our worthy. Englifh nation. At whofe 
charge and expences, I abode two months 
and better: All which time I fell into 
confideration, not fo much of the city as 
of the province, in which it ftandeth, of¬ 
fering hereby unto myfelf, two things 
worthy of obfervation. 


on of STR lA. 

* f* l 

deth itfelf into five notable provinces; 
viz. Paleftina , Phoenicia , Celejhia , Syria , 
and Camogena . The laft of which five is 
that part, which runneth up to the river 
Euphrates , and to the confines of Arme¬ 
nia, in which ftandeth the great and 
wealthy city of Aleppo. This kingdom 
of Syria hath divers cities of importance; 


/ 



The Treacher's Travels , 


but my purpofe is to fpeak but of thofe, 
which my journal leadeth me unto, and 
which my eyes have Teen, vizi Tripolis, 
Hamath, Antioch, and Aleppo. 

The Defcription tf/'Tripolis. 

TRIP 0 LIS is a town, which ftand- 
cth under a part of mount Lybanus , two 
Englijh miles diftant from a port, which 
trendeth in the form of an half moon, ha¬ 
ving on the one fide thereof five block- 
houfes, or fmall forts, wherein is very 
good artillery, and kept by an hundred 
Janizaries. This city is as great as Bri- 
jlol, and walled about, the walls being of 
no great force. The chiefeft ftrength is 
a. citadel, which ftandeth on the fouth- 
fide, within the walls, and overlooks the 
whole town •, and is ftrongly kept with 
two hundred Janizaries, and good artil¬ 
lery. Through the midft of this city 
paifeth a river, wherewith they water 
their gardens and mulberry trees, in fuch 
fort, that there breed on them abundance 
of filk-worms, wherewith the inhabitants 
make great ftore of very white filk, which 
is the chiefeft natural commodity in and 
about this place. Finally, this road of 
Tarapolos or Trapolos , commonly called 
Tripolis, was more frequented (before 
Scanderoon was found out) with all forts 
of Chrifiian merchants, as Venetians, Ge* 
noefe, Florentines, Marfilians, Sicilians, 
Ragufes, and Englijhmen, than any other 
port of the Great Turk's dominions. Some 
fay, that the fcale is again tranfiated from 
Scanderoon thither; but how true it is, I 
leave to the merchants to report. One 
inconvenience this town is fubjedt unto ; 
for right before it, toward the fea, is a 
bank of moving fand, which gathers and 
increafes with the weftem winds, in fuch 
fort, that according to an old prophefy a- 
mong them, this bank is like to fwallow 
up and overwhelm the town *, for every 
year it increafes more and more, and eat- 
eth up many gardens and orchards; al¬ 
beit they ufe all policy to diminifh the 
lame, and to *iake it firm ground. 

The Defcription a/'Hamath. 

THREE days journey from this 
town, in the mid-way to Aleppo ftandeth 
Hamath, a city of great antiquity, and 
Numb veI 7 famous in the feripture ; for it was 
xiii. 22. delivered up into the hands of David, by 
iChron.i. Toi, who was king of the fame. It ftand- 
16 ■ eth on a very goodly plain, replenilhed 

2 Sam. abundantly with com, and cotton-wooll •, 
but is much ruinated, and falleth more 
and more to decay j and- at this day there 


is fcarce one half of the wall ftanding, 
which hath been very fair and ftrong : 

But becaufe it coft many men’s lives to 
win it, the Great Turk will not have it 
repair’d, commanding thefe words to be 
fet over the caftle-gate, which ftandeth in 
the midft of the town, in the Arabian 
tongue : Curfed be the father and the fon, 
that Jhall lay their hands to the repairing 
of this place. 

The Defcription of Antioch. 

NOT far from this town is the fa¬ 
mous city Antioch, which in antient time 
was called Epidapbane, or Epiphane, 
and of the Hebrews Reblatha, fome time 
the feat of the Syrian kings, and after¬ 
wards the metropolitical city of Syria , 
having under it an hundred and fifty bi- 
fhops : Famous for many things, but a- 
mongft the reft, becaule it was the feat of 
the bleffed apoftle St. Peter, and becaule 
it was the firft place, where the profel- 
fors of chriftian religion took the name of 
Chrijlians. This city lyeth upon the river 
Orontes, in feripture called Farfar, about 
twelve miles from the lea, and was once 
ftrongly fortified both by nature on the 
one fide by high broken mountains, and 
on the other fide by art, being compalfed 
about with a double wall, the uttermoft 
whereof is of hard ftone, of an huge big- 
nefs, and the other of brick with four 
hundred and fixty towers on the fame, 
and an impregnable caftle at the eaft-end 
thereof, whereunto was joining a deep 
lake, coming out of the great river, which 
watereth the fouth fide of the city. 

But in the year of grace 1187, Saladin 
Sultan of AEgypt, dealt fo cunningly with 
the patriarch, that by his means the caftle 
(otherwife almoft impregnable) was for 
gold betray’d unto him. By means where^ 
of Saladin in a Ihort time became lord 
and mafter of that famous city (which was 
hardly gain’d by the whole power of the 
Chrijlians, after eleven months fiege) and 
with it five and twenty cities more, that 
depended on the fortune thereof, with all 
the provinces belonging thereunto; and 
fo now at this day, the fplendor and beau¬ 
ty thereof is altogether eclipfed by the 
Turks, there refting and remaining in the 
midft of the ruinous walls a fmall village 
to be feen. 

Clofe by the walls of this ruinous town, TheRivcx 
runneth the river Orontes, which courfeth Oronte*. 
through the large and fpacious plain of An* 
tioch, being number’d amongft the fa¬ 
mous ruins of Syria, whofe banks I have 
view’d, even from its fpringing head to 
its main channel, which is near to Seleu* 

cia 
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eta Plena, now called Boldin. This river 
amongft the Turks and Arabians hath quite 
loft its antient name : But becaufe it run¬ 
neth very fwiftly in its courfe, and hath 
many turnings and windings, (fo that thofe 
that fwim in it are oftentimes drown’d) 
as though the poor river had in that re- 
fpedt the nature of a murderer; therefore 
the "lurks and the Moors do now give it a 
name, that exprefsly fignifieth a murderer 
or tray tor. 

'The Dtfcription of Aleppo. 

FROM this miferable town we fpent 
a day’s journey and half to the rich and 
wealthy city of Jleppo , which in antient 
times was called Heliopolis, and was that 
antient Haram mention’d fo often in 
feripture. The Moors do call it Halip, 
which in our tongue fignifieth milk, for 
the fame Arabians do fay, that it was fo 
called for the abundance of milk, which 
in the time of the patriarchs was yielded 
by the herds and flocks of cattle, which 
fed in thofe champains. This city ftand- 
eth in the province of Camogena , which 
runneth up to Euphrates , and to the con¬ 
fines of Armenia , and is now become the 
third capital city of the Turkijh empire. 
And well it may be fo accounted, fince it 
is the greateft place of traffick for a dry 
town in all thofe parts ; for hither refort 
Jews , Tartarians, Perfians, Armenians, 
Egyptians, Indians , &c. and many fort of 
Chriftians , all enjoying freedom of con- 
fcience, and bringing thither all kinds of 
rich merchandize : The trade and traffick 
of which place, becaufe it is fo well 
known to moft of our nation, I omit to 
write of. . 

The air of this city is much pleafing 
and delightful to a found and healthy bo¬ 
dy, but very piercing and dangerous for 
fuch as have received any contagion at 
Scanderoon *, and therefore it is not good, 
for any paffenger to lie long at that road,, 
but to haften at his firft arrival, fo foon as 
he can, up farther into the country. This 
city lieth upon the river Singa, which as 
TheRiver fome report, a foldier of Grand Caire 
s y n £ a - drew from Euphrates, and hath a chan¬ 
nel under-ground, which produceth many 
fountains both publick and private, yield¬ 
ing no fmall pleafure and contentment to 
the inhabitants. It containeth.in circuit 
four hills, upon one of which is raifeda 
<..C goodly caftle, having a deep ditch in¬ 
trench’d round about, and abridge amend¬ 
ing ftep by ftep, with four gates, before 
you, can pafs into the caftle itfelf, being 
guarded with a ftrong and fure garrifon of 
four or five hundred Janizaries, both to 
curb the rebellion of the city and to keep 


it from foreign invafion. The walls of 
the city are. about three Englijb miles in 
compafs, and the fuburbs almoft as much 
more: and round about for lour miles 
fpace are goodly gardens, orchards 
and vineyards, which bear abundance of 
delicate fruits, and of the beft wines, 
which are notwithftanding very dear, by 
reafon of the quantity thereof, that there 
is fold and eaten. The number of people 
which refort to this city may eafily be 
comprehended, fince between the city and 
the iuburbs, in the year of grace ,1555, 
there died of the plague more than an 
hundred and twenty thoufand perfons in 
three months. No building of impor¬ 
tance is here to be feen, fave the temples 
or mofques, and caines, all fabricated of Caines are 
hard quarry ftone, arched and vaulted ftorehou- 
with cifterns full of water in the midft of ^ 
the courts. In a word, this city is one 
of the moft famous marts of the eaft; 

The cuftoms that are paid by our Eng- 
lijh nation, the French, the Venetians , 
the huge caravans, which come from 
Balfara, Perfia, Mecha, are exceeding 
great, and therefore may well obtain the 
third place of the Turkijh empire. 

Neverthelefs it hath endured divers 
changes, and fuiidry alterations, being in 
the year 1177, betray’d and taken from 
the chriftians by Saladin, Sultan of Damaf-. 
cus ; but afterwards in the year 1260, it 
was , again recover’d by Haalon the Tar¬ 
tar, who having received the chriftian 
faith, was fent of purpofe by Mango the 
great Cham of Tart ary, a chriftian alfo, 
with a puififant army, and a world of peo¬ 
ple to relieve the diftrefs’d chriftians in. 

Syria and fo Haalon with Hay ton king 
of Armenia, fcouring through the countries - 
of Perjia, AJfyria, and Mefopotamia , in 
the end enter’d into Syria , and in a few 
days took Aleppo, facking and razing it 
down to the ground, but it continued not 
fo long *,. for afterwards being repair’d 
by the chriftians, it was again taken by 
the Sultans of Egypt, who pofiefifed it 
many years, but in the year 1516, when 
Campfon Gaurus reign’d in Egypt, it was 
peaceably deliver’d up by Cayerbeius the 
traytor, into the hands of Selymus the firft, 
who favourably took the citizens into his 
prote&ion ; and the more to win their \ 
heaus, granted unto them greater privi¬ 
leges than they had in former time enjoy¬ 
ed. And lb ever fince hath continued 
under the Turkijh government, having 
under the regiment thereof, five and twen¬ 
ty thoufand Timarriots, that is to fay, 
Penjioners, which are allhorfemen, fo cal¬ 
led of Timaro, that is a ftipend, which 
they have of the Grand Signor , viz. the 
poflefiion of certain villages and towns, 

which 
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which they hold during their life, and for after he had with great majefty govern’d 
which they ftand bound. For every three- the kingdom of Egypt , India, and Syria, 
fcore ducats of yearly revenue, to main- many years and together with the lofs 
tain one horfeman either with bow and of his life and overthrow of his army, he 
arrows, or elfe with target and lance, and loft the great and populous kingdom of 
that as well in time of peace, as in tirtie of AEgypt, which he and his predeceffors 
war. had gotten and kept by mardal prowels 

Having refted in Aleppo two months about the fpace of three hundred years. ' 
ACaravau and better, Mr. John Mildenal and my- Being arrived cn the banks of Euphra- 
is a great felf took our leave of the conful and mer- tes, we found it as broad as the Thames at 
man y Ca- chants, with a full intent and purpofe to Lambeth ; but ill fome places it is nar- 
nc^much trave * unto t ^ ie S reat city Labor, in the rower, in fome broader, running with a 
unlike our great MogoTs country in the Eaft Indies: very fwife Itream and current, almoft as 
carriers Logding all that night on a thin Turkijh " faft as the river Trent. At this place doth 
here in carpet in woods-cain, where the caravan this river begin to take its name, being 
England. was aflembled, to the end that we might here all gathered into one channel, where- 
be with the foremoft: For delay in fuch as, before it cometh down from the 
travel doth produce great and inevitable . lake Cbieldor-Giol in Armenia , in manifold 
danger. From Aleppo we fpent three arms and branches, and therefore is called 
days journey unto the banks of Euphrates , by the country people, by a name which 
palling by many villages not worth the fignifieth a thoufand heads. Here it is 
naming, and fertile plains, abounding that merchants ufe to pals down by barks 
with all fort of provifion necelfary for unto Babylon , thereby to avoid and Ihun 
man’s life. One of thofe villages is a vil- the great charge and wearifomnels of tra- 
lage of note unto this day, called by the vel through die defart of Arabia. Which 
Tedith a country people Teditb , where the Jews paffage they make fometimes in fifteen 
village of keep a monument in remembrance of the days, fometimes in twenty days, and 
note, *for g rc at fynod holden there in the year fometimes in thirty days, anfwerable to 
fj^ from the creation 3498. For after the the rifing and falling of the river : And 
holden twelve tribes were by Salmanazer king of .the beft time to pals thither is either in 
there by the AJJyrians led caprive into a country Jlpril or October, when the river doth 
the chief- never inhabited by any before, a year and fwell with abundance of rain. The boats 
forthTre j ourne y 5 f° as men in this age are flat bottom’d, becaufe the river is 
fomation trouble their wits t0 ^ now where they re- (hallow in many places; fo that when they 
of the old main, in the Eajt or JVeJt-Indies , in Tar - travel in the months of July, Augujt and 
teftament. tana or Mofcovia, and new inhabitants in September , they find the river at fo low 
their place I fay, it fo fell out that after an ebb, that they are fain to carry with 
the captivity of Babylon , an hundred and them a (pare boat or two, to lighten their 
twenty men of the chiefeft of the Jews own, if they fhould chance to fall on the 
held a Synod at the aforefaid village, of ’fhoals. Every night after fun-fet, they 
whijeh Efdras was the feribe, at which fallen thefe Boats to a Hake, the mer- 
Synod (as the Rabbins affirm) were prefent .chants lying aboard, and the mariners up- 
TAehemias, Mardocheus, Zorobabel, Jo - on the fhore, as near as they can unto the 
Jhua. the high prieft, Daniel, Ananias , fame. In this paffage down the river, you 
Azarias, Mifael, Haggeus, Zacharias, and lhall meet with divers troops of Arabians, 
Malachiah,and placed the books of the old \ who will barter their provifion of dyet 
teftament in the fame order as now they (for they care not for money) as hens, 
are,and chang’d theHebrew characters (the kids, lambs, butter, and fower milk, for 
figure T excepted) into the AJfyrian chara- glaffes, combs, coral, amber, knives, 
Cters, which is the fquare form ufed at this bread and pomegranats, pilles, wherewith 
day: And changed the Hebrew tongue they ufe to tann their goats skins, in which 
into the Armenian tongue ; but that was they churn withal. All of them, as well 
altered afterwards, and the right Hebrew women, children, and men, are very good 
tongue reftor’d. fwimmers, who oftentimes will fwim to 


Near unto this town is the valley of 
The val- Salt, memorable for that great overthrow 
ley of Salt, which David gave the Amorites, when he 
zSam. vii. flew Q f them in one battle eighteen thou- 
l 3* land men. Here, alfo Campfon Gaurus 
the great fultan of Egypt, fought that dead¬ 
ly and mortal battle with Selymus the firft, 
the great Turk ■, where he loft his life, be¬ 
ing trodden, without regard, to death both 
by his own foldiers and purfuing enemy, 
Vo l. I. 


the bark fide with veffels full of milk up¬ 
on their heads. Thefe people are very 
thievifh, and therefore, in your paffage 
down, good watch muft be kept.; r ... 

But to return where we left; we were 
conftrain’d by the deepnefs of the river to 
ferry over our whole caravan, which 
confided of a thouland perfons, befides 
camels, horfes, mules, and affes, by rea- 
fon of which multitude we fpent a whole 
8 R " day 
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day m tran (porting over the faid Caravan, with folemn pomp had,in the fight of the 
The gains of which tranfportation yield- army, forced their horfes into the river 
ed the ferriman a. fhaughoe, which is five to drink ; giving to underftand by that 
pence Englijh upon a bead. It was the ceremony, the greatnefs of their Empire, 
manner of the JEgyptian Sultans, not to and that they were ready by force of arms 
account themfelves worthy of the name to prove, that all thofe countries were 
of fultans, or great general., before they theirs, which lay along the river from 
had encamped their army upon this fide the mountain Taurus, unto the defart of 
of the river and in this place, and there Arabia. 


<• J 


The Description of MESOPOTAMIA. 


B EING over the aforefaid river, we 
arrived at Bir, and entered into the 
famous province of Mefopotamia ; which 
northwards bounds on a part cf Arrhenia 
the Great , where the altar of Hercules 
flood ; l’outhward on the defart of Ara¬ 
bia i eaftward on Affyna •, and well ward 
on Armenia the lefs. The Hebrews were 
wont to call this kingdom Aram Nearot, 
Syria amongft the rivers, as the Jews do 
at this day. The Greeks call it Mefopo- 
tamia, becaufe it lyeth between two great 
rivers, which watered Paradice, Euphra¬ 
tes and Tygr.s. The Turks do call it 
Diarbech. This province of itfelf is moll 
fruitful, but by the Turkijh wars much 
ruinated and wafted : Neverthelefs there 

are fome cities of great importance. 

* ' . . 

m f , 

The Defcription of Bir. 

i t *% * y,'j i*' 

BIR, called by Ptolomey , Barfma, 
is an antient city, but very ruinous. It 
is very famous for the fituation, being 
built on the fide .of an high craggy moun¬ 
tain, having the river Euphrates running 
'clofe 'uhder the : wall thereof;: arid'a* moft 
•' ’delightful ^alfby,' yielding ‘ abiindance bf 
grain and other necefiary provifion. But 
becaufe this town is not much efteem’d 
by the Turksfhut left open to the fury of 
every enemy, I will be 1 fparing to’fpeak 
thereof, and fo pafs to the reft. 

I Vv7 * .. t % *’S. ^ 1 ' • 
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ABOUT two days journey from 
v this' unrefpe^led town, wehame to Orpha, 
a ‘city r of great account 1 and 'eftimation •, 
which manyfuppofe to have been the 
famous city Edeffa , which Seleucus (the 
next king' 1 after Alexander J the Great) 
built. 7 For ^having; conquered Afta and 
‘ Syria,' FunBius reports, that he began’-to 
/ build tdwns^hd'cities, as 1 Antioch,} Ldo- 
dicea, Seleucia, Apamia , Betonea , Pel- 
lumfand Edtjja \ and they are riot de¬ 
ceived, becaufe that, as yet, there re- 


maineth certain monuments of Baldewine, 
in Latin letters, who, after his brother 
Godfrey was polfelTed of Jerufalem, is 
reported to have taken Edeffa, and there 
reigned. The air of' this city is very 
healthful, the country fruitful, only wood 
excepted, and therefore inftead thereof 
they burn the dung of camels, and other 
beafts, dried in the fun. This city is 
built four fquare ; the weft part Hand¬ 
ing on the fide of a rocky moun¬ 
tain, and the caft part trendeth into a 
fpicious valley, replenilhed with vine¬ 
yards, orchards, and gardens : the walls 
are very ftrong, furniflied with great 
ftore of artillery, and contain in circuit 
three Englijh miles ; and for the gallant- 
nefs of the fight, it was once" reckoned 
the metropolitical feat of Mefopotamia* 
howfoever it is now tranflated to Cara- 
mida or CaraemA. There is in this city 
a fountain full of fifties, fo uled to hand, 
that they will receive any fuftenance 
i that;fhall : ‘Both 

Jews, Armenians, and Turks , reported 
unto us, that this fountain was Jacob *s 
well, and that here he ferved his unde 
l 'Laban" twice l&veri years/‘for fair 4 arid 
beautiful Rachel. * ’'/"'I'T* 

J The “gates 6f this city weirfe' very mudh 
^battered; ^ little befdre’ our ' coming, by 
Eliazgee the' Scriv'dno, and tHe rebels his 
followers; the fuccefs whereof fo much 
tormented the haughty mind of Mahomet 
the Turkijh emperor, as that it would 
fcarce fuffer him to think of any thing 
elfe. For the rebel growing Konger 
and ftronger (by reafon of the great mini 
bers which he allured with the fweet 
name of liberty, hope of prey, or the 
good entertainment by him given, daily 
more relented unto his camp) had over¬ 
run a great part of the Turk's 'dominion 
in AJia the lefs *, and in thde parts, * ic- 
* ting all to fir e and fword that ftood in 
’jfiis”way, ranfacking alfo ‘divers"' Walled 
fenced Cities by the w^y is'he went, 
this City bearing a (hare in that mifery > 

for 
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for being entred into the city, he drew 
the citizens to a compofition of fifty thou" 
fand chequins, and fo departed. A re. 
bellion not only dangerous to the great 
Turk, but rilfo very commodious, and of 
great opportunity to the Chriftian com- 
jtioriweal, and to the Perjian himfelf, if 
at this time they had taken up arms 
' together. 

Memorable alfo is this city, then called 
Carr as, for the great battle that was 
fought before it between the Romans and 
Craps the Parthians , when Marcus Crajfus 
and Sure- was general on the one fide, and Surena 
na joined on the other fide, who, joining both thei r 
0 " le t0 * armies together, there was fought a moft 
before mortal and deadly battle : for there 
the walls might a man have feen a miferable and 
of Orpha. lamentable fight of the overthrown Ro¬ 
mans , which were fo tortured and tor¬ 
mented with the Parthians arrows, that 
fome fhewed unto their captains their 
hands faft nailed to their targets, fome 
their feet fhot through and nailed to the 
ground, fome their bodies ftuck full of 
forked arrows, and fome wounded with 
fpears and pikes, in fuch cruel manner, 
that the moft part of the gentlemen of 
Rome flew themfelves •, for Publius Craf- 
fus himfelf commanded one of the gen¬ 
tlemen to kill him, whofe head was after- 
Wards cut off by the enemy,'and fent to 
his father for a prefent, the father’s for¬ 
tune being no pefter.than his foil’s, for 
his head was cut off as his fon’s was, and 
fwerity thOufand Romans of great account 
- flairl, befides a great number carried cap¬ 
tives into Parthia. Plutarch affirmed}, 
&at;fhe PdrlbiaHs fd.tniimphed of this 
Victory in their fea'fts and plays,' that they 
made rhymes and iefta of both Crajfus 
headL.- 1 ^. '1 

At this dt^, feihg^d our cuftora, 
tfhich.is a dollar On a flint of gbods, 
our Caravan was licenfed to depart ; arid 
at our ordinary hour, which was three 
of the clock in the afternoon, we fet for¬ 
ward towards the antient city of Amida, 
now called Caramida , or Cara emit, five 
days lOurriey from Orpha , travelling fome- 
times over rough and craggy mountain^, 
and fometimes through moft delightful 
plains and Valleys, amongft which there 
is one of note, environed about with 
a pale of mountains, in fuch wife that 
there is but one entry and paffage. 

Ucy 6 of t ^ ie m *dft thereof we beheld the 

Modules ru i ns °f a great fortrefs, built (aS the 
to win un- country people report) by Aladules, a 
to himfelf mountain king, who much annoyed Sely- 
defperate mus j arK j his army, in his expedition 

to execute a S a ^ n ^ dfmael the Perjian king. This 
his mif- plain is very pleafant to the eye, by reafon 

chievous of the fair meadows and brooks where- 
pra&ices. 


with the fame doth plentifully abound. 
In this place did Aladeles build divers 
houfes of pleafure, caufing the fame to 
be inhabited with the faireft young men 
and women that could be found; fo that, 
when he had furprifed any young man, 
he brought him to this fortrefs, and gave 
unto him a drink, which ffiould caufe 
him to deep fo foundly, that he Ihould 
fo remain a long Ipace, as though he had 
been dead ; then Would he caufe him to 
be carried into this valley amongft his 
' beautiful women, and to be clothed with 
rich apparel; fo that awaking out of his 
trance he Ihould find himfelf another 
man, and as though he came into a new 
world. Forthwith he was entertained 
with all kinds of pleafures which youth 
and luft could defire, and this continued 
fo long as one whole day lafted. But at 
night, after a certain banquet, the drink, 
as before, again was given him, to make 
deep, his fumptuous attire pulled off, 
and his forrfier garments put on, and fo 
carried again into the fortrefs from whence 
he came, a place far unlike that which he 
had been in the day before. 

Hereupon the mountain king would 
infer, that the place he had been in was 
' Paradife, and that it lay in 'his power to 
fend him thither when he would ; if 
therefore he had a defire to continue in 
fuch happinefs for ever it was granted unto 
him upon this conditibnj That he Ihould 
.take courage to adventure his life in fuch 
fervice as he Ihould command him. To 
.which thofe defperate villains mod; wil¬ 
lingly confented, as not efteeming any 
adventure dangerous, yea, though it were 
with.the lofs of their own lives, fo they 
might.attain that vain Paradife , which 
Aladules had promifed unto them. Selim 
the great Turk had like to have loft his 
life, together- with .other Princes,, too 
long to recite, by thefe defperate ruffians; 
but Selim, in his return from Perjia, both 
deftroy’d their king, and ruinated their 
fortrefs, with all the houfes of pleafure 
built in the aforefaid valley. 


: .) i 


-n: 


The JDefcription of Caraemit. 


•i. AT the end of five days travel from 
Orpha, we arrived at an antient city, 
termed by Ionius , and others, Ami da, 
But now Caraemit, which is to fay, the 
Black City, either for the ftone wherewith 
it is built, being like unto jet in colour, 
or for the fertility of the foil round ahout 
it, which is of a dufky colour. This 
city is feated upon a marvellous high rock, 
and containeth in circuit very near fix 
miles \ and though it be fufficiently for¬ 
tified by nature, yet is it environed with 

a double 



13 The Treacher's 'Travels . 


a double wall; the outmoft is fomewhat 
decayed, but the inmoft is well repaired ; 
being fenced with great ftore of artillery. 
It is governed by a Bajfa , who command- 
eth over twelve Sanzacs , and thirty thou- 
fand Timariots ; and is now become the 
metropolitical city of Mefopotamia. There 
were muftcred from this city, when Amu- 
rat the third invaded Per/ia , in the year 
157$, twelve thoufand foldiers, the cap¬ 
tain being well check’d by general Mujia- 
pha for bringing fo few. The foldiers of 
this city, for the moft part are archers *, 
not of any courage, but very effeminate, 
and accuftom’dto the ufe of the fcymetar. 

During our abode at this place (which 
was fourteen days), we lodged in a very 
fair caine, - built of free-ftone; for which 
lodging we paid to the mafter of the 
caine five fhaughoes a-peice; all which 
time nothing fell out worthy obfervation, 
A moft but the cruel execution of a petty male- 
cruel exe- fa&or, who having but pilfered away 
cution. certain fmall wares, was mounted on a 
camel, with his arms fpread abroad, ha¬ 
vin' two focket-holes bored in his fhoul- 
der-blades •, into which were fet two fla¬ 
ring torches, dropping continually on his 
skin, to his greater torment; and in the 
end, having carried him, in this pitiful 
manner, through the principal ftreets of 
the city, they brought him to the place 
of execution, and there ganched him on 
a great iron hook, fuffering him fo. to 
hang till he died. 

Palling through the fourth gate of this 
city, we paid to the porter at the gate a 
fhaughoe upon a beaft, defcending from 
the city into a moft fertile and fruitful 
plain, where are many gardens and or¬ 
chards, and places of great refreftiment. 

Through this plain runneth the great 
rates- r ‘ ver Euphrates^ with a very fwift current-; 
and is as broad here, fome times of the 
year, as the ‘Thames at London-Bridge ; 
but now was much dried up, by reafon 
of the "heat in fummer, making thereby 
many iflands and demi-iflands, where the 
citizens of Caramit , during the lummer 
feafon, do ufe to pitch their tents; to en¬ 
joy the refrefhment of.the air and river; 
but in the winter, it fwelleth fo abun¬ 
dantly, over the faid iflands and-banks, 
that neither man nor beaft is able to pafs 
over; to avoid which inconvenience, there 
is, a mile diftant from the city, a ftone 
bridge of twenty arches, made over the 
faid river. This evening we pitched two 
miles from the city, and. ftaid all that 
night, on purpofe for fome merchants that 
were behind. Here we exchanged our 
camels, and inftead of them took mules, 
a creature far more.fit to travel 6ver crag¬ 
gy rocks and mountains than camels; for 


now we were within a Few days journey, 
to pafs over the high mountains of Arms- 
nia , called in fcripture, the mountains of 
Arraret: which travel with camels is 
not only laborious, but very dangerous, if 
the ground fhould prove moift or flabby; 
for then, being laden with heavy burthens, 
they cannot go onwards; neither are they 
able to pafs with their huge burdens* 
through the ftrait paffages which are in 
thofe mountains. 

Two days journey from Caraemit , we One of the 
retted at the' foot of a great rocky moun- 
tain, being one of the heads out of which 7-^' 

• 93 £W floweth, and runneth down with a flo Ws . 
fwift current to Balfara ; and fo diicharges 
itfelf in the Perjian gulph. Strangely 
doth it iffue but of three rocks admirably ' 
hanging ; that a man, as he pafleth un¬ 
der them, would imagine them to be 
ready to fall on his head: And, for 
the ftrangenefs of the fight, the Turks 
have builded three bridges in the midft of 
thofe rocks, to pafs from one unto ano¬ 
ther ; thereby to behold nature’s wifdom 
in framing them fo wonderful. We went 
to view the fame, but through the huge 
over-falls, which came far off within thofe 
mountains, and the fteepnefs of the fame, 
together with the hideous noife, and 
whittling murmuring, we found not fo 
great contentment above, as we did be¬ 
neath. , • 

The next day we ipent over many high Gail-crees 
mountains, on. the .top whereof grew 
great quantities of gall-trees, which are 
fomewhat like our oaks, but lelTer, and 
more crooked: On the beft tree in this 
place a man lhall not gather a pound of 
galls: At evening we pitch’d again on 
the banks of Euphrates ; and in the morn- at*. 
ing palled the faid river, but not by , 
barge as. before, which was likely to 
have bred no fmall annoyance to our 
whole caravan; for through the fwiftnefs 
of the ftream, and deepnefs of the chan¬ 
nel, many beafts, with their ladings, had 
been carried away and drowned, if there 
had not been In time a ihallow ford dif- 
covered, which had in foch fort raifed the 
depth of the channel, making as it were 
a fhelf for our coin mod b us paffage ; by 
help whereof there was not fo much as 
one man or beaft that perlflied. 

‘The DefcriptiGn of the Curdles, a moft 
- Thie t vijh People . 

- 1 - •' . , , 1 
_ f t 

W E were no fooner over, but forth¬ 
with we were encountered with a certain 
troop of people called the Cur dies, which 
fome think to be a remnant of the ancient 
Parthians , who fo much annoyed the 
v - . .. Romans 
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Romans with their bows and arrows, as 
before is declared. This rude people are 
of a goodly ftature, and well proportion’d, 
and do never go abroad without their 
arms, as bows and arrows, fcymetar and 
buckler; yea, and at fuch time, when 
a man for age is ready to go down to his 
grave. They do adore and worihip the 
devil, to the end he may not hurt them 
or their cattle, and very cruel are they to 
all forts of Cbrijlians ; in which regard, 
the country which they inhabit is at this 
The Car- day termed Terra Diabolic the land of 
dies wor- the devil. They participate much of the 
o/PP- nature of the Arabians , and are as infa- 
Devil. mous in their Ladrocinies and robberies as 
the Arabians themfelves. > They live un¬ 
der the commandment of the Great Turk 9 
but with much freedom and liberty : For 
Selymus the fecond, having a great mul¬ 
titude of them in his army againft the 
Perjians , they did him little fervice, per¬ 
forming no more than what well pleafed 
themfelves. This thieviflh company did 
fundry times arreft our caravan, affirming, 
that their prince had fent for a dollar on 
a l'urn of goods, without the payment 
whereof (being five feveral times demand¬ 
ed) we ffiould not pafs through their 
country. 

One village of note is there in this 


country, wholly inhabited by the Cur - 
dies , being five days journey from Carae - 
tnit y and three days journey from Bitclijh, 
called by the country peopl e Manufiute. Mam/ntc 
This town is feated in a mod fertile and 
fruitful valley between two mountains, a- 
bounding with.pafture and cattle: and a- 
bout a mile from it, is an hofpital dedi¬ 
cated to St. John the Baptijl ; which is 
much vifited, as well by Turks as Chri - 
ftiansy who fiiperftitioufly affirm, thatwho- 
foever will beftow either a fheep, kid, or 
fome piece of money, to relieve the poor 
of that place, fhall not only profper in 
his journey, but obtain forgivenefs of all 
his fins. To the governor of this village 
we paid for our cuftom a ffiaughoe, on a 
fumof goods, and fo were difmiffed. The 
next day following we pafied over many 
craggy and fteep mountains j and at the 
laft refled ourfelves and wearied beafts on 
the bank of Euphrates ; being the utmoft F 
bounds on this fide of Mefopotamia , and ^ r 
fo entered the day following, on the bor¬ 
ders of Armenia the Great ; which is by 
fome diftinflly divided into three parts ; 
the north part whereof, being but little, is 
called Georgia \ the middle part Tur co- 
mania- y and the third part by the proper 
name of Armenia , 


The, Description of ARMEN I A. 


Thcongi- ARMENIA was founded by Arlne- 

Jrmeniam , n \ us ( one , of the companions of Ja- 
JoHy who won the Golden Fleece at Cole bos:) 
for after Jafon was dead, Armenius having 
gathered together a great multitude of 
people, and wandering up and down the 
country, in the end, he founded the 
town of Armeniay near unto the moun¬ 
tains, out of which the river Tygris. Ipring- 
eth •, conftituting many good and whole- 
fome laws, whereby from time to time, 
the country of Armenia was governed by 
kings of their own nation, until fuch 
time, as the houfe of the Ottopians fub- 
dued the fame. 

It is now called Turcomaniay and was 
firftcame t ^ ie ^ eat the ^ wrks y after their firfl 
out of Scy- coming out of Uythia ; who left their na- 
thiay and tural feats in that cold and bare country, 
feated t0 f ee j c themfelves others, in more plea- 

felves in ^ ant anc * tem P erate countries, more fou- 
Armenia. therly ; ftirred up, no doubt, by the hands 
of the Almighty, who being the author 
of all kingdoms upon earth, as well of 
thofe which he hath appointed as fcour- 
ges wherewith to punifh the world, as o- 
thers more bleffed. This people thus 
ftirred up, and by the Cafpian ports paf- 
Vol. I. 


fing through the Georgian country, then 
Called Iberia , near unto the Cafpian fea •, 
firft feized upon this part of Armenia , 
and that with fo ftrohg a hand, that it 
is by their pofterity yet holden at this 
day, and of them called Turcomania ; 
of all other, the moft true progeny of the 
Turks. Thefe Turcomanes of a long time 
under their divers leaders, in the manner 
of their living, moft refembling their an- 
ceftors, did roam up and down with their 
families, and heads of cattle, after the 
manner of the Scythian Nomades , their 
countrymen, without certain places of a- 
bode ; yet at great unity amongft them¬ 
felves, as not having much to lofe, or 
wherefore to drive. This people did not 
-only notably defend this country, thus by 
them at firft polfelfed ; but ftill incroach- 
ed farther and farther, and gaining by o- 
ther men's harms, became at length 
dreadful unto their neighbours, and of 
fome fame alfo farther off. Whereunto 
the effeminate cowardife of thofe delicate 
people of Afiay with whom they had to 
do, gave no lefs furtherance than their 
own valour *, being, neverthelefs, an hardy 
rough people, though not much skillful, 
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The Ar¬ 
menians 
are a po¬ 
pulous na¬ 
tion. 


or train’d up in the Feats of war. But 
to leave the Turcomanes for a while, we 
will return where we left. 

This country of Armenia hath for its 
utmoft bounds northward, Colchos , Iberia, 
, and Albania ; all which are now called 
V the Tartars Comania. Colchos was 
that famous province, fo much fpoken of 
by the poets, for the fable of Medea and 
Jafon, and the Golden Fleece :' The in¬ 
habitants now are called Mengrellians, a 
. nation mold barbarous and favage, felling 
their fons and daughters to the Turks for 
little or nothing. Iberia is now called 
Georgia, and Albania , Zuiria : Weftward 
it confronts upon Euphrates and Armenia 
the lefs: Southward on Mefopotamia , with 
that which the Curdies inhabit: And eaft- 
ward on the river Araxis, which. water- 
eth the fouth part of Armenia, and almoft 
divideth from Georgia. 

A Defcription of the people of Arme¬ 
nia, as they are at this day. 


A T our firfi entrance into this country, 
we travelled through a goodly, large, and 
fpacious plain, compafs’d about with a 
row of high mountains, where were ma¬ 
ny villages, wholly inhabited by Arme¬ 
nians i a people very induftrous in all 
kind of labour: their women very skil¬ 
ful and aftive in Ihooting, and managing 
any fort of weapon, like the fierce Ama¬ 
zons in antienttime ; and the women at 
this day, which inhabit the mountain at 
Xatach in Perjia. Their families are ve¬ 
ry ;reat ; for, both fons, nephews, and 
nieces do dwell under one roof, having all 
their fubftance in common: And when 
the father dieth, the eldeft fon doth go¬ 
vern the reft; all fubmitting themfelves 
under his regiment. But when the eldeft 
fon dieth, the government doth not afs 
to his fons, but to the eldeft brother. 
And if it chance to fall out, that all the 
brethren do * die, then the government 
doth belong to the eldeft fon of the eldeft 
brother, and fo fromi one to another. ! In 
their diet and cloathing, they are all fed 
and cloathed alike, living in all peace and 
tranquility, grounded on true love and 
honeft fimplicity. 

To difeourfe how populous this nation 
is at this day, is needlefs, fince they in¬ 
habit both in Armenia the greater, and 
Armenia the lefs; as alfo in Cilicia, Bi- 
thinia, Syria, Mefopotamia and Perjia. 
Befides the principal cities of the Turkijh 
empire be much appopulated with them, 
as Brujia, Angori , Trabifonda, Alexandria, 
Grand Caire, Conjtantinople, Caffa, Aleppo, 
Orpha , Cara-emit, Van , and Julpha. 


Some of this nation affirmed unto us, thac 
the chiefeft caufeof their great liberty in 
the Ottoman kingdom is, for that certain 
of their kings bare great affe&ion and 
love unto Mahomet their lewd prophet, in 
regard whereof Mahomet did recommend 
them as his kind friends to his fucceffors, 
who ever fince have permitted the poor 
Armenians to live amongft them. But 
the true reafon is, for that they are very 
laborious in tranfporting merchandize from 
one city to another, by which means, 
through the cuftoms which are paid in 
every city, the coffers of the Grand 
Signor are wonderfully enrich’d. Unto 
which doth well agree that fcoffing taunt 
which Abbas now king of Perfia did throw 
upon an Armenian, who being defirou? to 
forfake the Chrijlian faith, and to em¬ 
brace the wicked and filthy fuperftition 
of the Perjians, upon hope of reward 
and preferment, the king did not only 
rebuke his tepedity and coldnefs in his 
religion, but fent - him away with this 
fcornful reproof; That an Armenian now 
was good for nought, fave as a camel to 
tranfport merchandize from one city to 
another: implying that howfoever in an- 
tient- times they had been warlike and 
cou'ragious, yet now they were become 
Buffettoes and Pultrones, altogether unfit 
for martial affairs. 

.This people have two patriarchs, to 
whom they give the name of univerfal: 
the one keepeth his feat in the city of 
Sis in^ Caramania, not far From Thar- 
fus : the other in the monaftery of Ec- 
meazin, near unto the city Ervan in this 
country. Under thefe two patriarchs are 
eighteen monafteries full fraught with 
friars of their religion ; and four and 
twenty bifhopricks. . The maintenance 
allow’d in times paft unto each of thefe 
two patriarchs was a maidin an houfe ; 
each patriarch having under him twenty 
thoufand houfholds : But now that large 
benevolence the great Turk hath feiz’d 
into his own hands, as if the tythe of the 
church were fitter for his unfatiable defire; 
than for thefe poor, miferable, and de- 
fpifed church-men : and therefore now 
they are conftrained to live on the alms of 
the people, going continually in vifita- 
tion from one city to another, carrying 
their wives and. whole family with them. 

The people of this nation have retain’d 
amongft them the Chrijlian faith, as it is 
thought from the time of the apoftles : 
but at this day it is fpotted with many 
abfurdities. They hold with the church 
of Rome in the ufc of die crofs, affirming 
it to be meritorious if they make the fame 
with two fingers, as the Papfjls ufe. *, but 
idle and vain if with one finger as the Ja¬ 
cobites. 


The Ar¬ 
menians 
governed 
by two pa¬ 
triarchs. • 


The reli¬ 
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the Arme¬ 
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dities. 



The . Treacher's Travels : 


cobites. They adorn their churches in 
every place with the fign of the crofs, 
but for other images they have none, be¬ 
ing profelfed enemies again ft the ufe of 
rhem. In keeping antient relicks they 
are very fuperftitious, and much devoted 
to the blefifed virgin t0 whom they 
dire£t their prayers. They, imitate the 
Diofcorians in eating white meats on fun- 
day, which to do on wednefday and fri- 
day were a deadly fin : neverthelefs they 
will not refrain from the eating of flelh 
on every friday, between the feaft of the 
pafioverand afcenfion. They abftain five 
iabbaths in the year from eating fiefh, in 
remembrance of that time, in which the 
Gentiles did facrifice their children unto 
idols. They celebrate the annunciation of 
the virgin Mary on the fixth of Aprils 
the nativity of our blefifed faviour on the 
fixth of January, the purification the 
fourth of February , and the transfigura¬ 
tion the fourteenth of Auguft. The mi- 
niftration of their liturgy or fervice, is 
performed in their native language, that 
all may underftand : but in their fervice 
of the mafs for the dead, they are moll 
idolatrous, ufing at the folemnizing there¬ 
of, to facrifice a lamb, which they firft 
lead round about the church, and after 
they have killed it and roafted it, they 
Ipread it on a fair white linnen cloth, the 
prieft giving to each of the congregation 
a part and portion thereof. For which 
caufe they are called by fome Sabbatijls, 
and JulianiJis , as too much addided to the 
ceremonies of the Jews, and devoted to 
the errors of Julian . I have heard fome 
papifts boaft and brag much, that both 
Armenians, Jacobites , and Grecians, are 
united to the church of Rome , but I 
could never hear either Armenian or 
Grecian avouch any fuch matter. They 
are (unlefs fome few families) fo far from 
yielding obedience unto the fee of Rome , 
that they afifume all antiquity unto them- 
felves, as having retain'd the chriftian 
faith from the time of the apoftles. Ma¬ 
ny jefuits and priefts have been fent from 
Rome to bring this opprefled nation un¬ 
der her government, but they have little 
prevailed ; for neither will they yield 
obedience, nor be brought by any per- 
fuafion tt> forfake their antient and inve¬ 
terate errors, to become more erroneous 
with her. 

Having well refrefhed ourfelves a - 
mongft thefe villages, we proceeded in 
our ordinary travel, but before we had paf- 
fed two miles, certain troops of Curdies 
encounter’d our caravan, with a purpofe 
and intent to have robbed the fame, but 
finding themfelves too weak to contend 
with fo great a company, they departed 


until the next day following, when again 
they met with us in a very narrow paf- 
fage between two mountains, where they 
made a ftay, of our whole caravan, exaftino- 
a lhaughoe on every perfon, which to vuT- 
chafe our peace we willingly paid ; and 
fo arrived that evening at Bithlism antient 
city, but a city of much cruelty and op- 
preffion, where little juftice and right is 
to be found to relieve diftrefied paficn- 
gers. ‘ ■ 

• . i • , 

He Definition of Bithlis. 

v ^ . s 

THIS city ftandeth in a pleafant 
valley, by which runneth a little river 
falling out of the mountains Anti-Taurus • 
it was once a town in the confines of the 
Perfian kingdom, bordering upon Mefo- 
potamia , and had a caftle kept with a 
garriion of Ferfian foldiers, before fuch 
time as Solyman the magnificent did con¬ 
quer thefe countries, which was in the 
Tear 1535. In which year there was The great 
a memorable battle fought between the battle 
two great bafhas of Caire and Syria, con- fou g ht be. 
dutted by Ulemas the Perfian tray tor ; 
and Delymenthes aright nobleman of Per- fllTlnd ' 
Jia. The two balhas and Ulemas were Delytnen- 
commanded by Solyman (in his return thes a va *. 
from the fpoil of Tauris) to follow him K ant no * 
with eighteen thoufand good foldiers in “fJW 
the rearward of his army, to receive and J * 
reprefs the fudden afiaults of the Perfians y 
if need fhould require. But Delymenthes 
with five thoufand Perfian foldiers pur- 
fued the Turks, and overtook them in the 
aforefaid valley j and being further’d in 
this venturous defignment, both by the 
darknefs of the night, and the abundance 
of rain which fell at the fame inftant, as if 
it had been wiihed for, on a fudden got 
within the Turks camp: where the Per¬ 
fian foldiers, as wolves amongft fheep, 
did fuch fpeedy execution amongft the 
fleepy Turks, that the two great balhas 
and Ulemas had much ado to get to horfe, 
and fave themfelves by flight. And fuch 
was the fury of the Perfians, and the 
greatnefs of the fudden fear increafed by 
the darknefs of the night, that the Turks 
not knowing which way to turn them¬ 
felves, or what to do, were flain by thou- 
fands, fome fleeping, fome half-waking, 
fome making themfelves ready to fight, 
and to fly, few of all that great army e- 
fcaped the fwopd of the Perfians. There 
was three great fanzacks flain, one taken, 
and the other fled ; eight hundred Jani- * 

•zaries feeing themfelves forfaken of their 
captains, laid down their harquebufiers, 
and other weapons, and yielded them¬ 
felves upon Delymenthes his word. It 
might then well have been faid of the 
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Turks, which the poet fpeaketh of the 
night wherein Troy was fackt: 

£)uis cladem illius noblis cui fmerafando 
Explicet 

The Daughter of that night was fuch, as 
that it is of the Turks until this day ac¬ 
counted among# their greateft Ioffes; and 
the victory fo welcome to the Perjians , 
that in memorial thereof they Hill keep 
that day (which was the thirteenth of Oc- 
. tober) as one of their folemn holidays. 

In B'thlis we ftaid two days; and at 
our departure paid unto the governor of 
the faid city, a dollar on a fum of goods, 
and fo fet forward towards the great city 
of Van , three days journey farther. In 
which travel v?e had a very weacifomc 
and painful'journey, over high mountains 
and craggy rocks, the way being exceed¬ 
ing narrow, that a bea# could hardly pals 
with his burthen, without much heaving 
and tumultuous fnoulderirrg. The which 
narrow paffage, the Turks told us, was 
by the commandant cf Amur at the third, 
the great Turk , cut through by the main 
induftry of labourers, for his army to pafs, 
like that incredible work, which Hanibal 
with vinegar wrought upon tli zAlpes. In 
this place our travel was very dangerous, 
by reafon of a brackilh lake or little Sea, 
called the lake ArblamVr, which ws* un¬ 
der the rock, over which v/c pafs’d, and 
we inforced to ride fhcaling cn the fich 
of the faid rock, that had not our mu’es 
been fure of footing, both they and we 
had periflied with an infuppoitable down¬ 
fall in that fea. Two miles from this 
Ihoar in the aforefaid lake are two Jaftds 
The Ec- called the Eatenick inlands, inhabited on- 
menick I- ly by 'Armenians , and feme Georgians, 
fiands. which tv/o iflands do bring forth and yield 
fuch Hore of cattle and plenty of" rice,. 
wheat, and barley, that as the iiland of 
Scycilia was called in time pfc# Horreum ,. 
P. Romani, fo thefe iflands are at this day 
the garners and itore-heufes for all the 
country round about. 

Being arri ved at Van , our caravan reli¬ 
ed in the fuburbs of,the faid city, not 
daring to prefume to enter the city, by 
reafon that the bafha was gene to fetch in' 
a rebel, that was rifen up in thofe parts ; 
in whofe abfence the city under the fub- 
balha, was no better governed than it 
fliould be: On the well fide of this city 
lieth a pleafant and delightful plain, 
wherein the Janizaries twice a week do 
exercife themfelves after their manner in 
The lake the feats of war. On the north fide runeth 
Arciamar the lake Arttamar , called in antient time 
antieru t ^ ie Moor or Marijh, Martiana , or Margi - 

time Mar- ana * ovMantiana : Strabo affirmeth, that 

tinna. 


it is matchable in greatnefswith the lake 
Meotidis , in che kingdom of Sermatia , lo 
much fpoken of by the poets. Out of 
this lake is caught, yearly, an innumer¬ 
able quantity of filh like our herring v 
which being dried in the fun, they dif- 
perfe, and fell them over all the country 
thereabouts. 

, TheDefcription of Van. 

THIS city is double wailed with hard 
quarry Hone, and is the ftrongell town in 
all thefe parts, being fortified with great 
Hore of brafs ordnance, and a ftrong 
caille mounted on a high rock, to com¬ 
mand and defend the city. i-It was once 
under the government of the Perjian ; . da ysfiege, 
but Solymar the Magnificent , in the year took the 
1 549, with a puiflant army, did befiege city Van. 
the lame, which, after ten days fiege, 
was yielded to him by the Perjian gover¬ 
nor, upon condition, that the Perjian 
foldiers, there in garifon, might with life 
snd liberty depart with their weapons, as 
foldiers ; which was by Solyman granted, 
and fo the city w f as furrentiered up into 
his hands from the Perjian king, who 
never fince could get the fame into his 
pdfeflions. It is governed now by a 
bafha, who hath under him twelve thou- 
fand Timariots. 

At this city we Hay’d five days, paying 
a dollar on a fum of goods •, and palling 
fiom thence to a Turkijh village called 
Gnujker , the houfes Handing in two eve- 
Ril places, the one town fit for the winter, . 
fnd the deter for the fummer feafon. 

1-Iere we began the alcent of the high 
fno ncains of Ararat , and about noon¬ 
tide we beheld Bruz, the very crefi of 
the Periardo mountains, now called 
Cbeilr.er Monte , the hills of Periardo . 

Thefe mountains fo called, are very fa¬ 
mous by the riling of many notable great 
river:, which do fo fru&iferate the coun¬ 
try thereabouts, that the barbarous peo¬ 
ple call it leprus , which is to fay fruitful,. 
viz. the river Araxis , which running out 
of a. certain marilh, with many arms, 
doth wonderfully enrich that champaine 
and dry country. 

This river fpringeth out of the hill The river 
Taurus , in this part, where Periardo is Praxis 
fituate, on the fide of the hill Abo ; and jP”' 
fo .runneth by eaH, even to the confines \\ au . 
of Seruan, and windeth itfelf towards rUi . 
the wefi-and by-north, where it is joined 
with the fiver Cirus , and then pafieth 
to Artaxata , now called Najfivan, a city 
of the Armenians , right again# Reivon 
another city, and fo watereth Armenia , 
and courfing along the plain of Araxis , 
difehargeth itfelf into the Cafpian fea on 
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the one fide by fouth, leaving Armenia \ it is fo high, that it over-tops all the 
and on the other fide by north, leaving mountains thereabout. There ifiueth out of 
the country Sernania, whofe chief city is the foot of this hill a thoufand little fprings, 

Eres. This river is deep and large, but. whereof fome do feed the river Tygris, 
yet, at this prefent, it containeth notthpfe and fome other rivers ; and it hath about 
marvels that Herodotus reporteth of it; it three hundred villages inhabited by 
as alfo, it is very hard to underftand that Armenians and Georgians ; as alfo an an- 
whichij. Curtius writeth touching the tient monaftery dedicated to St. Gregory A 
courfe thereof •, and that which Natalis very large and fpacious, able to receive 
Comes hath left written of it in his Sbaugh Tamas the great king of Perfia , 

Hiftory. ' "7 and moft of his army, who for the au- 

The river Cirus likewife fpringeth ftere and ftridt life that he faw in thofe 
out of Taurus , and fo defeending into religious men, made him to fpare it, and 
the champains and plains of Georgia , to change his determination, having a 
charging itfelf, and being greatly in- full purpofe before to have deftroyed it, 
creafed with other rivers, it is joined with About this monaftery groweth greatplen- 
Araxis , and fo rhaketh his ifiiie alfo into ty of grain, the grain being twice as big as 
the Cafpian Sea: this river the inhabitants ours-, as alfo Rofes and Rhubarb , which. Rhubarb 
of the country at this day call by the name becaufe they have not the fkill to dry^ 
of Ser , in their own language; but the that fimple, is of no efteem or value. 

Turks call it Chiur. 

Out of thefe mountains alfo fpringeth The Ark of Noah re fled on the top of 
the river fanqc, which maketh f as it were the Gordsean Mountains. 

almoftj anjOand, a little on this fide the 

city Am, P and afterward unites itfelf in On the top of this mountain did the 
the channel with Araxis i and fo runneth ark of Noah reft, as both Turks, Jews , 
into the Cafpian fca. and Armenians affirmed. Berofus , who Berofus. 

Two other mountains are of great regifter’d fhe affairs and afts of the Chal- 
note in this place, the one is Anti-taurus , daans , fetteth down divers things both 
now called Mons Niger , the Black Moun- concerning Noah, and the refting of the 
tain, which runneth up into Media ; and ark in this place. Concerning Noah he 
the other Gordius ; the tops of which writeth, that (the flood ceafing) Noah 
mountains are covered continually with with his family defeending out of the ark 
white and hoary fnows. The mountain from mount Gordaus (called by Manajfeus Manajfeus 
G or dee us is environ’dvvith many other petty Damafcenus , Baris , and by others Araxis) Damaf- 
mountains called the Gordaan mountains ; into the plain adjoining, full of dead car- ctnui ' 
on the tops whereof (as we paffed by we caffes, which they call Miry Adam , that 
found many ruins and huge foundations, is, of dead men, wrote in a ftone (for a 
of which no reafon can be rendred but monument/ what was done. The inha- 
that which Jofephus gives, faying, ‘That bitants to this day, efpecially the Athe- 
* they which efcaped the flood were fo nians, do call this place, where Noah de- 
‘ aftonifhed and amazed, that they durft feended, Aprobaterion , that is, defeent, 

‘ not defeend into the plains, and low or Egrejforium Noe , the going out of 
‘ countries; but kept on the tops of Noah. He farther fetteth down how that 
‘ thofe mountains, and there builded.* the eldeft of all, father Noah, did in the 
And fome obferve, that this country was fame place firft teach his children theo- 
firft peopled after the flood, for being logy and holy writs, and afterwards hu- ^ oah 
high land it firft appeared. The tradi- man wifdom, committing to writing ma- b 00 k 8 . 
tion of the Hebrews is, now in this place, ny fecrets of natural things, which the 
after the flood, the men accompanying Armenians and Scythians did commit only 
with their wives, every woman brought to the Priefts, to whom only it was lawful, 
forth, at once, a male and a female, both to read, to teach, and to look into 
and fo did their children ; for God and thofe writings, rites, and ceremonies left 
nature never failed to the neceffity, which by Noah. 

belonged to the wealth and increafe of the And as for the refting of the ark, he 
univerfal world, no more than in this old fetteth down divers occurrences of the 
age of the world, in the time of the in- flood in this manner. ‘ Some, faith he, 
finite multitude, and increafe of people, ‘ affirm that a certain part of the ark is 
wherein God doth miraculoufly keep ‘ yet in Armenia , near to the mountain 
them (as the fea from overflowing the ‘ of the Gordaans , and that fome men 
land) that they do not fo abound as that ‘ have brought from thence, fome part 
one cannot live by another. ‘ of the pitch wherewith it was calked. 

The Turks call the mountain Gordaus ‘ which the people of the place were 
Augri-daugh , th e Armenians,Mejfis-faur: ‘ wont to ufe as a fovereign preiervative 
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againft inchantments.’ So Jerome the. 
Egyptian (who wrote the antiquities .of 
the Phoenicians) do make mention of the 
fame matter ; and alfo Nanefius, with 
divers others. Nicholas Damafcene fpeak- 
eth thus : ‘ About the region of the 
‘ Minoeans , there is a great mountain in 
‘ Armenia called Baris, in which-moun-., 
‘ tain it is reported, that divers people 
‘ retired themfelves for fafety, during'the 
‘ time of the deluge, and there efcaped ; 

‘ and that a certain man (meaning 
‘. Noah ).arrived in an ark on the higheft 
‘ top of the faid mountain •, and that 
c certain planks and timbers of the 
‘ bottom of that velfel were kept there 
c a long while after.’ To verify which, 
fome friers of St. Gregory's monallery, 
told us. that, even at this day ; fome part 
of the ark is yet to be feen on the top 
of this mountain, if any could afcend 
thither j but the way, as they fay, is 
kept by angels, fo that whofoever fhall 
prefume to go up, (as once a brother of 
that monaftery did) fhall be brought down 
in the night feafon, from the place which 
he had gained by his travel in the day¬ 
time before. But, to leave this fable to 
the firft inventor, it fufficeth us, that here 
among thefe mountains the ark relied, 
fince the feriptures tell us, that none were 
faved but Noah and his wife, with his 
three fons and their three wives, even eight 
perfons in the whole, in the ark ; and 
that the faid ark, after the waters had 
prevailed upon the earth an hundred and 
fifty days, relied in the feventh month* 
in the feventeenth day of the month, 
upon the mountains, of Arrarat ; which 
is expounded by all writers, to be in 
Armenia. 

From the foot of this mountain, we 
Ijpent a day’s journey farther, towards 
Chiulfal ; which day we travelled through 
very many narrow lanes in thofe moun¬ 
tains, and very deep valleys, wherein the 
river Araxis, with moll outragious turnings 
and windings, and his many rulhing down- 
•fals amonglt the rocks, doth even bedeaf 
a man’s ears, and with his moll violent 
-roaming in and out, doth drown and 
overwhelm whofoever by miferable chance 
falleth down headlong from the top of 
thofe narrow palfages which are upon the 
mountains. And upon the crells of the 
faid mountains, on the fide of the faid 
narrow palfages, there grew moll hideous 
woods and antique forells. full of beeches, 
trees like poplars carrying malt fit for 
hogs, and pine-trees *, where the horror 
of darknefs, and filence which is often¬ 
times interrupted, only by the whittling 
winds, or by the cry of fome wild bealts, 
do make the poor palfengers moll terribly 
afraid. 


Kn i r 
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A' T length our caravan ferry’d over 
the forefaid river, and fo we arrived at 
Chiulfal, a town fituate in the frontiers be¬ 
tween the Armenians and the Atropatians , 
and yet within Armeniaf inhabited by 
Chriftians, partly Armenians, partly Geor¬ 
gians : a people rather given to the traf- 
fick of filks, and other forts of wares, 
whereby it waxeth rich and full of money, 
than inftrufied in weapons and matters of 
war. This town conlifteth of two thou- 
fand houfes and ten thoufand fouls, be- 
ing built at the foot of a great rocky 
mountain in fo barren a foil, that they 
are conflrained to fetch moll of their pro- 
vifion, only wine excepted, from .the city 
Naffman, half a day’s journey off, which 
fome think to be Artaxata, in the con¬ 
fines of Media and Armenia. •• The build - 7*he'G&/«/- 
ings of Chiufal are very fair, all of hard failifs > 
quarry Hone j and the inhabitants very great 
courteous and affable, great drinkers of drinkers 
wine, but no braulers in that drunken hu- 
mour •, and when they are mod in drink, quarrel- 
they pour out their prayers, efpecially to lers in 
the virgin Mary, as the abfolute com- drink, 
mander of her fon Jefus Chrifi , and to 
other faints as intercefibrs. It is fubjebl 
and tributary to the feepter of Perjia , and 
contrarywife both by nature and affe&ion 
great enemies to the Turk. This town C p iu if a p 
was much endanger’d, in the wars betwixt muchin- 
Amurat the great Turk, and Mahomet dangertd 
Codibancla the Perjian king, ready to be in the laft 
fwallowed up of both. One while the 
balha oiRivan on the greatTar^ Ybeha , Turks zxu1 
made an inroad upon them with a thou- the Per - 
fand and five hundred Harquebufiers, Jians. 
whom they were fain to pacify with a very 
bountiful prefent,. excufing themfelves, 
that if they had been backward in bring¬ 
ing unto him their voluntary tributes, it 
was done for fear, left they Ihould have 
fallen into the difpleafure of Mahomet 
Codibanda their king: who no doubt, 
if he Ihould have underllood any fuch 
matter, would have been ready to leftroy 
their country, and deprive them of their 
liberty and lives. The balha .was no 
fooner departed with this anfwer and their 
prefent,. but forthwith ALculi-cham was 
lent by the Perjian king with, three thou¬ 
fand fcldiers, and with this diredlion, that 
if the country were fubdued by the Turks, 
he Ihould fight againft it: and if it had 
voluntarily yielded itfelf unto them, he 
fhould not only recover it, but alfo burn 
it, and bring away all the chief men of 
the country for prisoners and Haves. To 
avoid, which danger, thefe poor Chiulfa- 
iini were glad to prefent the Perfian prince 
with greater and more liberal gifts, than 

they 
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^^F c J em y balha. t Thus thefe enemies, mingled together, what for dull 
miferable^people, in the midft. of arms what for fmoak, and thundering of the 
and Squadrons of the enemy, were con- artillery, having on both Tides almoft loft 
itrained, what with prefents, and what the ufe of light and hearing j and their 
with lies, notably to preferve their liber- horfes being fo terrified with the thunder- 

t ? es, ar J^ t ^ e j r ^, ve - S * n , c . * n S re P ort of the great ordnance, that 

Within a day s journey, at)d half of this they were not now to be managed, the 
town, is., the Chalderan plains, memora- battle was broken off, and the viftory 
le for the hatt|e.fou & ht there, on the four- yet doubtful. In the end, Ifmael had 
teenth day oEAuguftm the year 1.514, the worft, and was put to flight by rea- 
between the two great emperors Ifmael fonthat the Perfian horfes had never been 
king of Perfia, and Selymus the firft em : ufed to thenoife and thundering of the 
peror of the Turks. In which batde Se- artillery, which they could not abide to 
lymus loft above thirty thoufand men, a- hear. The turkifb ftories, to exprefs the 
mongft whom was Cajfan balha his great terror of this day, number it amongft their 
lieutenant in Europe , feven fanzacks, with difmal days, terming it the only day of 
the tw oMalcpzzian brethren, who labour- doom. The manner of this battle is paint¬ 
ing the one to refcue the other, were both ed in the council chamber at Venice , and 
together flain. ‘Befides his common foot- is reported that Selymus the great Turk 
men, of whom he made leaft reckoning, caufed it fo to be done, and fent it to the 
he loft moft part of his Illyrian , Macedo - fenate there. At Chiulfal we ftaid eio-ht 
daman, Sernian , Epirot, Thejfalonian , and days, and palfed again the river Jr axis, 
Thracian horfe-men, the undoubted flow- leaving the noble kingdom of Armenia\ 
er and ftrength of his army, which were in called now Tur comania, becaufe of the 
that mortal battle aimoft all flain and Turcomanes a people that came out of 
grievoufly wounded. And certainly had Scythia (as before we noted) who live a? 
it not been for the Turks great artillery, the fliepherds in their tents, but the na- 
Ifmael with his thirty thoufand horfe-men, tive people give themfelves to hufbandry, 
had overthrown Selymus with his three and other manual fciences, as working of 
hundred thoufand Turks. But Selymus carpets and fine chamlets. We were no 
referring all his great ordnance, as his fooner over but we enter’d into Media j 
laft refuge, caufed it to -be difcharged : which by fome is divided into Media At - 
by violence whereof fuch (laughter was ropatia , and Media the great, 
ihade, as well of his own men, as of his 
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- A/TE D IA Atropatia is called by. the 
Hebrews Median , but now it is 
termed Sirvan or Servania: the bounds 
.of this kingdom northwards are the Al¬ 
banians y and a little beyond them fome 
. wandering and vagabond Tartars called 
Pericorfchi, between Caucafus and the 
river Volga ,' whereupon it may be, that 
•the Tartarians are comprehended under 
the name of Volcenfes: Eaftward the Jake 
(as Polycletes terms it) or rather (as others 
call it) the fea of Corazan , viz. the Caf- 
pian fea: Southward on Armenia , and 
more towards the fouth, and fouth-eaft 
Media the great : the whole country is 
very fruitful, and watered with the river 
Araxis and Cirus, and other rivers that 
are famous even in antient writers. 

Divers cities are there in this kingdom, 
but my purpofeis to fpeak only of thofe, 
which we faw in thefe parts, viz. Suma- 
chia , Her bent, Sochi, Eres , and Aras. 

Simachia is the metropolitical city of 
Sirvan ; and lieth between Derbent and 
Eres i where the kings of Sirvan ufed to 


keep their great and fumptuous courts, 
chiefly inhabited by Armenians and Geor¬ 
gians. In this city our Englijh merchants 
did traffick much, and had an houfe given 
them by Obdowlocan in the year 1566, 

(as the reverend Mr. Hackluit doth relate) 
who then reign’d there under the Perfian 
king. In this city we faw the ruins of a 
moft cruel and barbarous fpedtacle, that is 
to fay, a turret eredted with free ftone a moft 
and flints, in the midft of which flints barbarous 
were placed the heads of all the nobility fp e &aclc 
and gentry of that country ; which fell “ Suma ~ 
out on this occafion. This country of 
Sirvan in times paft was of great renown* 
having many cities, towns, and caftles in 
it; the kings thereof being of great pow¬ 
er, able to wage war with the kings of 
Perjia , but through their diverfity in re¬ 
ligion, the Perfian made a conqueft of 
them, razing down to the ground their 
cities, towns,' and caftles, that they fhould 
not rebel, and alfo putting to death their 
nobility and gentry, and for the greater 
terror of the people placed their heads in , 
the aforefaid turret, l 
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About a mile diftant from this town is fituation, ferving for paffage.only out of 
the ruins of an old cattle, once efteemed Tartaria into Perfia , and out of Perfia 
to be one of the ftrongeft cattles in the into Tartarian receiving thofe that travel 
world, and was befieged by Alexander to and fro, not as merchants and men of 
the great, a long time before he could win commerce, but as paflengers and travel- 
it. And a little further off, was a Nun- lers ; and to Ipeak in a word, it is feated 
nery moft fumptuoutty builded, wherein in a very nectffary place as the cafe ftand- 
was buried v as they told us) the body of eth, by reafon that it is in the ports of the 
Ameleke Canna the king’s daughter, who Cafpian fea, but not profitable unto icfelf: 
flew herfelf with a knife, for that her fa- much like as it is in the pafiages of the 
ther would have forced her ((he profeffing Alps , where though the Frenchmen , 
chaftity) to have married with a prince of Switzers, Dutchmen, and Italians , do con- 
Tartary : 'upon which occafion the vir- tinually pafs by them ; yet was there ne- 
gins of this country do refort hither once ver found a mean city, much lefs any 
a year to lament her death. This city is city of ftate and importance, 
diftant from the Cafpian Tea with camels ' About four days journey from Suma- Scchi. 
feven days journey ; and from Derhent fix chia,\s Sechi , which alfo at the fame time 
days journey : it was in the year 1578, as Sumachia offer’d themfelves to Mufia- 
yielded up to Mufiapha the general of the pha, as vaffals and fubjedts to the Turks , 
turkilh army, without refiftance, who who all were gladly entertain’d of him, 
prefently did furprize the city, intreating and fome of the chief of them apparelled 
all the inhabitants in friendly manner, in filk and gold, and honour’d with great 
without doing or fuffering any outrage to magnificence, and in the end had all pro¬ 
be done upon them ; but for this their in- tedlion promifed unto them. Here alfo 
fidelity in voluntary yielding themlelves ftandeth the city Eres, moft fruitfully ty es ma< j e 
to follow the religion of the Turks , when water’d with the river Araxis and Cyrus ^ Mamod*. 
as they were not induced thereunto by any and hath yielded in times paft great ftore lllks.' 
neceflity ; Erhirhamze eldeft fon of Ma- of thofe fine white filks, commonly term- 
hornet Codibanda king of Perfia , coming ed by the merchants Mamodcean filks, 
with' his army into Servan , dxd with great whereof at this day, there is not to be 
cruelty punifti the miferable and unfor- found, no not a very fmall quantify, by rea- 
tunate commons of this city, making fon of the monftrous ruin and overthrows, 
their houfes, even with the ground, de- that have happen’d in thefe countries, 
ftroyingboth the old and new walls there- partly by the armies of the great Tuhk\ 
of, and bringing the whole land to nought,' and partly by the army • of the • Perfians, 
that fometimes was fo defired a retreat of which ftill hath fucceeded one another, in 
the Turks , their cruel incurfions and bloody invafions. 

Six days iourney from this city lyeth For after the people of Sechi and Eres had 
Derbent ; this city hath fundry names yielded themfelves voluntarily without 
given unto it by writers : fometimes it is any refiftance unto Mufiapha % great Amu- 
called Derbent , becaufe it is in figure rat, general; Emirhamze , the Perjian 
narrow and long; and fometimes De- prince, came upon them with his army, 
mir-Capi , becaufe there were the iron- as upon rebels, to inflift deferv’d punifh- 
gates, that were fometimes the en- ment. In effetting of which his purpofe 
trance into Scythia ; and fometimes Alex- he fpared neither fex, nor age, nor any 
andria\ becaufe it was firft erefted by conditions: but though the perfons were 
Alexander the great, when he warred a- unequal, yet was the punifhment equal to 
gainft the Medes and Perftans : at which all, carrying away with him the two 
time alfo he made a wall of a wonderful hundred pieces of artillery, that were left 
heighth and thicknefs, which extended in the fort by Mufiapha , and prefently 
itfelf from this city, to a city in Armenia , fent them to Casbin to his father, 
called Teflis , belonging to the Georgians. There is alfo, in this kingdom, an- ^ 

And though it be now rafed and decay’d, other city, thatbordereth upon the Geor- mo ft chief 
yet the foundation remaineth : and it was gians, called Arajfe , being the moft chief and opu- 
made to this purpofe, that the inhabitants and opulent city in the trade of merchan- lent city 
of that country, newly conquered by Alex- dize, partly by the abundant growth of e f 
ander , lhould not lightly flye, nor their filk, there nouriftied, partly by other n ,i r ch in - 
enemies eafily invade them. This city good and neceffary commodities, there dize that 
is feated upon an high hill, and builded growing, and there brought ; as rough is in all fo- - 
all offree-ftone much after our buildings, and fmooth galles, cotton, wool, allom; racvia > 
being very high and thick: neverthelefs befides all kinds of fpices and drugs, and 
it never grew great nor famous, and even diamonds and rubies, and other ftones 
in thefe days, there is no reckoning made brought out of the Eafi-Indies: but the 
of it: and the reafon is, becaufe of the principal commodity is raw filk of all 
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loi ts j lb that from hence hath been and fpent fix days travel to Tauris^ palling 
is carried yearly five hundred, and fome- over the river Araxis, leaving Media At- 
imucs a thouland mules laden of filk to ropatia , and entering into Media the 
Aleppo in Syria. From this town we great. 
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^ | HIS country hath for its bounds, were all the kings of Media , Perfia , and Jofephus 
welhvard, Armenia the great, and Afy- Parthia for many years together intomb- Anti, lib, 
ria: fouthward Perfia : eaftward Hirca- ed : but now time hath worn it out; it I0 > 11 • 
nia and Parthia: and northwards the faring with buildings as with men’s bodies, 

Cafpian fea. The land is high and fpa- they wax old, and are infeebled by years, 
cious, molt part mountainous, full of and lofe their beauty: neverthelefs Ec- 
hills, woods, rocks, and ruins, efpecially bat ana , now called Tauris , remains in 
towards the north parts, but fouthwards great glory unto this day. 
it aboundeth with filks, fruits, wild beafts 


and falcons. It received the name from 
The ori- Medus , Jafon 's fon, who being an earned: 

follower of his father’s virtues, in honour 
t e. r^ j^ s m0 ther Medea , after the death of 
his father Jafon, builded the city Medea , 
and eftablilhed the kingdom of the Medes , 
calling it after his own name, which in 
continuance of time, grew to that eftate, 
that all the eaft was in fubje&ion to the 
empire thereof. 

I omit to write any tiling of Afiyages i 
who reign’d in this country ; or of his 
dream, how he faw fpringing out of his 
daughter’s belly a vine, whofe branches 
fhould overlhadow all Afia, meaning 
Cyrus that was born of her ; or how Cy¬ 
rus was brought up of an herd-man, and 
miraculoufiy preferved from death ; and 
laftly how Cyrus was banifhed into Perfia, 
and after being come to man’s eftate, 
•overcome Afiyages his grandfather, re¬ 
moving the empire from the Medes to 
the Perfians , being all matters of antiqui¬ 
ty, and not fo pertinent to journal. 

E chat ana. The chief city of this country is Tauris, 

which in times paft was called Ecbatana , 
as Ortelius and Minado do witnefs ; how- 


fhe Defeription of Tauris. 

I T is feated at the foot of the hill 
Orontes, eight days journey or there¬ 
abouts from the Cafpian fea, and is fubjett 
to winds and full of fnow, yet of a very 
wholfome air, abounding with all things 
necefiary for the fuftentation of man; 
wonderfully rich, as well for the perpe¬ 
tual concourfe of merchandizes that are 
brought thither from the countries of the 
eaft, to be conveyed into Syria , and 
into the countries of Europe ; as alfo of 
thofe that come thither out of the weftern 
parts to be diftributed overall the eaft. It 
is very populous, fo that it feedeth almoft 
two hundred thouland perfons ; but now 
open, to the fury of every army with¬ 
out ftrength of walls, and without bul¬ 
warks,. faving a caftle built of late by 
the Turks. The buildings are of burnt 
clay, and rather low than high. On the 
fouth-fide of this city, is a moft beautiful 
and fiourilhing garden, large andfpacious, 
replenilhed with fundry kinds of trees 
and fweet-fmelling plants, and a thou¬ 
sand fountains and brooks, derived from 


foever P. Jovius very unjuftly would have a pretty river, which with his plealant 
\tTerva, and Nigro, the Italian , Tigranoa- ftream divides the garden from the city, 

Ruffius de ma - Itwasfirft founded by Doiocis the and is of fo great beauty, that for the 
Mediorum firft king of Media , who no fooner gave delicacy thereof, it is by the country 
origine. - 0 ut his edift for the building thereof, but inhabitants called Sochis-genet, that is to 
‘ forthwith the inhabitants with one confent fay, the eight Paradifes ; and was,- in 
did make it the chief city above the reft; times paft, the’ ftanding houfe of the 
and fo ever fince it hath remained one of Perfian kings, whilft they kept their re- 
the chiefeft feats both of the Median and fidence in this city, and after they with- 
Perfian kings. drew their feat from thence, by reafon of 

The Memorable alio is this city for the refi- the turkiflo wars, to Casbin y became the 

Caftle denceonceof the prophet Daniel^ who near habitation and place of abode for the 
whichD<z- unto j-he fo m e builded a moft magnificent Perfian governors. 

md the anc j f um p tuous caftle, which many years Sundry mutations even of late years Tauris \ 
build / remained a marvelous monument; the hath this city endured, both by the great y»eldeth 

beauty whereof was fo lively and perfe<ft, Turk and the Perfian: for in the year 

that continuance of time did little deface 1514-j it was yielded to Selymus the turkijh ’ 
it, being very frefh and fiourilhing in tyrant, who, contrary to his promife, 
the time of Jofephus. In this caftle exacted a great mals of money from the 
Vo l. L 9 U citizens. 
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citizens, and carried away with him three 
thoufand families, the beft artificers in 
that city, efpecially fuch as were fkilfui 
in making of armour and weapons, only 
to enrich and appopulate the great city 
Conftantinople 

Sackeu Afterwards, in the yeari 535, it was a- 
by Sofy- gain fpoiled by Solyman the turkijh empe- 
patt, ror, who gave the whole city lor a prey 
r 535 * unto his foldierSjWho left neither houfe nor 
corner thereof unranfacked, abufmg the 
miferable citizens with all manner of in- 
folenee, every common foldier, without 
controulment, fitting himfelf with what- 
foever belt pleafed his greedy defire or 
filthy luft. Befide, the moft ftately and 
royal palace, of king lamas , together 
with the moft fumptuous and rich houfes 
of the nobility, were, by the great Turk's 
commandment, all rafed ( down to the 
ground, and the greateft part of the beft 
citizens, and beautiful perfonages of all 
forts and conditions were carried away 
captives. 

M JfcrahW Andin the year 1585, it was miferably 
foiled by fpoiled by Ofman, vifier to Amur at III. 
Ofman, who commanded his foldiers to do the 
vifier, worft that poflibly they could or might 
1 5 8 3 - do to it. Here a man had need of a very 

learned and eloquent pen, to fet forth 
the fierce and cruel execution of the 
turkijh foldiers. For, in truth, who is 
able, either by writing, or by fpeech, 
fufficiently and lively to lay open the 
treachery, the covetoufnefs, the wrath, 
the cruelty, the impiety, the wickednefs 
of thefe triumphing Turks ? And on the 
The mife- other fide, who can exprefs the crying of 
ry of the j n f ants> t he gioanings of the wounded, the 
aurtjiam. ^ p aren t s , the prayers of old men, 

the fears, the griefs, and to be fhort, the 
mifery of the Taurifians . There was 
nothing but flaughter, piliings, raviffiing, 
fpoiling, and r murdering ; virgins de¬ 
voured, men-children defiled with un- 
fpeakable and horrible fodomitry, young¬ 
lings fnatched out of their mother's arms, 
houfes laid even with the ground, and 
burnt 5 riches and money carried j away, 
and, to be brief, all things wafted and 
ruinated Neither were thofe outrages 
committed once only, but the fecond 
followed worfe than the firft, and the third 
upon that worfe than the fecond ; fo that 
it was a mifery almoft inexplicable to be¬ 
hold that city, which was once fo popu¬ 
lous and.fo rich, fometimes the court and 
palace of the crown, and the honour of 
the Perjian empire, now fubjedt to the 
fury and cruelty of the Turk , plunged in 
calamity, and utterly deftroyed. This 
is the uncertain- ftate of the world, fome¬ 
times up, and fometimes down, fome¬ 
times conquerors, and within a-while af 
ter conquered. 


For this city groaned not full four and Tauris 
twenty years under the turkijh Pi avery, w ° n p b y 
but Abas , now king of Perfia , repofing ^ingm * 
no lefs confidence in his own good for- t h e year 
tune, than in the valour of his foldiers, 1603. 
marched, in the year 1603, with his army 
diredtly to the city of Tauris , and that 
with fuch expedition, that he was come 
before it before any fuch thing was feared, 
much lefs provided for ; ftirred up here¬ 
unto, partly by the great Turk's troubles 
at home, and his wars with the Chriftians 
in Hungarian alfo with the difpofmon 
of the TauriJianSy whofe minds were then 
fo alienated from the turkijh . governor, 
that upon the approach of Abas i they 
were all ready to forfake him. Never- 
thelefs the king was conftrained to befiege 
the city, being then kept with a ftrong • "l 
garifon of turkijh foldiers. In which liege 
he, for battery, ufed the help of the ca¬ 
non, an engine of long time by the 
Perfian fcorned,. as not befeeming valiant 
men, until that by their own harms 
taught, they are content to ufe it •, being 
with the fame, as alfo with fkilfui ca- 
noneers, furnifhed by the Pormgals from 
Ormuz. So that after fix weeks fiege, this 
city was furrendered up into the Perfians 
hands, to the great rejoicing of all Perfia^ 
together with the whole country of Se~ 
ruan , except a fort or two which ftill 
(land out. . 

At this city we paid a dollar on a fum 
of goods, and five lhaughoes to the 
keeper of the Caine wherein we lodged, 
and fet forward to the wealthy city of 
Casbin t diftant from Tauris ten days jour¬ 
ney j palling the three firft days over 
many rough and craggy mountains, full 
of a thoufand difficulties, which were the 
more increafed by wonderful great fnows 
that were fallen, by means whereof many 
paffengers, horfes, and mules (if our 
guide had not been good) had perilhed 
in one common deftruttion. Every night 
we had great flakes of lightening, and 
huge thunder-claps, with great ftore of 
rain and fnows, which did much annoy 
our whole caravan. We had no fooner 
left thofe hard paflages, but we were 
forthwith encountred by a gallant troop 
of Perfian horfemen, who lay up and 
down the borders by the king’s com¬ 
mandment, to murder all turkifh mer¬ 
chants that fhould pafs that way ; upon 
revenge of the death of a Perfian mer-r 
chant, who being richly arrived at Van , 

(a little before our coming) was injuri- 
oufiy deprived both of his goods and life. 
Hereupon the governor of this troop de¬ 
manded of our caravan-bafha (who was a 
Chiulfalin) to deliver up into his hands, 
all the Turky merchants that were in our 

com- 
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company , to which requed he durd not 
condefeend, affirming, that there were 
none but Jews and Chriftians under his 
conduct; and withal bellowed on him a 
bountiful prefent of two hundred and fif¬ 
ty dollars, which were levied amongft us. 
Ourfirft i By this time ye came to ^he full bor- 
cntry into ders,. and outmod bounds then of the 
lhe p ? r ~ great Turk's dominions, fo far as the Ot- 
£i km2 * toman empire on this fide doth extend •, 
and fo entered into the territories of the 
Perfan king: both which are divided by 
the high mountain Duzim, and by a pret¬ 
ty river that runneth at the foot thereof. 
This night we relied at a Per/tan village 
Called Qarfiah , much ruinated, but feat- 
ed in a very delightful place, both for 
Iprings of water, and plenty of all things. 
For here we bought four hens for five- 
pence, a kid for ten-pence, and thirty 
eggs for two-pence. 

From Darnah we-fpent three days fur¬ 
ther to.Soltania, a very ancient city, tra¬ 
velling by many Perfian villages, and 
finding every man at his labour, and 
neighbour,with neighbour, going from 
one town to another ; which bred much 
Greatqui- contentment^ and made us wonder at the 
et in Per- g re ac peace and tranquility, which the 
pa ' commons of Per fa live in, above the 
commons of Turkey. The ruins of many 
fair Chrifiian churches we beheld, but not 
without pity, built all with great arches, 
and/-'high towers, lavorated with gold, 
and other rich paintings, to the beautify¬ 
ing of the fame : and verily, I take them 
to be thofe churches, which Cofroe , king 
of Perfia^ dedroyed*, who being in a battle 
difeomfited, fought between him and He- 
,.;-p radius the emperor, reeked his teeneand 
malice on. the Gbriftian churches through¬ 
out his dominions. 

.-Kq-Stv’ s • •_ ' . '"■« . • 
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A T Soltania we fafely arrived. This 
City is called by Ptolomey, Heraclea-y 
but by others, Tigranocerta, becaufe of 
the molt wonderful ruin of the huge build¬ 
ings : and was in times pad, one of the 
royal feats of the Perfian kings •, but it 
was much ruinated by the Scythian , Ta¬ 
merlane, when with a world of people 
he over ran thefe countries : it retaineth 
now no lhew of the ancient majefty, but 
only in the churches by him fpared. This 
defolate town is on every fide environ’d 
with huge mountains, whofe tops are to 
be feen afar off, always covered with deep 
fnows, called in ancient time NypbateSy 
CafpiuSy CoathraSy and Zagras *, taking 
their beginning, no doubt, of CaucafitSy 
the father of mountains, which joining 
one to another, fome one way, fome ano¬ 


ther, do divide mod large and wide coun- 
tries. 

Before this town lieth a very great and 
Ipacious plain, memorable for that dread¬ 
ful and horrible temped, which fell on 
Solymany the Turkijh emperor, and his 
whole army, in the year 1534. For A *noft 
whilft he lay incamped in thefe plain fields k 0 " ibIc 
with his army, there fell down fuch an ^bie^em- 
horribJe and cruel temped from the moun- pe ft. 
tains, as the like whereof the Perftans 
had never feen before, at that time of the 
year, being in the beginning of September ; 
and that with abundance of rain, which 
froze fo eagerly as it fell, that it feem r d 
the depth of winter had even then, on a 
fudden, been come in; for fuch was the 
rage of the bludering winds, driving 
with themfelves, as if it had been for vic¬ 
tory ; that they fwept the fnow from the 
top of thofe high mountains, and cad it 
down into the plains in fuch abundance, 
that the Turks lay, as men buried alive 
in the deep fnow ; mod part of their 
tents being overthrown, and beaten down 
to the ground, with the violence of the 
temped, and weight of the fnow, where¬ 
in a wonderful number of the fick fob 
diers, and others of the bafer fort, who 
followed the camp, peri died j and many 
.others were fo benumb’d, fome their 
hands, and fome their feet, that they loft 
the ufe of them for ever : mod part of 
their beads which they ufed for carriage, 
but efpecially their camels, were frozen 
to death. Neither was there any remedy 
to be found for fo great mifehiefs, by rea- 
fon of the hellifh darknefs of that tem- 
peduous night, mod of their fires being 
put out, by the extremity of the dorm 5 
which did not a little terrify the fuperfti- 
tious Turks, as a thing accounted of them 
ominous. Many of the Turks vainly 
thought, that this horrible temped was 
brought upon them, by the charms and 
enchantments of the P erf an magicians ; 
whereas it was undoubtedly by the hand 
of God, which bringeth the proud devi¬ 
ces of princes to nought. 

The Defeription of Casbin, 

F ROM Soltania we fpent four days 
travel to Casbin, palling by many 
villages, where we paid a fhaughoe apiece * 

to the Begy or governor of the village, 
not as a cudom, but as a free gratuity j 
and fo entered into the territories of Cas- 
bin, a city very wealthy, by reafon of the 
king’s palace, and the great concourfe of 
merchants which refort thither. It was 
in ancient times called Arfacia, as in 
Strabo j but now termed Casbin , which, 
in the Perfian language, fignifieth cha- 

ftifement. 
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ftifement, or a place of punifhment; be- 
caufe the kings were wont to banilh or 
confine fuch perfons, as for their offences 
and mifdemeanors had deferved fuch chaf- 
tifement. This city is feated in a goodly 
fertile plain, of three or four days jour¬ 
ney in length, furnifhed with two thou- 
fand villages, to ferve the necefiary ufes 
thereof ; but badly built, and for the moft 
part, all of bricks, not hardened with fire, 
but only dried in the fun ; as are moft 
parts of the buildings of all Perjia. 

It is now one of the feats of the Perftan 
king’s empire, which was tranflated by 
king Tamas , (this king’s grandfather) 
from Tauris , who built one goodly ferag- 
lio for himfelf, and another for his wo¬ 
men ; and hath been ever fince continued 
by his fucceffors, though the king that 
how reigneth, makes moft of his abode 
in Hifpaan , fourteen days journey farther 
• towards the eaft. 

There are three places in the city moft 
of note, viz. the King's-palace , the Baf- 
fars , and the At-Maidan. The gate of 
the king’s-palace is built with ftone of di¬ 
vers colours, and very curioufiy enamell’d 
with gold *, oh the cieling within* is car¬ 
ved the wars of the Perjtan kings, and the 
fundry battles fought by them againft the 
"Turks and Tartars ; the pavements of the 
rooms beneath, and chambers above, are 
fpread with moft fine carpets, woven and 
tiffued with filk and gold, all enfigns and 
monuments of the Perjtan greatnefs.- 

There are likewife in this city fundry 
Bnjfars Bajfars , where, in fome you may buy 

jheeteof 1 Gaffes and Tulipants , and Indian cloth, 
traffick, wonderful finenefs ; in others, filks of 
all forts, as velvets, damasks, cloth of 
; gold and filver ; in others infinite furrs, 
as Sables and Martins , out of Mufcovia , 
and Agiam furrs, brought from Corajfan. 
In a word, every ftreet hath a feveral 
fcience or trade, wherein is fold whatfo- 
ever is fit and necefiary for the ufe of 
man. 

The At-Maidan is the high-ftreet, or 
chief market-place in this city, and is 
four-fquare, containing in a circuit, very 
near a mile j and ferves as a burfe for all 
forts of merchants to meet on ; and alfo 
for all others, to fell whatfoever commo¬ 
dities they pofiels ; fo that in one place is 
felling of horfes, mules and camels; in 
another place carpets, garments, and felts 
of all forts •, and' in another all kind of 
fruits, as musk-melons, anguries, pome¬ 
granates, piftaches, Adam's apples, dates, 
grapes, and raifins dried in the fun. In 
this place do fit daily twelve Sheraffes , 
that is, men to buv and fell pearl, dia¬ 
monds, and. other precious ftones ; and 
to exchange gold and filver j to turn Spa- 


nijh dollars to great advantage into Per¬ 
ftan coin ; and to change the great pieces 
of the Perfian coin, as Abajfes , Larines^ 
and fuch like, into certain brafs mo¬ 
nies for the poor. They will alfo lend 
upon any pawn, and that with as great 
intereft, as our devilifh brokers and feri- 
veners take in London . 

Finally the ftrength” of this city con- 
fifteth not in walls and bulworks, but in 
the foldiers that are continually main¬ 
tained in arid about this city; for out of 
Casbin , and the villages belonging unto 
the fame, are maintained twenty thouland 
foldiers on horfeback, howloever in this 
king’s father’s time were levied but twelve 
thoufand. r 

Two places near to this city are very /r ^ ; / the 
remarkable; the one is the city Ardouil , fi r ft p i ace 
the other Gtland. Ardouil is a city four that re¬ 
days journey from Casbin , and two from ceived the 
Soltania. A city of great importance, Per J*f n . fu ‘ 
where Alexander the great kept his court pei mon 
when he invaded Perfta. It is a town 
much efteem’d and regarded, by reafon 
of the fepulchres of the kings of Perfta , 
which for the moft part lie there intomb’d, 
and fo is grown a place ©f their fuperfti- 
tious devotion ; as alfo becaufe it was the 
firft place which received the Perftan fe<ft, 
wherein Giuni, the firft author thereof, did 
refide and reign : A fe£t or fuperftition 
very commodious to the Cbrifiian com¬ 
monwealth ; becaufe it hath bred great 
contentions and war among the Mahome¬ 
tan nations, which before were fo united 
together by Mohomet' s device, that they 
feerti’d to be more than friends, and in 
league one with another. 

The author of this novelty was, as we T} ie au<*' 
laid before, one Giuni , a man well de- thor of 
feended among the Perfians , who con- the Per- 
temning all worldly honour, riches, and -^ 0 ^ cr * 
pleafure, as meer vanities and trifles, led m 1 * 
fuch an auftere kind of life, with fuch 
continency and contempt of the world, 
as that the vulgar people began to have 
the man in Angular admiration, for the 
opinion they had Conceived of his upright 
life and rare virtues. The fame of this 
new prophet (as fo he was accounted) was 
grown fo great in the Perftan kingdom, 
that the people, without number, reforted 
out of all parts of Perfta , unto the city T}ie 
Ardouil , to fee the man. And he, the and Pcrji- 
more to feduce the people, being by na- am differ 
ture inconftant and fuperftitious, began to n ® t fhout 
perfuade them, that the three firft fuccef- 
fors of Mahomet were unjuft and unlaw- of their 
ful ufurpers of that dignity and that juft law, but 
Ali, Mahomet's fon in law, only ought about the 
to be named the lawful fucceflor; that he fuc l 
alone ought to be called upon in their the ir great 
prayers for.help-, and that all honours prophet 

lhould Mahm \ 
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(hould be given to him, and taken from This fuperftition was firft broached 
Abubacher , Omar , and Ottoman , as from (as we faid) by Giuni , afterwards main- 
perfons that were undoubtedly damned, tained by Seder din •, after him by Giuni 
Finally, he taught them only to receive the fecond, then by Haider Erdebil *, af- 
the writings of Ali, as of others moft terwards by Ifmael the great fophy, it 
authentical j to reject Abubacher , Omar , increafed wonderfully, that Perjia feem’d 
and Ottoman , with their writings, as moft to envy the glory of Cyrus and Darius. 
wicked and accurfed ; whom the Turks After the death of Ifmael it was main- 
had ever, and yet do honour and worfhip, tained by king Tamas his fon, who 
as the true fucceflors of their prophet Ma- reigned with lefs felicity, being much 
hornet , and his fincere interpreters, toge- damnified by Solyman the Turkifh empe- 
ther with the aforefaid Ali, whom' the ror : After Tamas fucceeded Haider the 
Perjians do only acknowledge: and there- fecond, who reign’d but certain days and 
fore in their prayers do commonly fay, hours-, and then followed Ifmael the bro- 
Curfedbe Abubacher , Omar , andOttoman , ther of Haider , who troubled all the cities 
and God be favourable to Ali , and well - of his kingdom with manifold hurly-bur- 
pleafed with him. Which their difference lies : after him Mahomet furnamed Codi- 
about the true fucceffor of their prophet, banda this king’s father, more unfortu- 
in whom was no truth, hath been, and yet nate than all the reft : and laftly the king 
is, one of the greateft caufes of the mor- that now is, who by his valour hath fo 
tal wars between the Turks and the Per- largely dilated the confines of his king- 
Jians and not the divers interpretation of dom, that it feemeth he hath (as it were) 
their law (as many have written) which founded it anew, 
among the Turks and Perjians is all one. 
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T H E other place near to Casbin re¬ 
markable is the country of Gilan, 
in the province of Hircania y very famous 
in antient time. Sundry names are given 
unto it by the Barbarians ; fome call it 
Girgia or Corea , from a certain city which 
flood in the fame place: others Strava 
from a part of this kingdom : others Mef- 
fandra , as Minados : Mercator calls it Diar¬ 
gument : and in antient time Hircania , fo 
much fpoken of by the poets for the huge 
woods, and fierce tygers that abound there. 
Weftward this kingdom bounds upon 
Media : eaftward on Margianna : fbuth- 
ward on Parthia , and the Coronian moun¬ 
tains : and northward on the Cafpian fca. 
The north part of this kingdom is full of 
thick woods and fhadowy groves, wherein 
grow divers forts of trees, but efpecially 
cedars, beeches, and oaks, a fit harbour 
and fhelter for tygers, panthers, and par- 
dies, which wild beafts make the palfage 
in thofe places very dangerous : but near 
to the fea-fide it is full of pafture, and 
very delightful, by reafon of the manifold 
fweet Jprings which iffue out of the moun¬ 
tains near adjoining. Many principal ci¬ 
ties are there in this country, as Befian , 
Maffandran , Pangiazer , Bachu and 
Gheilan , cities of fuch ftate and condition, 
as delerve to have a governor of the fame 
dignity, that the balha is with the 
Turks. 

Concerning Bachu , it is a very antient 
haven town, very commodious for ,-Ihips 
to harbour in, as alfo profitable to vent 
Vol. J. 


commodities, by reafon that Ardovil , Oyl 

Tauris , Eres , Sumachia , and Derbent lie fpringeth 
not many days from thence. Near unto out °f tlM 
this town is a very ftrange and wonderful 
fountain under ground, out of which there 
fpringeth and iifueth a marvelous quanti¬ 
ty of black oyl, which ferveth all the * 
parts of Perjia to burn in their houfes ; 
and they ufually carry it all over the coun¬ 
try, upon kine and affes, whereof you 
fhall oftentimes meet three or four hun¬ 
dred in company. 

Gheilan and the reft ftand likewife alto- Gheilan. 
gether in trafHck : Gheilan being but four 
eafy days travel from Casbin : and very mi ~ . 
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near unto the Cafpian lea. A lea that is ian fca> 
very commodious and profitable ; being 
in length two hundred leagues, and in 
breadth an hundred and fifty, without 
any iffue to other fea : to the eaft part of 
this fea joineth the great defart country 
of the Tartars : to the weft part the 
country of the Circaffians , the mountain 
Caucafus : to the north the river Volga y 
which hath feventy mouths or falls into 
the fame : and on the fouth part joineth 
the countries of Media and Parthia. This 
fea is frelh water in many places, and in 
other places, as fait as the main ocean. 

It hath many goodly rivers falling into it, 
as the great river Volga 3 called by the 
Tartars Edeli , which runs at the leaft 
two thoufand miles in length : as alfo out 
of Syberia y Taic and Tem , and out of the 
Periardian mountains Araxis , Cirus, Ca- 
nac , and divers others, too long to write 
8 X of* 
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of. And chough fo many goodly rivers 
do discharge themfelves into it, yet it emp* 
tieth not itfelf, except it be under ground 
into the black fea by Conftantinople. 

Now by the commodious fite of the 
fea, a very profitable trade, might be 
planted, being but feven days failing 
from Aftracan to Gbeilan: the gains of 
. which pafiage Is, as I have credibly heard 
fay both of Perfians and Armenians , fifty 
in the hundred, even in meer buttanoffes. 
.To further which commerce and trade. 
Abas the Perfian king hath divers times 
of late fent fundry ambaffadors to the 
great duke of Mofcovia ; among other 
things, requefting of himj that merchants 
might have a fafe convoy, to tranfport 
their goods down the river Volga into the 
Cafpian fea, and fo to Gbeilan ; which 
he promifed molt faithfully to perform, 
fo far as his power would extend. I know 
the voyage would be chargeable, yet the 
benefit will quit the charge, were the paf- 
fage fafe and fecure down the river, and 
had we barks of our building but of fifty 
or threefcore tons, which might, by reafon 
of the great flore of timber in thofe parts, 
be eafily builded. 

The commodities to be found at Gbei- 
lan and Casbin are filks of all forts of co¬ 
lours, both raw and wrought, and that in 
fuch quantity, that a merchant may beftow 
thirty or forty thoufand pounds yearly; as 
as alfo all manner of fpices and druggs, 
pearls, diamonds, and rubies ; likewife 
carpets of divers forts, with divers other 
rich merchandizes, the prices of which I 
think not meet to fet down, becaufe of 
their rifing and falling as the market goes. 
In exchange of which commodities, we 
are to carry thither tin and copper and 
brafiel ; as alfo kerfies for the common 
people, broad cloth for the merchants 
and better fort of people, black cloths for 
women’s garments ; good camblets and 
velvets died in grain, with purple colours 


and fine reds ; cloth of gold and tififue, 
velvets, embroidered with gold ; fine 
holland cloth for the king and fultans, 
daggers and piftols, compleat harne fifes, 
targets of fleel, fhirts of male, ftone- 
bows, brufhes. and fuch like. 

The only colours of cloth which are to 
be fent, are. fcarlets, violets in grain, fine 
reds, blacks, brown blues, London riiffets, 
taunies, lion colours, fair lively greens, 
and the like. I am perfuaded that any 
honeft fa£tor refiding in Casbin may vent 
a thoufand cloths yearly, whereof the Ve¬ 
netians have good experience. But to 
leave this noble country of Hircania , we 
will again come to Casbin a principal city 
in Media , where we flay’d fifteen days. 

From Casbin we fet forwards to the 
great and populous city of Hifpaan , lodg¬ 
ing every night either in a Perfi ^village, 
or in a fair cain built of {tone, where we 
found all kind of provifion necefiary for 
curfelves and beafts, travelling fix or feven' 
in a company : company fufficient, by 
reafon of the great peace and tranquility, 
which the Perfians live in above the 
Turks ; and fo having fpent fix days, we 
arrived at Qcm a very antient city. 

This city is called by Ptolmy , Guri- 
ana , and was fo great in times pafl, that 
the inhabitants affirmed unto us, that 
when it was in its firfl flourifhing eflate, 
it was twice as big as Conftantinople ; but 
it was much ruinated by C Iamerlane^ and 
ever fince hath lain in the dull without 
repair, Caftan carrying away the trade of 
merchandize from her, which was once 
the miftrefs and lady thereof. It is well 
feated for water and all other neceffaries, 
having a fpacious river running by it, 
with a flone bridge over the fame : the 
which we no fooner paffed, but we enter¬ 
ed into the bounds of Parthia ; a kingdom 
. once famous, but now fo mingled with 
Perfia , that the very name of Parthia is 
quite extingmfhed amongft them. 
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The Description of Parthia. 


T HIS province in antient writers 
is ‘ much renowned : Nigro doth 
call it Corajfan , and would have the me- 
tropolitical city to be Charras , under 
which he would comprehend the Zaga- 
thean Tartars , but herein he is much de¬ 
ceived, for Corajfan and the Zagathean 
Tartars is very nigh two months travel 
from Hifpaan , which is the chief and 
principal city of Parthia , .as fhall be 
fhewed in due time and place. Merca¬ 
tor and Minadoi do call it Arach: and 
Alphonfus Hadrianus , Jex. The bounds 
of this province eaftward is on Aria : 


fouthward on the great defart of Cara- 
mania : weflward on Media : and north¬ 
ward on Hircania. The north part is 
very woody, and compaffed about with 
huge mountains ; every plain is inclofed 
with a feveral pale of high hills belonging 
to the fame: though the climate here be 
fubjett to much heat, yet doth the coun¬ 
try produce all forts of delicate fruits 
(only olives excepted) being watered with 
many pretty rivers which flow from the 
mountains. 

The native peopie were at the firfl a 
mofl bafe, vile, • and obfeure people, 

! driven 
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The Par- driven out ol the cold countries of Scythia unto the Roman monarchy, ending that 
thiuns ac that time, when the Afyrians and without war, which others could not do 
thehrfta Medes flourifhed, and they continued fo with wars i commanding more with a 
molt fer- a l° n o time a * tcr » w ^ en the Perfians word, than Antonins who fought it with 
vile and gained die monarchy from the Medes ; blows, or Crajfus who fought it with his 
bace peo- yea and after Alexander had conquered death. But leaving thefe matters of an- 
ple. Perjia , they were fo rude and barbarous, tiquity, we return where we left, 
that no Macedonian prince would take up¬ 
on him to be king of Parthia. But in The Defcription of Caflan. 

procefs of time they became very valiant, 

and great foldiers: for after they ferved in AFTER two days travel from Com , 
the wars one while under Eumenes , ano- we arrived at CaJJan , a principal citv in 
ther while under Antigonus^ and after un- Parthia j very famous and rich,howfo- 
der Se.'eucius Nicanor , and then under ever Ortelius , and others make no men- 
Antiochtts , commanders of great account, tion of it. This city is feated in a goodly 
they grew fo famous by their fervice, that plain, and becaufe it hath no mountains 
finding themfelves ftrong enough, they near it, but within a day’s journey the 
made head againft Antiochus , and revolt- heat is very faftidious, as great almoft as 
ed from him, making choice of a king it is in Ormuz : the fpring and liarveft is 
among themfelves, who in a ihort time fooner in this climate, than in any other 
brought • fuch renown to the Parthians , part of the Perfan dominions. It wantr 
as that they enlarged their confines, and eth neither fountains, fprings nor gardens, 
augmented their territories in fuch man- but aboundeth with all necefiaries whatfo- 
ner, that Parthia (once defpifed and con- ever •, confifting altogether in merchan- 
temned of the Macedonians) within the dize : and the beft trade of all the land 
reign of eight kings became foie lady and is there, being greatly frequented with all 
commandrefs over all the countries from forts of merchants, especially out of India. 
the mountain CaucaJus to the river Eu- The people are very induftrious and cu- 
phrates : fubduing Perfia , Media , and rious in all fciences, but efpecially in 
Afyria , facking and defpoiling the great weaving girdles, and fafhes, in making 
and wealthy city of Babylon , infomuch velvets, fattins, damasks, very good oz- 
that their fame fpread unto Rome , a city muzenes, and Perfian carpets of a wonder- 
that could never abide any kingdom or ful finenefs ; in a word it is the very ma- 
country to fiourifh but itfelf. Thefe were gazine and warehoufe of all the Perfian 
they that gave the great overthrow to rich cities for thefe fluffs. 

Cr^Jfus of Rome , who minding more his Here you may buy all manner of 
gold, than the guiding of his army, -ftas druggs and fpices, and turkafies, with 
llain himfelf and many thoufand Romans , ftore of pearl, diamonds, and rubies •, as 
the Parthians with exprobration of his alfo all forts of filks, as well wrought as 
thirft after money poured moulton gold raw. I am perfuaded that in one year 
into his mouth after he was dead. A- there is more filk brought into Cajfan , 
gainft thefe great Lucullus fought many than is of broad cloth brought into the p . . 
battles, and the Romans were never able city of London. This city is much to be cold o- 
to bring them quite into fubjedtion, until commended for the civil and good go- vernment. 
Augujius C<efar reigned. vernment, which is there ufed. An idle 

I omit for brevity fake to write any perfon is not permitted to live amongft 
thing of Arfaces , the firft king of Par - them : the child that is but fix years old 
tbia, whom the Perfians loved fo alive, isfet to labour: no ill rule, diforder, or 
that they honour’d him being dead, fur- riot is there fuffered. For they have a 
naming always after him the kings of law among them, (refembling the Egyp- 
Parthia y Arfaces , with no lefs honour and tian law which Diodorus mentioneth) 
glory, than the C<efars of Rome , and the whereby every perfon is compelled to 
Pharaoes and Ptolomies * of Egypt : or of give his name to the magiftrates, there- 
Eerodes the ninth king of Parthia , who fo with declaring what kind of life he liketh, 
much prevailed againft the Romans : or of how he liveth, and what art he exercifeth. 
Phraherts their tenth and laft king, who And if any do tell untruly, is either well 
unnaturally killed his aged father, and put beaten on the feet, or employ’d in publick 
thirty of his brethren to death, and that flavery. Thegreateft annoyance that this 
the Parthians might have no man left to city is infefted withall, is the abundance againft 
be nominated king after him, command- and multitude of black fcorpions, of an idiencfs 
ed his own fon to be put to death like- exceeding greatnefs, which many times 
wife : or laftly, how Augujius Cafar , by do much harm, if a fpecial care be not 
his clemency and juftice, drew this bloody had of them. At this city Mr. John 
tyrant to fubmit himfelf and his kingdom Mildenall and myfdf parted company j 

he 
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he traveling to Labor in the Eajl Indies i 
and myfelf letting forwards to the great 
city of Hifpaan , three days travel diftant 
from CaJJan . 

j The Dtjcription of Hifpaan, 

THIS city, as fome affirm, was built 
by Arfaces the firft king of Partbia, be- . 
ing then called Dara. But whether fo 
or no, is not much material. Sure it is, 
that in times paft it was called Ecatmpolis, 
the city of a hundred gates : and well it 
may keep that name Hill, fince the huge 
walls of the fame contain in circuit an 
eafy day’s journey on horfeback, and is 
become the greateft city in all the Perfian 
dominions : which is fo much the more 
magnified and made populous, by reafon 
of the king’s refidence therein. For 
there is the lupreme place of juftice all 
matters of importance have - recourfe to 
this place •, all ambaffadors of princes, 
arid agents of cities, make their repair 
thither ; and fuch as afpire and thirft after 
offices ^nd preferments run thither amain 
with emulation and difdain at others : and 
in a word, thither are brought the revenues 
that appertain to the crown, and there are 
they difpofed out again. By all which 
means this city hath wonderfully increaf- 
ed and appopulated itfelf within thefe five 
and twenty years. 

Very ftrong is this city by fituation, 
compaffed about with a very great wall, 
and watered with deep channels of run¬ 
ning iprings, conveyed into it from a 
part of the Coronim mountains, which' 
are as a wall inacceffible about it. On 
the north fide is erefted a ftrong fort or 
cattle, being • compaffed about with a 
wall of a thoufand and feven hundred 
yards, and in the midft thereof there is 
built a tower, or rather a ftrong keep, with 
lundry chambers and lodgings therein, but 
ftored with little ordnance. On the weft 
fide of this city ftandeth two Seraghoes, 
the one for the king, the other for his 
women •, palaces of great ftate and mag¬ 
nificence, far exceeding all other proud 
buildings of this city: the walls glifter 
with red marble, and pargeting of divers 
colours; yea, all the palace is paved with 
chequer and teffcled work, and on the 
fame is fpread carpets wrought with filk 
and gold ; the windows of alabafter, 
white marble, and much other fpotted 
marble *, the pofts and wickets of maffy 
ivory chequered with glittering black 
ebony, fo curioufiy wrought in winding 
knots, as may eafier ftay than fatisfy the 
eyes of the wondering beholder. 

Near unto .this palace is a garden, very 
lpacious and large, all flouriffiing and 


beautiful, replenifhed with a thoufand 
fundry kinds of grafts, trees, and iwcet- 
fmelling. plants, among which the lilly, 
the hyacinth, the gillulower, the rofe, 
the violet, the flower-gentle,• and "a 
thoufand other odoriferous flowers, do 
yield a moft pleafant and delightful fight 
to all beholders. There are a thouland 
fountains, and a thouland brooks *, a- 
mongft them all, as a father of them all, 
a pretty river, which, with his mild 
courfe and delightful noife, doth divide the 
garden from trie king’s palace : neither is 
this garden lo ftraitly looked unto, but 
that both the king’s foldiers and citizens 
may, and do at their pleafures, often¬ 
times on horfe- back, repair thither to re¬ 
create themfelvcs in theftiadows and walks 
of thofe greens. 

And as a guard for the gate of this t> 
fumptuous palace, the king keepeth cer- guard of 
tain orders of foldiers, whereof the moft the king’s 
noble, and the greateft in number, are p alate - 
called Chur chi which are as it were the 

king’s penfioners, being eight thoufand 
in number, all of them divided under 
feveral captains ; which captains do yield 
obedience to the general captain Churchi- 
hajha , a man always of great authority- 
Next under this order is another, called 
Efahuly to the number of a thoufand, 
diftinguiffied alfo under particular captains, 
and the chief captain is called Efabul- 
hajha. All thefe are maintained by cer- . 
tain towns and villages, which are feuda¬ 
tories to the crown of . Perjia , and they 
receive at certain times of the king’s ar¬ 
mour, horfes, apparel, and tents, every 
one as he is in place and degree. With 
this ftrong garifon is the king daily at¬ 
tended upon, and maintaineth the majefty 
of his court, efpecially when he rideth in 
prograce. 

And 
there is 
twelve 

appointed by the. king, for the general ill 
government of the whole empire, ha- an. 
ving their feveral diftinft charges: one Thg gu ._ 
hath the care of all martial affairs through- tan , s 
out the kingdom, and the other two re¬ 
ceive all. the revenues, keeping a juft The 
account thereof, which two we may call Tre&iur- 
tieafurers. Next unto thefe are the Mor- ers - 
dariy two great chancellors, whofe office The ^ 
is to write all orders, commandments, and c hancel. 
letters, concerning the government of the i or ’s. 
kingdom j one of them keepeth the feal, 
and the other the pen. Befides thefe, 
there are two Caddi, that is, two judges, The Cad- 
who make ar.fwer, and give fentence only di, or 
in matters of controverfy and civil quar- judges, 
rels ; but as touching criminal caufes, 
they have no further authority than to 

frame 


for the government of this city. The or- 
, befides the king and the prince, der th e 
fultans; but three efpecially are 
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frame examinations of witnefies, and to 
make declaration thereof, which they call 
the Sygil, and this Sygil they deliver up 
into the hands of the fultan that is either 
governor of the city, or elfe of the em¬ 
pire, and he caufeth execution to be done 
according to cuftom. And look as Hif- 
paan is governed, fo other cities have 
the felf-fame magiftrates ; all being at 
the king’s difpofition and appointment. 

Concerning the church - government, 
there is in this city, firft, the chief of the 
The Muf- law, whom they call the Mujlaeddini , a 
tatddini. wicked and profane prieft ; and in the 
other fubject cities are peculiar heads, 
obedient to this chief pricit, who are not 
chofen and difplaced at his pleafure, as 
the popifh bifhops are by the pope, but 
by the king himfelf, who is not only a 
king but a prieft, as Mahomet and All 
were. But to avoid trouble, the king 
granteth that favour, and putteth over 
that burden from himfelf unto others, to 
whofe judgment he alfo referreth himfelf, 
whenfoever any confultation is touching 
their law or profane fuperftjtion. Under 
The Ca- f his great prieft are'califes, and thefe do 
Ufa. daily fervice in the mofques or temples. 

The chief of thefe califes is he that put¬ 
teth the. horn upon the king’s head, 
when he is firft enthroned ; a ceremony 
once performed in Cafe y near Babylon y 
but fince Solyman the furkifh emperor 
won Afyria from the Perjian , it hath 
been fometimes performed in Casbin , and 
fometimes in Hifpaan. 

.The na- Finally, the inhabitants of this city do 
ti^re of much refemble the antient Parthians in 
the Per- divers things, but efpecially in their con- 
Jam ' tinual riding: they ride o'n horfe-back 
for the moft part j on horfe-back they 
fight with the enemy *, they execute all 
affairs, as well publick as private, on 
horfe-back j they go from place to place 
on horfe-back ; they buy and fell, and on 
horfe-back, they confer and talk with 
one another, and the difference between 
the gentleman and the Have is, that the 
Clave never rideth, nor the gentleman 
never goeth a foot. 

Befides, the nature of this people is 
arrogant, feditious, deceitful, and very 
unquiet; but that the fiercenefs of their 
nature is much reftrained by the king’s 
fierce government. 

The Per- To fenfuality they are much inclined, 
fians given having three forts of women, as they 
to fenlua- term them ; viz. honeft women, half 
”9'’ honeft women, and courtezans ; and yet 
they chaftife no offence with like extre¬ 
mity as adultery, and that .as well in the 
half honeft women, as in the honeft. 

Laft of all, they are full of crafty 
. ftratagems, and are breakers of their 

VOL. I. 
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promife (a vice that is very inbred in all The Per- 
Barbarians). Not content with any man’s fi« ns v ~ r y 
government long, and lovers of novelties ; lncon ant ' 
lor teftimony whereof we mSy avouch 
thofe antient poifonings, and wicked 
treacheries which were plotted, not only 
by fubje&s againft their fovereigns, but 
alfo by children againft their natural pa¬ 
rents j for the name of father was in fo 
fmall eftimation with thofe fifty fons of 
Artaxerxes y that with one confent, they The im- 
all confpired to murder him. The which P iet y °f 
monftrous impiety, ever fince, hath been ^7*the" 
pradtifed in this nation, fometimes the p er p a „ 
father with the children, fometimes the king, 
children with the father, and fometimes 
the children with one another, for in- 
ftance whereof we may take the Abas 
that now reigneth, who being governor 
of Heri whilft his father reigned, did 
not only confpire to have his eldeft bro¬ 
ther E 7 nirhamza y the hopefuleft prince 
that ever was in Perfia , to be betrayed 
. into the hands of the Turkijh general, in 
the year 1586, but alfo, by force of mo¬ 
ney and gifts, perfuaded one of his own 
eunuchs to kill him, who was no fooner The Pcr- 
corrupted, but put his treafonin practice, fan prince 
and upon a fudden, in the night-time, as fla,n b y . 
he flept on his pallet, ftruck him through ^ e n °^ u his 
the body with a launce : and fo the moft nuc h s . 
refplendent and bright fhining lamp that 
ever was in Perfia y was utterly extin- 
guifh’d : and not content with this im¬ 
piety towards his brother, did fhortly af¬ 
ter condefcend, ^as the full report goeth) 
to have his aged father Mahomet , furna- 
med Codibanda , poifoned without either 'rheim- 
regard of his fatherly majefty, or reve- p i et y Q f 
rence to age, or natural piety ; that fo he Abas king 
might afeend unto the kingdom. Infi -ofPerfia. 
nite alfo are the calamities, which he hath 
brought (fince he came to the crown) on 
the houfes of the ancient Perfian nobility. 

Notwithftanding howfoever, by the 
Ihedding of much blood, he was faluted 
king, upon the death of his father *, yet 
hath he fo carried the matter, that now he 
is exceedingly beloved and honoured of 
his fubjefts •, infomuch that when they 
will confirm any thing by folemn oaths, 

' they will fwear by the head of Abas the 
king; and when they wifii well to any 
man, they ufually fay, king Abas grant 
thee thy defire. 

This, prince is very abfohite, both in 
perfection of his body, and his mind, (but 0 f t h t p er . 
that he is in religion a profefifed Maho - fan king 
metan) excellently compos’d in the one, 
and honourably difpofed in the other *, 
of an indifferent ftature, neither too high, 
nor too low : his countenance very ftern, 
his eyes fierce and pierciag, his colour 
fwarthy, his muftachoes on his upper lip 
8 Y lon £» 
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long, with his beard cut clofe to his chin, 
expreffing his martial difpofition, and in¬ 
exorable nature ; that at the firft, a man 
would think him to have nothing in him, 
but mifchief and cruelty : and yet he is of 
nature courteous, and affable, eafy to be 
feen and fpoken withal: his manner is to 
dine openly in the company of his great- 
eft . courtiers, delighting much in hawk¬ 
ing and hunting, accompanied with his 
nobility, and the ambaffadors of foreign 
princes: he will oftentimes run, leap, and 
prove mafteries with his chief courtiers, 
being himfelf a moft excellent horieman, 
and cunning archer. 

The Per- Ufually every morning he vifiteth his 
jian horfes ftables of great horfes, and according to 
very good 0 cuftom of the Perftan kings, the 
foldiers of his court before-mentioned do 
receive horfes at his hands, as he is in 
place and. degree. And thefe their hor¬ 
fes are of Angular virtue, equal with thofe 
of the old time, which (as Strabo Writeth) 
were accuftomed to be fed and brought 
up in Armenia , for the king’s ufe. They 
are wonderful fwift in courfe, fierce in 
battle, long breath’d, and very docible: 
when they are unfaddled, they are gentle 
and mild; but when they are armed, 
they are warlike, hardy and manageable, 
even at the pleafure of the rider. And I 
have feen of them fold for a thoufand, and 
fometimes a thoufand and fix hundred du¬ 
cats apiece. 

The wea- After he hath viewed his horfes, he 
*theP< paffeth into his armory, certain buildings 
foldiers-* 8 near unt0 his palace, where are made ve¬ 
ry ftrong curiaffes, or corfelets; head- 
pieces and targets, moft of them able to 
keep out the fhot of an harquebufier, and v 
much more to daunt the force of a dart. 
Here alfo the king furnifheth his foldiers, 
not only with curiaffes, head-pieces, and 
targets ; but with bows and arrows, poul- 
drones, and gantlets ; and With launces 
made of good afti, armed at both ends; 
With fcymetars and fliirts of mail, moft 
finely and foundly temper’d; wherewith 
both themfelves and their horfes are de- 


on horleback, with divers more too long 
to write of. In' this place alfo is to be 
feen, everal times in the year, the plea- 
fant fight of fireworks, of banquets, of 
mufick, of wreftlings; and of whatfoever 
triumphs elfe, is there to be (hewed, for 
the declaration of the joy of this people. 

Befides, the king very often in this 
place, in the prefence of the princes and 
peers of the realm, will give judgment in 
divers caufes ; much like unto the ancient 
• kings of France , who ufed ordinarily to 
hear the complaints of their fubjtCts; 
but of late years, the more the pity, they 
have committed this bufinefs unto the 
confciences of fubordinate officers, hear¬ 
ing by other men’s earsj and feting by 
other men’s eyes,well nigh concerning all 
their affair: which courfe the Perjian 
king holdeth neither good nor comfort¬ 
able for the people, nor yet by any means 
to furniffi juftice. And certainly, where; 
fuch carelefsnefs doth enter into the maje- 
fty of kings, the ftate of the realm cannot 
chufe but be weakened, and the majefty 
royal imbafed; fo that-in the end (it 
might be ffiewed) the people have not 
refufed to rife againft the perfon of the 
king, and fometimes to murder him. 

To be brief; in the execution of juftice, 
he is very fevere, as well to the greateft 
as the meaneft ; not fparing (as might be 
ffiewed) to hang up his chief Cuddi or TJje ^ , 
judges, when He ffiall perceive, how that ^king’s 
upon bribes and favour, they delay the correction 
fuits of his fubjeCts, againft the clear and of judges, 
manifeft truth ; imitating herein Camby- Herodomb 
fes t who commanded Sifamne's (kin for 
giving an unjuft fentence, to be fiea’d off, 
and covered the judgment-feat therewith; 
appointing alfo his fon to judge in his 
place, to the end that, by fight thereof, 
all other judges might be warned to be 
juft and upright: and I have feen him the 
king,many times alight from hishorfe,only 
to do juftice to a poor body. Befides, 
he piiniffieth theft and manflaughter fo 
feverely, that in an age, a man ffiall not 
hear either of the one or the other; which 


fended, in time of war. 

By this time having fpent moft of the 
kine-’s^x f° renoon > he retumeth again into his pai- 
crcifes in lace, and there remains till three of the 
the Jt- clock in the afternoon at which time, 
Maidan. h e makes his entry into the At-Maidan , 
which is the great market-place, or] ,gh- 
ftreet of - Uifpaan : round about this place 
are erected certain high fcaffolds, where 
the multitude do fit to behold the warlike 
Cxercifcs performed by the king and his 
courtiers, at their running and leaping, 
their (hooting with bows and arrows, at 
a mark both above and beneath; their 


kind of feverity were very needful for fome 
parts of Chrijiendom , (1 will not fay for 
England , though we have faulted therein) See Les 
but/or France efpecially; where, within 0 ft rts 
ten years, fix thoufand gentlemen have J 
been (lain, as it appears by the king’s ruiem^ 
pardons. So that fince king Abas came & deFon- 
unto the crown, full twenty years and up- taines > ■ 
wards, the Perfian empire hath flouriffi’d , 

in facred and redoubted laws, the people 
demeaning themfelves after the beft man¬ 
ner they can ; abundance of collections 
coming plentifully in, the rents of his 
chamber were increafed more than ever 


playing at tennis; all which they perform they were in his grandfather Tanus's 

time 
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time*, arms, arts, and fciences do won¬ 
derfully profper, and arc very highly e* 
(teem’d. 

Sir Ant ho- Tq this great monarch, came Sir An- 

nySherleyH tkony Sherley , Knight, with fix and twcn- 
Perfo ^ «y followers, all gallantly mounted, and 
richly furnifhed ; whofe Entertainment 
was fo great, that the Perfians did admire 
that the king (hould vouchfafe fuch high 
favour to a meer ftranger, without defert 
or trial of his worth. Of whofe bounty 
the world may judge, fince within three 
days after his firft arrival, the king fent 
him forty horfes, furnifhed with (addles, 
and very rich trappings ; four of them fit 
for the proper life of any prince, twelve 
camels for carriage; together with fix 
mules, four and twenty carpets, mod of 
them rich and fair, three tents or pavi¬ 
lions, with all other neceflaries of houfe ; 
and laftly, fix men laden with filver. 

Sir Ant ho- Sundry times Sir Anthony had audience 

ny$her ley's of the king, wherein he declared, firft, 
^ un - with what perfidious dealing, and with 
what greedinefs and pride the Tttrkijh em¬ 
perors have always fet upon the Chrfti- 
ans\ and that being difeharged of the 
war with them, he would of all likelihood 
fet upon the Perfians , having the felf- 
fame quarrel unto the Perfians , that he 
had unto the Cbriftians ; viz. an ardent 
and infatiable defire of fovereignty.; a 
fiufficient motive for the greedy Turk to 
repute every king, the richer that he is, 
the more his enemy. After that, he fet 
Forth to the full the prowefs of the Chrifii - 
ans, the wonderful preparation that they 
could make both at fea and land, per- 
fwading the king with ali bis power to in¬ 
vade the Turk, then altogether bufied in 
the wars of Hungary ; and to recover a- 
gain fuch parts of his kingdom as his 
predecelTors had loft. Wars he laid were 
more happily managed abroad than at 
home ; that fince his majefty alone is able 
to withftand the Turk* s whole force and 
power, he needed not now to doubt of 
the moft profperous fuccefs; the Chriftian 
princes (by his means) joining with him. 

He told the king further, that he was 
much unmindful of his former lodes and 
wrongs, if die thought he enjoyed an af- 
fured peace, which he fhould find to be 
nothing elfe but a deferring of war unto 
more cruel times; and that the Turk, if 
he fhould over-run Hungary , would forth¬ 
with turn his victorious arms upon him 
and his kingdom, the end of one war (a? 
he faid? was but the beginning of another; 
and that the Turkijb empire could never 
ftay in one ftate ; and it were good that 
his highnefs fhould obferve not the Turk's 
words but his deeds; and how the Otto¬ 
man emperors, according to the opportu¬ 


nity of the time, have ufed by turns, 
fometimes force, fometimes fraud, as belt 
ferved their purpofes. 

He wilhed alio the king, that at length 
this his deceit might manifeft itfelf unto 
the world ; and though in former times, 
there was fometimes wanting will, and 
fometimes occafion to unite their forces; 
yet now he hoped, that by an employ¬ 
ment from his majefty, to the Chriftian 
princes, that they would combine them- 
felves for their common good againft the 
common enemy ; and that it concerned 
no lefs his highnefs, than the Cbriftians , 
to have the power of the great Turk aba¬ 
ted : and this taking up of arms fhould 
be for the good of his majefty, howfoever 
the war fhould fall out; if well, he fhould 
then recover what his predeceffors before 
had loft, with much more than what was 
the Turk's : if otherwife, yet by voluntary 
entering into arms, to countenance him- 
felf, and to give the great Turk occafion 
to think that he fear’d him not, which 
was, (as he faid) the only way to preferve 
the common fafety. 

Many fuch fpeeches palled from Sir Sir Anthn- 
Antbony , but moft of the chief counfellors ”y Sherley 
were obftinately bent againft it at the firft; ^ nt *?y tiie 
howbeit, the king being ftill animated by 
his forcible perfuafions, and his general, eight fe- 
Oliver-chan , a Georgian chriftian, further- veral 
ing the bufinefs, in the end, with the reft P rmces - 
of his council, confented thereto ; and fo 
Sir Anthony , within three months after his 
firft arrival, was difpatched to thefe feve- 
ral princes ; viz. to Queen Elizabeth of 
famous memory ; to king James , our 
dread fovereign ; to the French king, to 
the Emperor , the Pope, the king of 
Spain, the fenate of Venice , and the duke 
of Florence ; with letters of credence, and 
very rich and bountiful prefents ; to con¬ 
clude a general peace among themfelves, 
and between the Perfian and our Chriftian 
world. 

The chief things that the Perfian re- The de- 
quefted of the Cbriftians was, that they mands of 
would fend him by the way of Syria, men the p ; r * 
flrilful in the cafting of great ordnance, ^ an kws ' 
an engine once hated of the Perfians , who 
held it a fin and fhame to exercife fo 
.cruel a weapon againft mankind ; yet now 
knowing, by woeful experience, of what 
moment it is in a fet battle, the king did 
foecially require, fuch men as were skil- 
iul therein, having matter enough within 
his dominions, whereof to caft them: 
that they, with an army by land, and 
their fleet by fea, to trouble the great 
Turk -, promifing, in the mean time, him- 
felf to fill Afia the lefs with his army; 
and that, if they would, be in the field 
three months, he would be fix months ; 

and 
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and if the Chriftian princes would bring 
an hundred thoufand fighting men into 
the field, he would bring two hundred 
thoufand ; and fo they fhould give unto 
themfelves a fair occafion, to recover 
both by land and fea, all fuch places as 
they had before loft, either in Hungarian 
or upon the coaft oi'Peloponnefus, and Gre- 
cia. 

Mr. Robert But how well Sir Anthony behaved him- 
5 herley left felf in fo weighty a negotiation, I leave 
a5 a pledge to the world to judge of; fure I am, that 
Si*’sire" ^ or fidelity therein, he left his brother, 
turn outof Mr. ^-°^ ert Sherley , a worthy gentleman, 
Chrijien- as a pledge for his return out of Chrijlen- 
dom. don *, accompanied with five Englijhmen , 

viz. honeft captain Powell , John Ward , 
John Parrot, who afterwards died in La¬ 
bor^ being in Mr. MildenaPz company ; 
one Brookes , who is gone for the Eaft- 
Indies ; and an Englijh gunner, whofe 
name I do not well remember, who was 
flain by an Italian in the way to Corajfan. 
All thefe at the firft were kindly entreated 
by the king, and received large allow¬ 
ance ; but after two years were fully ex- . 
pired, and no news of that great and im¬ 
portant embafiy ; and the king perceiving 
that Mahomet , the great Turk, began 
now to have him in jealoufy j and that 
the whole war was like to lie upon his 
own neck, without any. help from the 
Chrijlians , he began to frown on the 
Englijh ; notwithftanding, Mr. Sberley, 
through his good defert, foon gained the 
king’s gracious- favour again/ And as e- 
vident figns thereof, obtained of the king 
freedom of confcience for all Chrijlians 
throughout his dominions ; allowing alfo 
his houfe, to be the only harbour and re¬ 
ceipt for all poor Chrijlians that travel in¬ 
to thofe parts. And farther, the king, 
to manifeft his love, gave him out of his 
feraglio, in marriage, a Cirajfian lady of 
great efteem and regard; But that he 
fhould have a child in Perfia , and that 
the king (a profeflfed enemy to the name 
of our blefied Saviour) fhould be the God¬ 
father 5 this certainly is more fit for a 
ftage, for the common people to wonder 
at, than for any man’s private ftudies. 

Notwithftanding, if we do rightly 
confider on the one fide, the great power 
and preparation, that the Perfian is able 
to make againfl: the great Turk ; and on 
the other fide, the miferable captivity of 
many thoufands of poor Chrijlians , that 
are fubjebt unto the Turkijh tyranny, we 
cannot deny, but that both the embafties 
of Sir Anthony Sberley , and alfo of Mr. 
Robert his brother,' are of great impor¬ 
tance ; and that a combination of fo great 
forces together, would foon have deliver¬ 


ed many poor Chrijlians of their mifenes, 
the world of its ignominy, and mankind 
of that monfter of Turkijh tyranny, that 
hath too long reigned, and laid the earth 
defolate. Th e great 

As for the firft, the ftrength of the power 
Perjian confifteth now in three kinds of that ^ 
foldiers 5 the firft are the foldiers of his 
court, to the number of nine thoufand, as a b"f to 
we faid before: the fecond kind are fuch, make a- 
who by cuftom and duty are bound to gainft the 
ferve him in his wars and thefe be his • 
ancient gentlemen of his country i who 
hold lands and pofieflions defeended unto 
them from their anceftors, or held by the 
gift of the king *, thefe are fent for in 
time of war, and are in duty bound to 
perform fuch like fervice, as. the gentry 
of Italy , France and Spain do unto their 
fovereigns: thefe do amount (fince Abas 
came to the crown) very nigh to forty 
thoufand: rrioft ofithem come well arm’d, 
the reft content themfelves with head- 
pieces and jacks •, and ufe for their wea¬ 
pons either horfemen’s ftaves or bows, 
which they can moll: cunningly handle, 
difeharging their arrows alfo, very near 
unto that they aim at, either forward or 
backward. .The third fort are fuch, as * 
are fent unto him from the princes and 
neighbours his confederates j and thefe 
are commonly fent from the princes 
of Iberia , Albania , and’the countries bor¬ 
dering upon Media and Armenia ; who 
being half Chrijlians bear a mortal hatred 
againfl: the 7 'Urk. ' 

Befides, the king hath under his domb ^ 
nions, thefe great and famous countries, j^ n " 
Servania , otherwife called Atropatia, , and j e & to 4 
fome part of Georgia ; thefe countries, Perfia. 
fince the yielding up of Tauris, have vo¬ 
luntarily yielded up themfelves under his 
protedtion.: befidesAZb^zri the great, Ghei - 
Ian or Gely, Majfandran or Hircania , 

Parthia , Aria , r Candahar , Ben, Coraf- 
fan , Farji or Perfia with the Carmanian 
defart; as alfo the kingdom of Lar , which 
frontiers on Ormuz: provinces fo great 
arid large, that in ancient times were able 
with their multitudes to cover the face of 
the earth, and to drink the rivers dry. 

And to make himfelf more ftrong, with¬ 
in . the bowels of his kingdofn, he hath . 
fubdued the Turcoman nation,, that were 
rebellious in his father’s time ; as alfo he 
hath ruinated the houfes of moft of his 
antient nobility •, as of late Amet-chan lord 
of Gheilan , Rujlan-mirze , the king of Can¬ 
dahar , Emir-miran the lord of left, and 
Ebrain-chan the governor of Lar, who 
would never, in his father’s tim hMahpmet- 
Codibanda , fend in their aid againfl: the 
cruel enemies of their common liberty ; 
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but impeach and moled their fovereign 
as much as they could, leaving many 
times the poor king to elcape with his 
life. But now the king hath drawn all 
the afore-mentioned provinces into his 
own poffeftion, and is able to carry all 
his force clear, without interruption, which 
at the lead may be two hundred thou- 
fand drong, and better. 

The Per - And as for his foldiers, they are for 
/tans bet- the mod part very valorous and noble, 
ter foldi- which being compared with the Turkijh 

T* P eo pl e (who for the mod part are very 
t e ur s. ra £ a j s ^ y jj e race ) are ky g 00c j right 

very highly to be edeemed. For the 
naked Turkijh horfeman is not to be 
compared with the Perfian man at arms s 
who comes in the field armed with a 
drong cuirafle, a fure head-piece, and a 
good target; whereas the Turkijh Euro¬ 
pean horfemen, altogether naked, ufe 
only a fquare or crooked buckler, where¬ 
with they do fcarcely cover themfelves. 
And the Aftan horfeman’s buckler is made 
of foft reeds, wound round and covered 
with fomekind of filk; again, the Perfian 
horfeman weareth his pouldrones and 
gantlets, and beareth a daff of good afh, 
armed at both ends, fighting with them, 
as occafion ferveth, at the daff, after the 
manner of the Numidians •, and with 
doubling and redoubling their often thrud 
from on high, do eafily wound or kill the 
unarmed Turks with their horfes: where¬ 
as the Turkijh horfemen, after the manner 
of the Grecians , do couch their daves in 
their red, and fo, that the fird courfe 
i mod common ly breaks the fame, being 

made of light and brittle firr; and fo pre- 
fently come to their feymetars, or horfe¬ 
man’s mace ; being in all other things far 
inferior to the Perfian man at arms. And 
for the Turkijh archers on horfeback, they 
are in no refpe< 5 t to be compared with the 
Perfians , who are well mounted and fure- 
ly armed, ufing both greater and dronger 
bows, and (hoot more deadly arrows, 
making fmall account of the Turks. So 
that, all things well confidered, the Per¬ 
fian is now able to deal in field with the 
great Turk , having both numbers of fol¬ 
diers, good dore of diot, and other war¬ 
like furniture •, as alfo (which is the chief- 
ed day of a date) obedience of his fub- 
jefts. And verily, when Perfia was the 
weaked, had not the Turkijh emperors 
Selymus , Solyman , and Amurat , been al¬ 
lured either by treafon, rebellion, or in- 
Thc m : - tc ft ine difeords, they would never have 
ferable taken that war in hand. And fo much 
thraldom of the Perfian forces. 

And as for the miferable thraldom 
under the t ^ iat t ^ ie P oor Cbrifiians do endure under 
Turkijh ty. the Turkijh tyrany, we (thanks be given 
famy. Vol. I. 


unto God) in thofe northern parts of the 
world may behold with fafety, but not 
without pity, when we rightly confider, 
how that tne people, among whom our 
Saviour himfelf converfed, at what time 
his beautiful deps honoured this world, 
with thofe churches in Grecia , which his 
apodles fo indudrioufly planted, fo careful¬ 
ly vifited, fo tenderly cherifhed, indruft- 
ed, and confirmed by fo many peculiar 
epidles, and for whom they fent up fo 
many fervent prayers, are now become a 
cage of unclean birds; filthy fpirits do 
poffefs them. The Turk with his Cu- 
raam , and Mahomet with his Alcoran , are 
lords of thefe places. So that now the 
Grecians have lod their liberty, (which 
their ancedors had many times before, to 
their immortal praife, worthily defended 
againd the greated monarchs of the 
world) and are now fo degenerate, by ! the 
means of the Turkijh opprefiion, that in 
all Grecia is hardly to be found any 
fmall remembrance of the antient glory 
thereof: infomuchthatwhereas they were 
wont to account all other nations barba- ' 
rous in .comparifon of themfelves, they 
are now become no lefs barbarous than 
thofe rude nations whom they before 
fcorned. 

Infinite are the miferies, which they 
from time to time have endured under 
the Turkijh tyrants ; and fo great hath 
been the fury of that barbarous nation, 
that r.o tongue is able to exprefs the mife- 
- rics that the poor Greeks endured, when 
the imperial- city of Confiantinople was 
taken and fpoiled by Mahomet the great, 'ph e Gre- 
in the year 1453 » when the cruel tyrant dan n obj- 
could not content himfelf with the fpoil I*ty put to 
and riches of that fair city, but caufed alfo, in 
as he fat feading with his bafhas and great f e n C pre ; 
commanders, mod of the chief Chrifiian t jj C ^ r ° 
captains, both men and women (of whom Turk, 
many were of the emperor’s line and whilft he 
race) to be in his prefence put to death : f at f eaft- 
deeming his fead much more dately and 
magnificent, by fuch effufion of Chrifiian ^ a ’ 
blood.- • - v 

There might a man have feen the poor 
Chrifiian captives driven up and down, Themife- 
by the mercilefs foldiers, as if they had 
been droves of cattle, or flocks of fheep. no p 0 ^j a j s . 
It would have pitied any drong heart to 
have feen the noble gentlewomen and 
great ladies, with their beautiful children, 
who flowed in all worldly wealth and plea- 
fure, to become the poor and miferable 
bondflaves of mod bafe and contemptible 
rafeals, who were fo far from diewing 
them any pity, as that they delighted in 
nothing more than to heap more and 
more miferies upon them, making no more 
reckoning of them than of dogs. There 
8 Z ^ , niight 
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might the parents fee the woeful mifery of cd Mahomet, to have their deareft chil- 
thetr beloved children, and the children dren, both fons and daughters-, fnatched 
of the parents; the husband might fee the out of their parents boioms, to be brought 
(hameful abufe of his wife, and the wife up in his impious abominations, and to 
of her husband i and generally one friend be employ’d (after they are fo brought up) 
of another: yea, fuch was their malice to in murdering their fathers and mothers 
the Chriftian faith, that they converted ; that begat them ; and in rooting out hat 
the temple of Sophia, built for God to ' faith wherein they were born and baptiz- 
be honoured in, into a ftable for their ed, and which only were able to bring 
horfes, making it a place for the execution their fouls into happinefs ; this furely is 
of their abominable and unfpeakable a calamity infupportable, and which cri- 
filthinefs : yea the image of the crucifix eth out unto God in the heavens for relief, 
they alfo took down, and put a Turk *s I will fay no more touching this mat- 
cap upon the head thereof, and fo fet it ter, but even wifh, with the humble peti- 


V) 
. > 


up and (hot at it with their arrows, and 
afterwards in great derifion carried it a- 
bout in their camp, as it had been in a 


tion of a mind pierced with grief, to the 
juft Judge of the world. Redeemer of 
mankind, and Saviour of his people, to 


procefiion, with drums playing before it, call down his pitiful eyes upon thofe na- 
railing and fpitting at it, and calling it the tions ; to behold on the one fide his tri¬ 
god of the Chriftians , which I note not umphing fierce enemies perfecuting with- 
fo much done in contempt of the images, out meafure•, on the other, his poor fer- 
as in defpight of Chrift and the Chriftian vants trodden down and perfecuted without 
religion. Neither have they committed help, hope, or comfort * to difiolve the 


pride and power of the one, to comfort. 
the aftonifh’d and wafting weaknefs of the 
other, with fome hope of fuccour and 
final delivery: to infpire the hearts of 
Chriftian princes (their neighbours) com- 


flavery. 


thele outrages and monftrous cruelties in 
Grecia alone, but in other parts of Chri- 
ftendom alfo : as Italy hath fundry times 
rafted of their cruel incurfions, and 
bloody invafions. Befides Servia, Bui- _ . 

The garia, Tranftlvania, Moldavia , and Vala- pounding or laying afide their endlefs and 

chia do groan under the yoke of the Iruitlefs contentions, to revenge their quar¬ 
ts, Gre.' Turkijh tyranny : what fhould I write of rel againft their unjuft oppreffors. For 

da) groan Hungary that royal kingdom, fince in certainly if mean princes have incumbred 

under the the reign of one lurkijh emperor (I mean the courfe of the great Turk *s conqueft ; 

Turkijh Solyman the magnificent) the number of what would not the united Chriftian forces 

thofe which were flain, and carried into do, if we might but once fee the glorious 
miferable captivity, were well nigh two beams of that bright iliimng day appear ? 
hundred theufand Hungarians ? So fpoil- ' Which union the Perjian king hath 
ed and harrafs’d is this kingdom by tiie often and inftantly fought of the Chriftian 
Turks , that it may well breed an aftonifh- princes, and that within thefe few years, 
ment not only to the neighbouring coun- For firft (as we faid before) he fent Sir 
tries adjoining, but to others further re- Anthony Sherley, a man very wife and va 
mote. So that to wind up all in a word j liant, if he had not been too prodigal 

there is now to be feen in thefe Chriftian After him, in the year of grace 1605, he 

countries, which the great Turk poffeffeth, fent three other feveral ambaffadors one 
nothing but triumphs over Chrift , and after another, viz. Zinel Chan Beg , Me- 

Icorners of his religion: inlolencies and vio- thi Culi Beg, and Jus Bajfi Hajfan Beg. 

lences againft the profefibrs thereof: extor- The two firft came direftly to the empe- 

tions and opprefiions upon their goods: ror at Prague, and the other was fent unto 

rapines and murderings upon the very the French king, whofe embaffy was for 

fouls of their children •, a cafe to be wailed the common good alfo, though it wanted 

with tears of blood by all Chriftian hearts the wifhed-for fuccefs. And to fhew the 

that knew it: hearing the only anchor and great defire that the Perfian ftill hath, to 

ftay of their fouls (our bleffed Saviour) have the pride of the great Turk abated, 

daily derided and blafphemed by the pride he hath fince employ’d Mr. Robert Sher- 

of the Turks. Indeed it were a finall ley as his ambaftador to the fame purpoie. 

thing, if the Turks extortions were only Never did Chriftendom mils times of 
on their goods and labours ; or if the bo- more advantage, to have prevailed much 

dies and lives of thofe poor Chriftians againft the Turk, not only to have holdem 

were only wafted and worn out in his their own (which they do not in Hungary ) 

works and flaveries, it might be fuffered, but to have recover’d fome good part of 

for goods are trahfitory, and death the end their Ioffes before received alfo. And in- 

of all worldly miferies. deed true it is that the time then well ferv- 

But to be forced (as thofe poor countries ed for both, by reafon that the great 
are) to pay a tribute alfo of fouls to wick- Turk was and is ftill troubled with wars 

both 
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both againft his own rebels, and th tPerftan feared, will too truly appear and manifeft 
king in AJia ; moft part of his forces be- itfelf, whenfoever the wars of the great 
ing turned that way. But what availeth Turk, and his troubles in the eaft with the 
opportunities without unity ? for how- Perjians be ended, he fhali then again 
Lt! ro- ^ oever P er f ian king did inftantly re- turn his vi&orious and infulting forces 
mlfe unto q ued: of the emperor to join with him in this way towards the weft, 
the empe- all friendlhip and brotherly love, and to I conclude then, that thofe diftrefted 
ror * continue his wars againft the great Turk parts of Chrifiendom which are fubjeCt to 
their common enemy and alfo promifed the Turkijh fury, cannot but be much be- 
that for his part he would never lay down holden, both to Sir Anthony Shirley, as 
arms until the enemy were brought to alfo his brother Mr. Robert Shirley, for 
nought and deftroy’d, fo that the Chri - this twenty years peace which is conclud¬ 
ed/* princes would on the other fide like- ed between the emperor and the great 
Theem- w ^ e j m p U g n him : and though the em- Turk. They being (I dare be bold to 
promise to P eror his P art P rom ^ e to continue fay under God) the only means that ftir- 
the Perfi. his wars, and to raife greater forces, and red up the Perfian king to take up arms 

king, alfo by letters to exhort and incite the againft the great Turk, and to draw 

greateft Chrijlian princes and potentates by degrees the whole war upon his own 
to extend alfo their power againft the neck, thereby to free and give a time of 

common enemy * yet could he not effect breathing to the champions of Jefus 

it, neither perform any part of his pro- Chrifi to refrefh themfelves, and in- 
mife to the Perfian king. creafe their forces. A peace not only 

For the next year following (feeing the well pleafing to the emperor, but to the 
Hungarians revolted from him, and tak- Turk. alfo, who no fooner heard from the 
ing part with the Turks, and the Turks bafha of Buda, that it was concluded, but 
with them, and finding himfelf not able forthwith conceived fo great joy, that 
The rea- w kh his own power to hold the field a- with a number of Janizaries and others, 
fons why gainft them, much lefs to maintain a de- he went from his palace in Confiantinople 
the empe- fenfive war, and his friends and allies, his in great magnificence to the church, to 

the fVr- CS wonted and S reateft ft a y s » then at his g‘ v e thanks therefore unto his prophet 
Jian king g reate ft need to fail him) he was glad to - Mahomet , fpending the next day in great 
in the leave the Perfian in the field to his own fport and pleafure, propofing from thence- 
field to ftrength, and to conclude a reafbnable forth to turn all his force and power for 
himfelf, p eace w i t h Jchmet the great Turk that now the fubduing of the Perfian king. But to 
dudes°a re ‘g net h *, being no Way able without the leave thefe two great monarchs, the only 
peacewith great aid of other Chrifiian princes, to enemies to the name of Chrifi, in field 
the great withftand the huge and dreadful power each againft the other, I come now to my 
Turk. of the Ottoman empire. Which (be it return from thofe parts, 
fpoken without ominous prefage) is to be 


The Return of the A u t h o r by the way of 

Perfia, Su/iana, Chaldaa, Afyria , and Arabia. 

• • / 

' * 

H AVING taken my leave of Mr. letters from the governor of Goa, to the 
Robert Shirley , and the reft of king of Spain, but loft afterwards their 
my countrymen, I left them to lives and letters by (hipwreck in the Vene- 
the mercy of the king fwhofe bounty and tian gulf. 

goodnefs by their return hath plentifully From Hifpaan we fpent ten days travel 
(hewed itfelf) and betook myfelf to the to Sir as by perfuafion of fome Perfian 
protection of the Almighty, to bring me merchants that were bound for Aleppo 
in fafety again into my own country: being with us, travelling through the very heart 
in my return, accompanied with one figinor of Perfia itfelf, paying now and then a 
Belchior Dios d*Croce, an Armenian Por- fhaughoe a piece to certain villages in the 
tugal, or Portugal Armenian ; and one way.,No matter of importance worth the 
Chrifiophero a Greek , who were lent with relating till we come to the city itfelf. 
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The ‘Defection of PERSIA. 


T HIS country (in which Sir as ftand- 
eth) is now called the kingdom of 
Farft, but in antient time the kingdom of 
Per ft a j a kingdom of itfelf very large 
and lpacious *, confining northwards on 
Media and Parthia •, eaftward on the 
great defart of Caramania weft ward on 
: Sufiana , which Strabo maketh a part of 
Perfia , and lieth between Babylon and 
Perfia, as fliall be declared hereafter •, and 
fouthward on Ormuz and the Perfian 
gulph, containing alfo the great kingdom 
of Lar, whence the belt bezar ftones are 
brought. 

Very famous is this country : for that 
it was the firft place where Elam the eldeft 
fon of Sem dwelt, whereby the people of 
this nation were a long time called Ela¬ 
mites, as appeareth by the prophecy of 
No more jy an i e i j w h 0 nameth it Elam : as alfo be- 

kingsln caufe it was the feat of thofe fine great 
Perfia. Perfian kings mentioned in the feriptures, 
.viz. Darius Medus, Cyrus,Ahajhuerus, Da¬ 
rius Longimanus alias Artaxerxes, and Ar- 
taxerxes the third, which was that Darius 
whom Alexander the great overcame. 
Darius For Darius Medus his afts and deeds 
Medus. were 0 f f 0 fmall efteem and regard, that 
they are not worth the writing. But con- 
C rus cerning Cyrus his fon-in-law, many excel- 

lent things are fpoken of him: for 
no king conquered fo many kingdoms as 
he did. r Befides, he was in grace and fa- 
• vour with God : for by Daniel's inftruc- 
• tions he was brought to confefs and ac¬ 
knowledge the God of Ifrael. Of him 
Efa. xliv. did Efay prophefy an hundred years be- 
§3. fore his birth : and his diligence was fo 
great in aiding the Jews after their cap- 
xxxvi1^2*2 tiv ^y unto Jerufakm , that he fuffered 
i Efdms i.’ them quietly to return with wealth and 
zEfdras ii. treafure,'and commanded all his princes 
Jfepk.An - 0 f Syria, and fubjefls, to favour and to 
n * help them, publifhing a decree for the 
c building up of their temple unto God. 

Notwithftanding, this happy and fortu¬ 
nate prince was flain by Tomyris queen of 
the Majfogets in Scythia, who not content¬ 
ing herfelf with the death of her enemy, 
c ommanded alfo his head to befmictenoff, 
and thrown into a bowl of man’s blood, 
Herodotus, with this exprobration of his cruelty in kil- 
Jujh.i. ling her fon: latia te fanguinequamftifti — 
Tu quidem meum vtientis & in pugna vic- 
tricisfiliumperdidifti: dolo captum, at ego te 
cruore faturabo: i. e. go now, and glutthy- 
lelf with the blood of men, which in thy life 
time would never be fatisfied with blood, 
--&c. 

Jhafhue - Next unto him reigned Ahajhuerus, 

rus. 


whom our writers call Xerxes, the Chal¬ 
deans Artaxerxes, the firft husband to 
queen Hefier, whofe dominion did extend 
itfelf from India unto Ethiopia, over an 
hundred and twenty-feven provinces. The 
goodnefs of this king was fully proved, 
at what time the church was miferably af¬ 
flicted by proud Haman, and hinder’d by 
cruel Cambyfes, againft the decree of Cy¬ 
rus : for he gave full liberty and licence 
unto the Jews to build the temple at Je- 
rufalem -. Neverthelefs, toward his latter 
days, he was very unfortunate in his wars, 
being twice overcome both at fea and 
land ; by which unfortunate fuccefs he, 
that erft while, was termed, The terror 
of all nations, became in fo general con¬ 
tempt of all his fubjeCts, that both him- 
felf and his fons were flain by Artabanus 7 u ft ln - lt ^- 
the traytor. 

Next unto him fucceeded Darius Lon- j) ariut 
gimanus. This prince was no way be- Longima * 
hind his predeedfors in piety and devo- 
tion towards God; for he would not by 
any means change their inftitutions con¬ 
cerning religious worfhip j but with great 
beneficence favoured the Jews. For in 
the fecond year of his reign the temple at 
Jtrufalem was finifhed ; and in the fe- 
venth year Efdras, with a number in his ? 
company, returned. . 

The laft king was Artaxerxes the third, Darml 
whom they called by the name of Darius, 
a prince of great induftry, and noblenefs 
of ipirit; yet at laft was vanquifh’d by 
Alexander the great, and flain by one of 
his own kinfmen, ending his life together 
with the Perfian empire. 

So that now, by the computation of 
the reign of thefe kings, which was one 2J»S/ht 
hundred forty and feven years, we may 
eafily confute that malicious tergiverfation 
and erroneous expofition of the Jews, of the 
prophecies of Daniel, , touching the three¬ 
score and nine weeks to the coming of 
the Meffiah. The Jews affirm, that the 
fame prophecy doth not belong to. our 
Saviour Chrift, but that it,ended the day 
wherein the temple was overthrown by 
Titus ; and do interpret Chrift, whom 
Daniel prophefied fhould be flain after 
thrcefcore and nine weeks, to be Agrippa, that the 
the laft of the Herodians ; furmifing pee- Mefiiah 
viflily that the Meffiah liveth in the world livethin 
invifibly,coiouring their grofs errors there- the .^° rld 
in, by the falfe and lying hiftories of invl 1 
fome Greeks and Latins, who attribute 
two hundred years and above, to the em¬ 
pire of the Perfian kings ; whereby fome 
have been driven to reckon the beginning 

of 
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was at 

three 

times. 


of thofe weeks after the time of Cyrus , under whom Chrift was born •, or in the 
that they may end at the death of our Sa- year of Tiberius , under whom he fuffered. 
viour Cbrifl. He that would read more of the antient 

Herodotus. Which falfe hiftories, to make up eftate of Perfia , either concerning the 
7 * thofe years, name more P erf an kings royal majefty thereof, or the religion, 
than ever were, as Cambyfes to fucceed laws, manners, and cuftoms of the fame 
his father Cyrus , whereas he was but left or the military difeipline, whilft Hie held 
by his father king in Perfia, in his ex- the world in awe, let him read Barnabas 
pedition into Scythia , according to the Brijfonius , who hath written three books 
Perfmn cuftom mentioned by Herodotus , De regio Perfarum principatu. In the 
which was, that if the king w'ent out of mean time,, we come to deferibe that 
the country with an army, he muft ap- which we have feen ; returning where we 
point another king to abide in the coun- left, to Sir as, antient Perfepolis. 
try during his abfence. And fo were / 

Cambyfes and Darius Hiftafpis kings of The Defcription of Siras, ancient Per- 
Perfia. And whereas fome Perfian kings fepolis 

had two or three names, as Darius , . 

Xerxes , and Artaxerxes, they make fo THIS is fituated on the banks of The tv? 
many kings; whereas the feriptures fet Bindamir , a great and famous .river, Bindamir. 
down but the five before named, who which courfeth through Perfia , and the 
reigned (as we faid) but one hundred kingdom of Lar , and fo emptieth itfelf 
As the forty and feven years. Whereupon it into the P erfianvffi, and was once the 
capt vity falleth out, that whether you begin to metropolitical feat of all the kingdom, 
fhre^ ^ accoun t the threefcore and nine weeks until of late years, Hifpaan hath gained 
t mes, Jo from the firft y ear of c y rus > who the .n that privilege from her. Notwithlland- 
thc return determined the Jews reduction ; and as ing it is large and lpacious, containing 
was at the captivity grew at three times, fo the very near ten miles in circuit, and lieth 
timel rcturn from the ca P tivit y was at three juft in the road-way which leads from 
times. Hifpaan to Ormuz. Pliny did call it caput 

For, firft, in the fecond year of Cyrus, Perfici regni , for fo it was during the 
- Zorobabel, with well-nigh fifty thouiand monarchy, the head city of the Perfian 
Jews returned, and then laid the founda- kingdom, which continued famous ma- 
tion of the temple, which was finifhed ny years together, being fluffed with 
the fecond year of Darius Longimanus : the lpoils of die whole world ; for Alex- 
and many Jews remaining in Babylon , andsr, when he took it, found in the 
who for the love of their pofTeffions and treafury forty thoufand talents of gold, 
children, having purchafed of the kings every talent being fix hundred crowns by 
of Perfia a form of a commonwealth, • Budxus’s computation. And the fame Alexander 
eledled to themfelves a prince of the line time, at the requeft of a drunken drum- at the re - 
of David, (whom Origen callcth a patri- pet, he fet this gallant city on fire, him- qu J ft of 
arch) calling him Mchmalat-archam , felf being the firft prefident in that woful a 
which fignifith the head of the outlaws, mifery, which in a fhort time was quite 
And in the feventh year,of Darius Lon- burnt down to the ground, as Diodorus 
gimanus , Efdras , with a number in his relateth; which unhappy mifchance 

company, returned. And laftly, in the Quintus Curtius on this manner bewaileth: 
twentieth year of the fame Darius , Ne- hunc exit urn habuit regia to tins orient is 
hemiah, with his company, departed. unde tot gentes ante jura petebant p atria. 

So that it falleth out, that whether you tot regum unicus quondam Grecian terror 
begin tofaccount the threefcore and nine &c. Such a miferable end befel to the 
weeks from the firft year of Cyrus , who regal city of all the eaft, whence fo many 
then determined the Jews redu&ion or nations did derive their Jaws and cuftoms 
from the fecond year of Darius (as others which was the fear of fo many kings • 
will) for that he confirmed, and put the and, in times paft, the only terror of 
fame in execution ; or from the twentieth Greece. 

year of his reign ; for that he then made *> So that in and about this town are to 
a new edkft in favour of Nehemiah , and be feen the ruins of many antient monu- 
fent him into Jewrie. (And not only the ments ; as two great gates, that are 
tribes of Juda , Levi, and Benjamin, to diftant one from the other the fpace of 
the number of thirty thoufand ; but fome twelve miles, which fhews the circuit of 
of the other tribes, to the number of ten this city, as it was in the time of the 
thoufand, returned alfo into Jewrie by monarchy, to be both large and fpacious. 
the edift of thofe kings).-"- Every way. On the fouth fide we viewed the ruins of 
thofe threefcore and nine weeks did end, a goodly palace, builded, as they fay, by 
cither in the reign of Auguftus or Herod , king Cyrus , a palace much magnified by 
Vo*,. I 9 A Mlianrt 
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JElianus in his firft book de animalibus , 
cap. iix. and on the north fide the ruins 
oh an old caftle, which feems was; girt 
about with a three fold wall; the firft wall 
being four and twenty foot high, adorn’d 
and beautified with many turrets and 
fpires •, the .fecond was like unto the firft, 
but twice as high ; and the third was four- 
fquare, being fourfeore and ten foot high ; 
all fabricated of free-ftone: on each fide 
were twelve gates of brafs, with bra¬ 
zen pales let before them very curioufiy 
wrought, ail which did fhew the magni¬ 
ficence of the founder. On the eait fide 
of this ruinous caftle, feme four acres of 
ground diftant, is a mountain, on which 
was ere< 5 ted a goodly chappely in which 
moft of the Pcrjian kings in antique time 
were in tomb’d. And tho’ this city, hath 
endured fundry mutations and changes, 
yet is it not to be eftcem’d one of the 
leaft cities in Perfia •, for out of it, in 
flaort time, is levied twenty thoufand 
horfemen well armed. Befides, it is one 
of the greateft and moft famous cities of 
the eaft, both for traffic of merchandize *, 
as alfo for moft excellent armour and fur¬ 
niture, which the armourers with wonder¬ 
ful cunning do make of Iron and fteel, 
and the juice of certain herbs, of much 
more notable temper and beauty, than 
are thofe which -are made with us in Eu¬ 
rope : not only head-pieces, curiaffes, and 
compleat armours ; but whole caparifons 
for horfes. curioufiy made of thin plates 
of iron and fteel. 

Now, by the fituation of this town, on 
the river Bindamir, a very profitable 
trade for the Eaft- Indian company might 
be at Batan , an haven town in the Per- 
fian gulph, which trendeth in the form 
of an half-moon, having a little pretty 
ifland, as a moft commodious fhelter, In 

: ■ j i . ' . > t s 1 .' 1 “ ■ . r ' ■ 
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the mouth of the fame *, whereby a fhip 
of five hundred tons and better may ride 
at pleafure. Very defirous is the Per fan * 
king, that our fhipping fhould come thi- 
ther, or to any other port in his dominions, 
promifing oftentimes fas may be'juftifkd The river 
very probably) that it fhould be law'- Jefifrrtm- 
fill for us to build and fortify, and to en- neth clo ^ e 
joy all privileges in as ample manner as bjr SataK 
his own fubjefts *, and that if the Portu¬ 
gal in Ormuz fhould offer violence to our 
fhipping, that then he would become 
their profeffed enemy; whofe league of 
friendlhip (I am, affured) they dare not 
in that illand break, Handing fo many 
ways beholden to the Perjian king as they 
do. Befides, were we planted in Batan , 
the king would quickly cut off the great- 
eft trade of merchandize, either of raw 
filk, or indico, from fauris to Conftan- 
tinople , and turn it unto .that harbour. 

There we fhould have a fpeedy vent for 
our broad cloth, kerfies, tin and lead, 
and have in barter for the fame whatfoever 
either the kingdom of Perfia or India 
doth afford. So that in my opinion, to 
have Batan for a refting and refrefhing 
harbour, after our tedious failing through 
the great ocean, was far better than Ban¬ 
tam m Java, or Aden y or any other port 
in Arabia Felix % places . altogether of 
wrong and oppreflion, where little juftice 
is to be found, being fo far from Con¬ 
front inople: whereas Batan ftandeth in 
fuch a country, as is full of peace and 
tranquility, having a moft jtii' and up¬ 
right prince, (the only true ftay of maf¬ 
fick) lord of the fame, whole only care 
and endeavour is to maintain and uphold 
the trade of merchandize. • But to leave 
thefe things to the merchants, we come 
now to the kingdom of Aftjrm. 


A 


The DeJ'eription of Assyria. 
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PRGM Sir as, having fpent eight days 
travel and better, we entered into the 
province of Sujiana , now called Cufeftan , 
but in old time Ajjyria . The. bounds of 
this country northwards, is on the fouth 
part of Armenia \ eaftward on a part of 
-Perfia ; weihvard on Mefopotamia •„ and 
ibuthward on a part of the Perjian gulph ; 
which part is full of fenns and marfli 
bogs, without either port or haven. The 
climate in that part is exceeding hot, and 
very much infefted with bituminous mat¬ 
ter, which both fpoils the growth of trees, 
and corrupts the waters ; whereby it comes 
to pafs, that the people are not long liv’d. 
And howfoever this country was that land, 


” m ~ t 12 i} i ,i) 

wherein the firft monarchy was fetded, fo 
that many excellent things might be fpo- 
ken of it; yet fince, it hath endured fo 
many mutations and changes by the out¬ 
rage of armies, that it hath loft her an¬ 
cient name : I will be fparing to write 
thereof, left ihould write many things 
rather fabulous than true ; and therefore 
laying afide the clanger of lying, I will 
pais unto thofe towns and ruins which I 
have feen. ;j 

e v * •? , 

fbe DeJ'eription of Sufa. 

Travelling two days farther, from the Htrodotus, 
entrance into this kingdom, wq refted at lih 5 

Valdac. 


/ 
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Valdac, once the great city Sufa, but now I thoroughly viewed) that it was built 
very ruinous. It was firft built by Tytho- with four Tides, but not equal orffquare j 
nus and his Ton Memnon *, but enlarged by for the two longer Tides had each of ,them 
Darius, the fon of Hyftafpis. In the build- (asweguefs) an hundred and fifty furlongs-, 

the two fhorter Tides, ninety furlongs, 


mg whereof Memnon was To exceeding 
Cajjiod. prodigal, that, as Caffiodorus writeth, he 
lib.'j.var. joined the ftones together with gold. It 
was once one 0 f the regal cities of the 
kings of Perfia * and was fo rich, that 
Arijlagoras did in this manner cheat up 
the hearts of his Toldiers, when they came 
to befiege it: Hanc vos urbem, ft animofe 
ceperitiS) jam cum jove de divitiis lick 
certetis, If you can win this city, couragi- 


two ihorter lides, ninety ami 
which amouriteth to four hundred and 
eighty furlongs of ground, which makes 
threescore miles, accounting eight fur¬ 
longs to an Italian mile. 1. The walls 
whereof were an hundred foot upright, 
and had fuch a breadth as three chariots 
might pafs on the rampire in front : thefe 
walls were garnifhed with a thoufand fcnd 
five hundred towers, which gave exceed - 


ous Toldiers, you mayftrive with Jupiter ing beauty to the reft, and a ftrength no 


himfelf for riches : which Alexander had 
good experience of, when he found fifty 
thoufand talents in wedges of gold ; bo¬ 
lides filver, and great ftore of coin. Be¬ 
hold, (faith Curtins) that in an hour. 


lefs admirable for the nature of thofe times. 
Here it was that Ninus reign’d, who, af¬ 
ter he had mafter’d Baftria , and fubject- 
ed unto his empire all thofe regions be¬ 
tween it and the Mediterranean Tea, and 


Ninus 
reigned In 


which many kings had heaped together Hellefpont , (Afia the lefs excepted) and 
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The river 
Choafpes. 


for pofterity, falleth now into the hands 
of a ftranger. In a word, fuch was the 
beauty and delettablenefs thereof for fitu- 
ation, that they then called it Sufa, 
which in the Perfian tongue Tignifieth a 
lilley *, but now it is called Valdac , from 
the poverty of the place. 

Clofe by this ruinous town fwimmeth 
the famous river Choafpes , which after 
many turnings and windings through the 
country of Sufiana , difeharges itfelf into 
the Perfian gulph. The water of this 
river is very delicate to the tafte •, lo that 
it is no marvel, tho’ the Perfian and Par- 


finifhed the work of Nineveh , he left the 
world in the year thereof 2019, after he 
had reigned two and fifty years. After T ^ e r rich 
him fucceeded Semiramis his wife, a lady ty 0us ump 
of great power and virtue, who in this tomb of 
city buried him To honourably, and in Ninus. 

' fuch a fumptuous. tomb, that it was the 
only pattern which Artemefia the queen of 
Carla made for her husband Maufclus , 
and accounted for the rarpnejs thereof, 
one of the feven wonders of the world. 

Upon the pillars whereof was'fet this Epi- His Epi¬ 
taph . Mihi pater Belus Jupiter, Avus taph. 
Saturnus Babilonicus,Proavus Clous Satur - 


thian kings, in times' paft, would by nus /Elhiopis; A'eavus Saturvm rEpyptus, 
their good wills drink of no other water. Alavus Coeltis P bee nix Qgiges, repeating 
For which purpofe, they had vefifels of the pedigree of Ninus to be the. fon of 
gold and filver, to carry the fame after Belus , the;tfon' oil Nimrod, -the fon of 
them, wherifoever they either did ride in Chits , the fon of Cham , and the fon of 
progrefs, or go to the wars. Xerxes f. is Noah. 

Varro relateth) being on a time exceeding Now as the monarchy of the Affyrians 
thirfty, caufed proclamation to bb made began by -Ninus, which lafted for the * 

1 -_v.— fpace of a thoufand and two hundred of the 

-years, and Tome add forty years more : fyriar.s. 
To it ended in Sardanapalus , that beaftly 
epicure,who finding his forces too weak to 

% _ # fightagainft the power of Arbaces and Be- 

Ton of carriage) yet that mighty prince lochius his two lieutenants, the one in Me- 
drank freeiy of it. Of fuch account w*as dia and the other in Babylon, retired out 


throughout his camp, that if any foldier 
had any water of Choafpes left, he fhould 
be well rewarded: And it fo fell out, 
that a Small quantity was found, which 
(though it was exceeding muddy by rea- 




The de- 
feription 
of Nine - 
veh. 


of the field to his palace wNineveh, and 
there caufed an huge fire to be made, SarJana- 
into which he caft himfelf and all his Pf us ^ * 


this river in ancient time. 

Having palled over this river, we Tet 
forward towards Moful , a very antient 
town in this country, fix days journey 
from Valdac •, and To pitched on the 
banks of the river Tygris. Here in thefe 
plains of Affyria , and on the banks of 
Thema°-- g ns , and in the region of Eden , was Ni- fparing no'time from incontinent exer- 
nificent ° neveh built by Nimrod, but finifhed by cifes. As appears by the epitaph, which 
buildingof Jsfimts.- It is^ agreed by all prophane living, he commanded to be written on 
Nineveh wr ft ers> an d confirmed by the leriptures, his tomb >. j'a • jr - 

y . . that this city exceeded ail other cities in - 

' circuit, and anfwerable frtagnificence. 'For Ede, Bibe, LudeiX 

it feems by the ruinous foundation (which Eat , Drink, Play. 
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riches; herein only playing the man. himfelf. 
Such Was the effeminate wantonnefs of 
this king, that he confumed whole days 
in the nurferies among his concubines. 


Which 


His Eplr 
taph 
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Which epitaph, Ariftotle chancing to river Euphrates , toward Shinar near Ba- 
find, flay’d, and read the fiift part there- bylon , and northwards containeth that con- 
of, and fmiling, faid : A man would tinent of Mefopotanua , Ajjyria , and Ar- 
think this writing fitter to be fixed to the menia , which is watered with Tygrh, be- 
grave of an ox , than written upon the tween mount Taurus and Seleucia. 
tomb of a prince. And having perufed That there was fuch a Paradife as the That P«- 
the three verfes, concluded, that Sarda Garden of Eden upon earth, is without rrJ fi ^ 
napalus enjoyed that being dead, which all difpute ; becaufe the feriptures tell us \ s e 
living he never had, but fo long as he was of it: .And the Lord God planted a garden w ; t ho U t 
feeding his paunch. Intimating, that all eaftward in Eden, and there he put the all Jif 
pleafures which are not reduced to necef man whom he had made, Gen. ii. 8. And P ute - 
iity and honefty, are very reproachful. it is faid of Cain, tliat he dwelt in the 
Here alfo reigned and died Sanacherib , land of Nod, towards the eaft fide of 
who at his return from the befieging of Eden, Gen. iv. 16. The prophets like- 
erufalem was flain by his two fons. A- wife, do often make mention of the land 
dramelech and Sharezar , as he was in the of Eden , and the inhabitants thereof, as 
temple worfhipping Nifroch his god. He- Ifa. xxxvii. 12. where, after Gozan, 
rodotus relates, that alter.his death, an and Haran , and Refeph ; the prophet 
image was fet up unto him with this in- fpeaketh alfo of the children of Eden 
feription. Learn by me to fear God ; for which were at Telafar. And the prophet 
a memorial of Gcd’s judgment againft Ezechiel, in chap, xxvii, t^r.2'3. bewailing 
hj m> the defolation of Tyr us, fhewethwhat mer- 


Finaily, I obferve that this city was far 
greater than Babylon, being the lady of the 
eaft, the queen of nations, and the richeftof 
the world; having more people within her 
walls, than are now in fome one kingdom: 
but now it is deflroyed, as God foretold 
it fhould be, by the Cbdldaans ; being 
nothing elfe, than a fepulture of herfclf, 
a little town of fmall trade, where the 
patriarch of the Neftorians keeps his . feat, 
at the devotion of the Turks. .Sundry 
times had we conferences with this patri¬ 
arch : and among many other fpeeches 
which paffed from him, he wifhed us that 
before we departed, to fee the ifland of 
Eden , but twelve miles up the river, 
which he ajfirmeth was undoubtedly a part 
of Paradife. 

The Defcription of the Ifland of. Eden. 

THIS Ifland lies in the heart of the 
river Tygris, and is, as we could guefs, 
in circuit ten Englifh miles, and was fome- 
times walled round about with a wall of . 
ftrong defence, as appears by the ruinous 
foundation of bricks which there re- 
maineth. And howfoever the beautiful 
land of Eden Is now forgotten in thefe parts, 
with thofe flourifhing countries of Mefo- 
potamia , Ajjyria, Babylonia, and Chaldea, * 
being all fwailowed up into mere barba- 
rifm *, yet this ifland ftill retains the name 
of the IJle of Eden. 

The de- Now, whether this ifland were the 

oTthere- ver y ^ en Earadife , is not probable: 

gion if but certain it is, that that garden of plea» 
Eden. fure, which God chofe out to fet Adam 
into, was feated in the lower part of the 
region of Eden , afterward called Aram 
fittviorum , or Mefopotamia, a country which 
Southwards ftretcheth itfelf over the great 


chants reforted thither, and among many 
other nations, he reckoneth the merchants 
of Eden. Now, as they make mention 
of the land of Eden , fo alfo of the gar¬ 
den itfelf; How is this land wafte, which 
was like the garden of Eden ! Ezech. . 
xxxvi. 35. And in the prophet Joel ii. 

3. The land is as the garden of Eden be¬ 
fore him. By which places of feripture 
it is evident, that the garden of Eden, 
was a certain place .upon the earth, which 
God chofe out (above all other places of 
the world) to fet Adam into, after he had 
created him. 

And that the very Eden of Par adi/e Paradife 
was in this country is plain, by the rela- ^"coim* 
tion of Mofes, who faith, that it was tr y Q f e- 
eaTtward in Eden ; that is, it lying eaft- den near 
ward (as this country doth) from Judea. Babylonia. 
For fo it is faid, that the Lord God plant¬ 
ed a garden eaftward in Eden, which 
quarter of the world is to be underflood, 
eaftward in reipecl of Judea: befides, 
this country ftandeth in the mofl excellent 
temper of all other, fo wit, five and 
thirty degrees from the equinoctial line, 
and five and fifty from the north pole. 

In which climate the beft wines, the moft 
delicate fruits, the ftveeteft oil, and the 
pureft grain of all ferns are this day found 
in great abundance. 

Again : The very rivers which courfe The H- 
through the country do make good, that verswhkh 
che very Eden of Paradife, was here d 
planted ; for Mofes deferibeth, that a ara f 
river went out of Eden, to water this 
garden, and from thence dividclh itfelf in¬ 
to four branches. And we find by ex¬ 
perience, that Tygris and Euphrates, run¬ 
ning through this country of Eden, do 
, jin in one, and afterward taking feveral 
ways a part, do water both the land of 

Cbm , 


The Preacher 

Chus, and Havilah, as Mofes rel teth : 
the true feats of Chus and his a fons, 
being then in the valley of Shinar, 
in which Nimrod built Babel , and not in 
yEthiopia , as fome would have it. And 
as for the land of Havilah, that country 
joined to Perfta eaftward, where Ifmael 
and his fons dwelt; for they dwelt from 
Havilah unto Shur, that is towards: E- 
gypt, as thoU goejl to Aflyria, Gen, xxv. 
The er _ 18. And therefore they that make the 
ror of river Pifon to be * Ganges, do contrary to 
thofe dif- both fcripture, experience and reafon ; for 

which*’ ^ ow can t ^ ie r * ver which runneth 

make Pi- through the great Mogor’s country in the 
fon to be Eaf-Indies , be a branch of thofe rivers 
Nilus. which watered Eden, fince the river Ty¬ 
gris, (though it rife in the fame quarter 
of the world) is diftant from Ganges above 
four thoufand miles And as for them 
that would have the river Gihon to be 
Nilus , do dream of an impoflibility *, 
becaufe the river Nilus is farther diftant 
from Tygris . and Euphrates, than Ganges 
is, being begotten in the mountain of 
the moon in Ethiopia, almoft as far off 
as the Cape of Good Hope (which our Eafi- 
India fhips do double), and falleth into 
the Mediterranean fea-, whereas Euphrates 
ipringeth, as w.e have faid, out of the 
mountains of Armenia , and falleth into 
the Gulf of Perfia : the one rifing fouth, 
which is Nilus ; the other rifing north, 
which is Euphrates , and courfing fouth, 
threefcore and three degrees one from the 
Strange other. Finally, this country aboundeth 

andhap- kind ferity an d happinefs, 

pinefs in though not in that exquifite manner as 
the region before the fall of Adam \ becaufe it was 
of Eden, accurfed in ’fpecial, like as all the earth 
in general, yet thus much I find written 
of it; Strabo maketh mention of the 
fouth part of Armenia , which is the 

north border of Eden, or a part thereof, 
to be e a region which aboundeth with 
4 moft pleafant fruits, and delightful 

* trees, always green and flourifhing j 
4 witnefting thereby a perpetual fpring, 
4 not found elfewhere, but in the Indies 
4 only/ And Curtius writeth on this 
manner : 4 As you travel on the left- 

* hand of Arabia (famous for plenty of 
‘ fweet odours) there lieth a champaine 
4 country, placed between the two rivers 

* Tygris and Euphrates, and is fo fruit- 

* ful and fat a foil, that they are faid to 

* drive their cattle from the pafture, 
4 left they fhould perifti by fatiety/ 
And true it is, that the ungy, or hay, 
which groweth in thefe parts, is of fo 
ftrong an operative power to fatten, that 
they are conftrained (before they give it 
their cattle to flake and cool the heats 
thereof with water. 
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Herodotus fpeaketh, as an eye witnefs, 

* that the place where Euphrates runneth 
4 out into Tygris, not lar from the .place 
4 where Ninus is feated, is a region, of all 
4 other, the moft excellent, which bringeth 
4 forth corn fo abundantly, that the or- 
4 dinary fields, in his time, did return 
4 the feed fown in them two hundred 
4 fold, the better places, three hundred/ 

That is, three hundred bufhels for one, 
or at leaft three hundred grains for one 
corn. And there is nothing that better 
proveth the excellency of this foil than 

the abundant growing of palm-trees in Pa]m 
thefe places, without the care and labour trees j n 
of man : the moft of which trees do bear great a- 
fruit, out of which the inhabitants make bundancc. 
both meat, and wine, and honey, and 
whatfoever elfe the life of'man begetteth 
at nature. Pliny affimeth,' ‘ that fuch If" 

* is the fertility of the ground, that they xviii.M* 
4 are conftrained twice to mow down their i-j, 

4 corn fields, and a third time to eat them 
4 up with fheep,’ adding this Angularity 
to the foil, 4 that the fecond year the very 
c ftubble (or rather falling down of &e 
4 feed again) yieldeth them a harveft of 
4 corn without any farther labour/ 

So that by thefe few collections we may 
gather, that they are far befides the truth, 
which have fought Paradife , either be¬ 
yond our known world, or in the middle 
region of the air; or near the moon ; or 
as far as the fcuth-line ; or the north-pole ; 
being meer vanities imagined in men’s 
fancies. Cardinal Bellarmine, in his con- Bellarm. 
troverfies, is likewife much troubled, to de 
find out the place where Paradife fhould 
be, whether it be in the earth or in the 
air; yea, fome are fo mad, that they do 
peremptorily fet down, that the earthly 
Paradife , after Adam was banifhed thence 
for his fin, was by God lifted up into the 
air: but this ,as his majejly learnedly jhew- 
eth in his premonition to all chrijlian mo- 
narchs , free princes and fates) is like one 
of the dreams of the Turkifh Alcoran ; fee¬ 
ing no fuch miracle is mentioned in the 
feriptures , having no ground , but from 
the curious fancies of fome boiling brains , 
who cannot be content- fapere adfobrietatem. 

We conclude then, that the garden of 
Eden was created by God, in this habita¬ 
ble world ; and that, in the lower part of 
the region of Eden, called by the Jews , 

Aram Fluviorum , Aram amongft the ri¬ 
vers; and by the Greeks, Mefopotamia ; sJb 
containing a part of Shinar and Armenia, 
and retaining the name of Eden, in fome 
part unto this day, as before is declared. 

From the ifland of Eden we returned 
to Moful, and ftay’d there eight days ; 
and fo went down the river Tygris to Bag- 
dat, or New Babylon, being carried, not 
9 B cn 
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on boat, as clown the river Euphrates , where, for the fpace of fix hundred years, Bagdat 

but upon certain zatarres or rafts, born the Mahometan caliphs were refident and J^o'f^th 

The upon goats-fkins blown full of wind like kept their fumptuous court; until the C atiph for 

flrange bladders: which rafts they fell at Bagdat Tartane prince andthe king of Armenia fix hun- 

ourfingof for fire, and carry their skins again home (as before is declared ) did befiege it, and dredyears. • 
uponaffes by land, to make other voya- in the end took it, with the caliph alfo, Bagdat 

ges down the faid river. This river is together with an ineftimable mafs of won by the 

very famous, becaufe it watered Paradife , treafure. "W hich treafure, when the two Tartar 

whofe courfmg is very ftrong; for fome princes faw, they demanded of the caliph, 

part of it iffuing out of the mountains Ni- why he would not with the fame levy ^ 

fates , paffeth through, the lake lopiti, in and wage foldiers for his own defence, via. ’ 
Armenia , (a lake which hath nitrum in it, Whereunt® he anfwer’d, that unto that. 
the property whereof is to rend and tear time, he thought, his own fubje&s 


the river 
Tygru. 


a man’s apparel) with fuch fwiftnefs, that 
it mingles not kfelf with the water of the 
faid lake ; and thereupon it is called Ty- 
gris , which in the language of the Modes 
lignifieth an arrow. Near to the utter- 
moft corner of this lake, it falleth into a 

great deep, and runneth for a great fpace fhould give him either meat or drink, 
under ground, and then rifeth again near where he miferably died through famine 
to Colonitis ; and from thence courfeth in the midft of his riches, 
towards Opis and the ruins of Nineveh , After it continued under the 1 artar Bagdat 


had been fufficient enough to have' re¬ 
filled any foreign enemy : which they 
underftanding, immediately caufed all 
that treafure to be carried into the caftle, 
and the covetous wretch fet in the midft 
of the fame, forbidding that any man 


and fo to Bagdat and Balfara ^ and then 
into the Perjian gulf. 


and Perjian government, until it was yielded 


taken by Solyman the Turkijh emperor, “ nt ° the 
from Tamas the Perjian king, who (after ur s ‘ 
P’heDefcription ofNew-Babylon, now it was yielded unto him) according to an 

J 77 7 -r> 1 * ii r n • _•. .. •_j . . i 

called Bagdat. 


old fuperftitious manner, received at the a caliph 
hands of a poor caliph, the enfigns and i s a man 
ornaments of the kings of Affyria: fo reverenc’d 
this city, with the great countries of Ajfy- a11 W a * 
ria and Mefopotamia , fometimes famous bo ™ et f n 
kingdoms of themfdves, and lately part and hath 
of the Perfian kingdom, fell into the anoldpri- 
hands of the great Turk, in the year 1534, vilege in 
and fo have continued ever fince, pro- th t choice 
vmces of th tTurktJh empire. It was re- g rmat ion 
Babylon , not far diftant, being nothing fo ported unto Rodulphus the emperor for a of the Af- 
great, nor fo fair : for it contains in cir- certain truth, that the king of Perfia had fyrian 
cuit but three Englijh miles ; and is built won this city and thofe countries again 
but of brick dried in the fun : their houfes from the Turk, in the year 1604, but that Egypt. ° 
alfo being flat-roofed and low. They have news was not true; for in April laft, 1611, 
no fain for eight months together, nor it was then under the Turkifh govern - . 

ment. 

Within two days travel of Bagdat , li- 
eth Cafe , a little village, where the bodies ^ Cafe 
of Ali, whom the f erfians honour, and the body 


B Y this river the city Bagdat is very 
abundantly furnilhed with all kind of 
provifion both of corn, flefh 5< fowl, fifh, 
and venifon of all forts; befides great 
ftorc of fruit, but efpecially of dates, and 
that very cheap. This,city by fome is 
called New Babylon , and may well be, be¬ 
caufe it did rife out of the ruins of Old 


- - u ^ 

almoft any cloud in the sky night nor 

day. Their winter is in November , De¬ 
cember, January and February , which 
months are neverthejefs as warm as our 


fum'mer in England ; In a word, this town his two fons Haffan and Offain lie entomb- of Ali is 
- - 1 ’ - - • ’• 'entombd. 


was once a place of great trade and profit, 
by reafon of the huge caravans, which 
were wont to come from Perfia and Bal¬ 
fara : but fince the Portugals , Englijh- 
men, and Hollanders , have, by their tra- 
fick into the Eajl Indies, cut off almoft all 
the trade of merchandize into the gulfs of 
Arabia and Perfia, both Grand Cairo in 
Egypt, and Bagdat in Affyria, are not 
now of that benefit, as they have been, 
either to the merchant, or great Turk ; 
his tributes both in Egypt, and his cuf- 
toms in this place being much hindred 
thereby. 

Memorable, notwithftanding, is this 
town *, 


ed: whofe fepulchres are in great credit, * 
and are every year vifited by the Perfians 
in all refpe&s, after the fame fort, that the 
Turks do vifit the fepulchres of the three 
firft fucceffors Abuchacher, Ottoman, and 
Omar : yea, the very kings of Perfia ufed 
to be crowned and girt with the (word in 
this place ; where the caliph was wont to 
keep his refidence, as being the man that 
reprefented Ali, and occupied the chief 
room of their filthy and abominable pritfi- 
hood. 

Having ftaid twenty days at Bagdat, 
we put ourfelves into the company of a 
who was bound from the bafha 


_ Chiaus, 

for chat it was the only place, of Bagdat for • Confiantincfile, being in 

number 
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number fixteen perfons and no more, to 
travel thro* a great part of Chaldaa , and 
the defart of Arabia. So foon as we were 
out of this city, we pafTed over the fwift 
river Tygris , on a great- bridge made with 
boats, chained together with two mighty 
chains of iron *, and fo enter’d into apart 
of Bagdat , on this fide of the river, like 
London and Southwark , where we flayed 
four days. 

The Befcription of Chaldaea. 

THIS part of New Babylon ftandeth 
in Cbaldtea , which hath on the eafl, AJJy- 
ria \ on the weft, Syria and Palejlina ; on 
the north, Armenia \ and on the l'ouch 
the defart of Arabia. Its called by feme, 
by the name of Mefopotamia , becaufe it 
lieth in the middle of the two great rivers 
Euphrates and Tygris. This country is 
famous for many things •, and among the 
reft, for that it was the country wherein 
Thecoun- Abraham was born. For Eupolemon , in 
try where- his book of the Jews, relateth, that about 
m Abra- t { ie tent h generation from the flood, Abra¬ 
born ham was born in C amarine, a town or 
B aby Ionia, othermk called Ur, or Chaldeo- 
pole : where he invented aftronomy, and 
was in fuch favour with God, that by his 
commandment, he rerpoved into Phoe¬ 
nicia, and there taught the courfe of the 
moon, of the fun, and of the planets, to 
the great liking of the king of that coun¬ 
try : all which (faith the fame author) he 
had received by tradition from Enoch, 
whom the Greeks call Atlas, unto whom 
the angel had taught many things. Be- 
fides, here were the great fouthfayers, en¬ 
chanters, and wife men, as they call them. 
The firft aftrologians, which are fo de- 
feribed and derided in the feripture *, and 
indeed from this country and Egypt is 
fuppofed to have fprung the firft know¬ 
ledge of aftronomy. 

Two places of great antiquity did we 
thoroughly view in the country ; the one 
was the ruins of the old tower of Babel , 
of Babel* ( as t ^ ie inhabitants held unto this day ) 
built by Nimrod , the nephew of Cham, 
Noah’s fon •, a man very valiant and cou- 
ragious, yet very prophane and irreligi- 
Thc per- Qus infomuch, that he perfuaded the 

Nimrod nations about him, that all their profperity 
and happy fortune came not from God, 
but from their own prowefs and induftry •, 
giving them farther to underftand, that 
if God fhould fend any more floods, he 
would, on their behalf, and his predecel- 
iors, take revenge on him, by building a 
tower fo high, that the waters fhould not 
dare to touch the top thereof. Hereupon 
they began to build, and continued build¬ 
ing, as Qlycas faith, forty years together j 


railing the work to fuch an height, that 
it was beyond all expectation. But God 
feeing their madnefs, did not punifti them 
with a general extermination, becaufe as 
yet they had made no ufe of thofe fearful 
examples which perilhed in the flood *, 
but made them mutinous one againft ano¬ 
ther, by changing their language, where¬ 
by they could not underftand one another. 

Of which overthrow Sybilla thus prophe- 
fy’d: At fuch tune as men ufed one kind 
of language, they builded a mojt high tower , 
as if they would,have mounted up into hea¬ 
ven •, but the gods fent down winds and 
overthrew the tower, giving every one his 
diflinbl and feveral language. 

So that thedivifion of languages was The divi- 
not a device of man, asfome wicked fpi- fionoflan- 

rits that call that ftory into queftion, humande° 
woul*i have it, but a punilhment caft by v j ce £ ut 
God upon mankind. For it was a com- a punifh- 
mon opinion (by the verdift of Abidenus) ment of 
that men being bred of the earth , and 
trufting in their own ftrength, would needs, man in 
in defpight of the gods, go rear a tower 
up to the fun , in the favye place where Ba¬ 
bylon now is: and farther addeth. That 
at that lime began the diverfity of langua¬ 
ges i whereupon the Hebrews called that 
place Babel. And now at this day, that 
which remaineth, is called the remnant of 
the tower of Babel: there Handing as 
much, as is a quarter of a mile in com- 
pafs, and as high as the ftone-work of 
Paul’s fteeple in London. It was built of 
burnt brick, cemented and joined with 
bituminous mortar •, to the end, that it 
fhould not receive any cleft in the fame. 

The bricks are three quarters of a yard in 
length, and a quarter in thicknefs, and 
between every courfe of bricks there lieth 
a courfe of mats made of cane and palm- 
tree leaves, fo frefh, as if they had been 
laid within one year. 

The other place remarkable is, the ru- 
ins of Old Babylon, becaufe it was the firft f cr £ t ^ a 
city which was built after the flood. For 0 f OldBa- 
after Nimrod hid drawn the people toge- bylon. 
ther, he did not only make laws, but be¬ 
gan to build the great city Babylon, his 
fon Belus amplifying it, and at laft Semi- 
ramis , the wife of Ninas, finifhed this 
great glory and fhew, as Herodotus and Herodotus, 
Solinus relate. This city was built upon ltb ‘ l ’ 
the river Euphrates, as we found by ex¬ 
perience, fpending two days journey and 
better, on the ruins thereof. It was fo 
great, that it contained in compafs four 
hundred and fourfeore furlongs, the w T alls 
were fifty cubits in breadth, and two hun¬ 
dred- cubits high. Arif o tie reports, that Arif. Pol. 
it was fo*huge and great, that when part ltb - F 
thereof was taken by the enemy, the 
other part heard not of it in three days 

together : 


75 ° 

* 

•K 


The tem¬ 
ple of Be - 
tut, built 
b ySmira- 
tnis. 


The cap¬ 
tivity con¬ 
firmed by 
the hea¬ 
then. 


The Treacher's Travels . 


together : and the inhabitants were fo 
many in number, that they durft give bat¬ 
tle unto Cyrus , the greateft monarch for 
power that ever was in Perjia. 

Amongft other (lately buildings was 
the temple of Bel, ere< 5 ted by Semiramis 
in the midft of the city, invironed with a 
double wall, carried four-fquare of great, 
height and beauty, having on each 
fquare certain brazen gates curiouny en¬ 
graven. In the vault of the fquare, (he 
raifed a tower of a furlong high, which is 
half a quarter, of a mile: and upon it 
again (taking a bafis of a lefs circuit) (he 
fet a fecond tower ; and fo eight in all, 
one above another: - upon the top where¬ 
of the Chaldean priefts made their ob- 
fervation of the ftars, becaufe the tower 
over-topped the ordinary clouds. Some 
do think, that the ruins of Nimrod* s tow¬ 
er, is but the foundation of this temple of 
Bel , and that therefore many travellers 
have been deceived,who fuppofe that they 
have ieen a part of that tower which Nim¬ 
rod builded. But who can tell whether 
it be the one or the other ? it may be that 
confufed chaos which we faw, was the 
ruins of both, the temple of Bel being 
founded on that of Nimrod. In a word, 
there were burnt in this temple an hundred 
thoufand talents of franckinfence in a 
year, as Herodotus relateth. This temple, 
did Nebuchadnezar adorn and beautify 
with the fpoils of Jerufalem, and of the 
temple of Solomon : all which vefiels and 
ornaments Cyrus re-delivered. And Xer¬ 
xes after him evened this temple with the 
foil; which Alexander is faid to have re¬ 
paired, by the perfwafion of the Chal¬ 
deans. I deny not that it might have 
been in his mind fo to do, but he enjoyed 
but a few years after the taking of Baby¬ 
lon , and therefore could not perform any, 
fuch work. 

But to return where we left. To this 
city were the Jews carried captives, and 
fo thereof it was called the captivity of 
Babylon. A captivity fo well known to 
heathen writers, that they make mention 
of it. For they exprefly affirm, that in 
the time of Joachim, king of Juda, Jere¬ 
miah the prophet was fent unto them from 
God, to foretel them of extreme cala¬ 
mity, becaufe they worlhipped an idol cal¬ 
led Baal i whereupon (as they relate) Joa¬ 
chim commanded Jeremiah to be burnt 
alive.' But Jeremiah tells them, that the 
king of AJfyria (hould put them to fore 
labour, and make them to dig a channel, 
to fail out of the river Euphrates , into the 
river Tygris: whereupon Nebuchadnezar 
did fet forward with a mighty army, fpoil- 
ing Samaria , winning Jerufalem , and 
leading away king Joachim prifoner. 


Yea, they do fet down the very time of 
the capdvity, viz. that it (hould lad three¬ 
score years and ten : and that Nebuchad- 
nezar , at his return to Babylon,wa.s (Iricken 
with madntfs, and did try out for a cer¬ 
tain time night and day, to his fubje&s 
the Babylonians , that fo great a mifehief 
would (hortly fall upon them, that all the 
power of the gods lhould not (lay it, For 
(quoth he) an half dfs of Perfia /hall come 
and make you thrals: foreffiewing that Cy¬ 
rus (hould be the man, which (hould both 
build again the temple of Jerufalem, and 
fubdue Babylon. So . that now we may 
judly ask, what is become of this proud 
city, which once held the world in awe ? 
Where are her conduits, the rarenefs of 
her baths, the hugenefs of her towers, the 
greatnefs of her temples, the beauty of 
her princely palaces, and a number of 
other momuments of her kings vanities ? 
Alas ! time hath worn them out; and we 
may (ay, 

Miramur periiffe homines ? monuments 
■ fatifcunl: 

Interitus Saxis nominibufque venit. 

> 

Why wonder we that men do die ? 

Since monuments decay, ’ 

And towers fall, and founders names 

Do perifli clean away. 

For firft (he was fubdued by the Medes , 
then by the Perfians ; after by the Gre¬ 
cians^ then by the Saracen ; then by the 
Tartars , after that by the Perfians again : 
and now by the ‘Turks. So God "doth ap¬ 
point, and God doth difappoint dates and 
commonwealths, according to the decree 
of his eternal will, (in being the only 
caufe of his anger, 1 his anger the caufe of 
all calamities and fubverfion of kingdoms, 
according to that of SyrachRegnum d 
gente in gentem transferetur propter injuf- 
titiam. Becaufe of unrighteous dealing 
and wrongs, and riches gotten by deceit, 
the kingdom is tranflated from one people to 
another. 

' r 

*The Defcription of Arabia. , 

FROM the ruins of Old Babylon we 
fet forwards to Aleppo ; travelling, for the 
mod part, through the defart of Arabia: 
This country, of Arabia hath on the north 
Paleflina , and Mefopotamia \ on the ead 
the gulf of Perfia ; on the fouth the main 
ocean of India on the wed Egypt and 
the Red-fea. It is divided into three 
parts : the north part whereof, is the de¬ 
fart of Arabia ; the fouth part is called 
Arabia-Fcelix ; and the. middle between 
both is Arabia Petrofq: it is not my pur- 
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The Treacher's Travels. 
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pofe to Write any thing either of Arabia Fe¬ 
lix , or Arabia Petrofa , becaufe they Jie not 
in the compafs of my travel: only it fhall 
not be. amils to infert a word or two of 
Mahomet and his fuperftition, who was 
born in this country, and hath fubdued 
the greateft part of the world with his abo¬ 
minable religion. 

Concerning Mahomet , the people of 
Mecha (where he lieth entombed) do al¬ 
together condemn him both for his rob¬ 
beries and murders. And himfelf in his 
alcoran confefleth himfelf to be a finner, 
an idolater, an adulterer, and inclined to 
women above meafure, and that in fuch 
uncivil terms, as I am alhamed to re¬ 
peat. 

And concerning his alcoran, wherein he 
hath inferted the precepts of his invention, 
there is no truth in it. For upon the 
pain of death, it may not be difputed up¬ 
on *, whereas the truth loves trial, fo that 
though the Arabians, Turks , and Perftans 
will not {pare to fay, and that vauntingly, 
that the doctrine of Mahomet is divine, 
and conformable both to the old and new 
teftament, yet as good as they make it, 
you muft not examine it or call it into quef- 
tion ; as if a manfhould fay, behold you 
are paid in good money j but you muft 
not weigh it, neither look upon it by 
day-light. 2. Befides, this alcoran is pe- 
fter’d with a number of fables and falfines, 
as nine hundred untruths •, whereof two 
are moft grofs, that Abraham was the fon 
of Lazarus : and Mary the filter of A- 
aron. 3. Again, it pointeth out at 
things fenfible and corporal, and not to 
things temporal and fpiritual: for Mahomet 
moft blafphemoufly reporteth, in his pro- 
grefs up to the throne of God, that he 
felt the hand of God threefcore and ten 
times colder than any ice : that he faw an 
angel that had a thoufand heads, a dia¬ 
mond table of a thoufand miles in length, 
and a cock of a wonderful bignefs, which 
is kept until the day of doom, that then 
by the fhrilnefs of his crowing the dead 
may be raifed: and further he fetteth 
it down that the devil is circumcifed, 
with this leafing alfo, that the ftars are 
very candles hung out every night from 
the firmament. 4. And for his promifes 
to all fuch as call upon him faithfully, are 
meer carnal and earthly, fuch as I am 
alhamed to name, being fit for none but 
Heliogabalus and Sardanapalus .' 5. His 
precepts are indulgent to perjury, giving 
leave to have as many wives as a man 
will *, to couple themfelves not only with 
one of the fame fex, but with brute beafts 
alfo ; to fpoil one another’s goods, and 
none to be accufed under four witnefles. 
6. For his miracles he wrought none at 
V O L. I. 


all, but he confefleth that God fent Mofes 
with miracles, and Chrift his forerunner 
with miracles, but for himfelf he was to 
come with fire and fword to force men to 
obey his law, whereas the truth doth 
draw men of their own accords : ridicu¬ 
lous alfo is that which he writeth of him¬ 
felf, how when he was a child, an angel 
was fent from God to open his heart, and 
to take out that lump of blood, which is 
the caufe of fin, as though the caufe 
thereof were not fpiritual. 7. The effeft 
of his do&rine is perjury, as that they 
need not to keep any oath made with a 
Chriftian , who is an Infidel : ' and alfo 
murder, as the eldeft brother, fo foon as 
he cometh to wear the crown, to ftrangle 
all the reft. For inftance whereof, Ma¬ 
homet the third, this king’s father that now 
fwayeth the feepter at Constantinople , did 
not only murder his brethren, but to rid 
himfelf of the fear of all competitors (the 
greateft torment of the mighty) at the ve¬ 
ry fame time caufed ten of his father’s 
wives and concubines, fuch as by whom 
any iflue were to be feared, to be all 
drowned in the fea. 

And it is not now a wonder, that the 
people of the Twks and Pcrfians , both 
being warlike and politick, magnificent 
and (lately, and to fay in a word, the ve¬ 
ry hammer of the world, as it was faid 
of Babylon , fhould be thus led away with 
tfiefe wild inchantments, of their wicked 
prophet Mahomet. I will fay no more, 
but fince the dnrknefs of Turkey and Per- 
fia is fo great, that it may be felt, and 
that it isr a wonder in our eyes, to fee 
fuch mills in thofe places ; then let us in 
this land rejoice, that are not only endu’d 
with nature as they are, but with a fpecial 
infpiration from above befides : having 
the celeftial doflrine of the everlafting 
fon of God, to guide us unto true happi- 
nefs. For certainly the time will come, 
when both the great Turk and his bafhas, 
and the Perfian with his chans, fhall bit¬ 
terly rue the time, and wifh, with the 
lofs of both their eyes, that they had but 
heard and feen, as much as we have 
done. 

Let this then perfwade my loving coun¬ 
trymen, that either fhall hereafter ferve 
in the wars of Hungary againft the Turk , 
or trade in thofe places, utterly to deteft 
the Turkijh religion, as the only way that 
treads to death and deftmflion. We may 
conclude with Ludovicus Fives, who com- 
pareth Heathenifm and Mahometifm to glafs; 
touch not glafs, for though it be bright, 
yet it is brittle, it cannot endure the ham¬ 
mer : and Chrijlianifm to gold J ; do you 
melt it, or do you rub it, or do you beat 
it, it (hineth ftill more orient. 
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The Preacher s Travels . 


But to return where we left. Having 
fpent three days and better, from the 
ruins of Old Babylon , we came unto a 
town called Jit, inhabited only by A- 
rabians , but very ruinous. Near unto 
which town is a valley of pitch very mar¬ 
vellous to behold, and a thing almoft in¬ 
credible, wherein are many fprings throw¬ 
ing out abundantly a kind of black fub- 
ftance, like unto tar and pitch, which 
ferveth all the countries thereabouts to 
make (launch their barks and boats ; every 
one of which fprings maketh a noife like 
a fmith’s forge, in puffing and blowing 
out the matter, which never ceafeth night 
nor day, and the noife is heard a mile 
off, fwallowing up all weighty things that 
come upon it. The Moors call ft, the 
mouth of hell. 

Here we entered on the defart of Ara¬ 
bia , wherein it pleafed God, after the de¬ 
livery of. his people out, of Egypt's four- 
nace, to exercife them, for their rebellion, 
under the conduct of Mofes for forty 
years together •, feeding them from hea¬ 
ven with manna, and giving them drink 
miraculoufly but of the. dry rocks. Three 
days fpent we on this defart, and fo ar¬ 
rived at Anna , a town of three miles in 
length, but very narrow, inhabited alto¬ 
gether with Cur dies, a moft thievifh peo¬ 
ple. Here we ftaid two days, and could 
not be fuffered to pafs without a prefent 
to the governor of this town, which came 
to a ducat a piece. Clofe by this town 
runneth the river Euphrates , with a very 
fwift current, which doth" marvelloufly 
frudliferate the country round about. 
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whereby we provided ourfelves of all ne- 
ceffaries fit for travel through the reft of 
the defart. 

From this town we proceeded, and 
every fecond night, through the good 
difcretion of our guide,we pitched on the 
banks of the river Euphrates , which 
much refrefhed ourfelves and wearied 
beafts, beholding every day great droves 
of wild beafts, as wild affes all white, ga- 
fells, wolves, leopards, foxes, and hares. 

And now to wind up all, in paffing from 
Babylon to Aleppo, they ordinarily with 
camels fpend forty days,travelling through 
this forry and barren defart, lying unma¬ 
nured becaufe of the fcarcity of moifture. 
Neverthelefs, great is the mutual com¬ 
merce and trade, through thefe fandy and 
barren places, and that by the labour of 
camels, which carry wondrous burthens, 
as a thoufand weight apiece, and that for 
forty days and upwards. They drink in Tiie cs - 
thefe fteril and fandy places, but once mel * ,. • 
every firth day, and if extremity enforce, 0JS b ca ft, 
they will endure the want of water ten or 
twelve days. When their burthens are off, 
a few thirties, thorns, or leaves of trees, 
and a little round ball of pafte made of 
barley meal will fuffice them. There is no 
living creature lefs chargeable, and more 
laborious than the camel j howbeit, we 
ufed not their fervice, by reafon of the 
fpeed which the Chiaus made for Conjlan- 
tinople, fo that the travel with the caravan 
is forty days about •, we paffed in eigh¬ 
teen days in much fecurity, and fo in 
great fafety, by the mercy of God, I ar¬ 
rived again in Aleppo . 
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